
May 4, 2015, 2015 UUFH Board of Trustees Business Meeting  

Minutes 

 

Present: Liza Burby (President), Jennifer Thieke (VP), Marisa Comple, Evelyn Krell, 
Amy Olander, Jean Marra (Treasurer), Brian Cohen, Kim Schultz, Rev. Jude Geiger 
(Minister), Starr Austin (DRE) Elisa Fante (scribe) 
 
Chalice Lighting and Inclusion: Liza Burby 

 

Welcome: Liza Burby 

 

Parking Lot: Liza reported that it seems to be possible to simply repave without moving 

the parking lot; however, this would mean no lighting and no drainage—not really 

feasible. There is a lot of unused space along the back fence. The town will allow us to 

pave to there. This would allow for keeping more of the lawn. Members have offered to 

pay for an expediter to work with the Town of Huntington. Scott Yanuck will look into 

whether an expediter could be helpful. 

 

There is still the option to pursue the original plan approved by the congregation, which 

would involve going before the zoning board for approval. 

 

All discussions with the town so far have been informal. 

 

Budget: Discussion of current/ongoing budget deficit. Brian reported that the deficit for 

2014-2015 fiscal year will be larger than expected, approximately $64K. Income was less 

than expected for various reasons—lower pledges due to members moving or passing 

away, less rental income than anticipated, projected fundraising did not happen. 

 

Jude reported that just in the past week, UUFH received an insurance payment for $8K 

for repairs to the roof. Jean reported that the plant sale raised about $1000; in addition, 

$1200 was raised last Sunday in bridge-the-gap pledges.  

 

There was discussion of using Van Roy funds. This money should be used by SPC to pay 

for outside speakers and can replace the money budgeted for SPC speakers. There is a 

question about how much money is available under the terms of the fund. Jennifer has a 

document that outlines the permissible use of funds—this should be given to the 

Endowment Committee to review and evaluate before presenting its recommendations to 

the Board. 

 

Brian stated that new fundraising committee will be expected to raise at least $15K. 

Increased revenue should also be raised from building rentals. 

 

Jean will look into releasing unused reserve funds. There are a few small reserve funds 

that have been unused for many years.  

 



Jean is hoping to receive additional close-the-gap contributions.  

 

Money can be taken from the endowment but this is imprudent and cannot be an ongoing 

solution. This is a last resort and must be explained to the congregation as such.  

 

There will be a forum on the 17
th

 to further discuss budget issues. 

 

Jean requested guidance on following up on unpaid pledges. $86,000 in pledges is 

outstanding. Jude stated that the Stewardship Committee should follow up. Liza 

suggested that an email be sent to the congregation as a preliminary step. 

 

Other business: 

 

Jude reported that between now and June 15, Bridget and Susie work on fine-tuning 

announcements by improvements to the website. Going forward, there will be a transition 

to events and announcements appearing on the website (and Facebook), rather than in the 

Beacon. This will involve redesign of the website.  

 

Discussion of Jude’s vacation time for next year. 

 

Committee Reports: 
Amy reported on the fundraising committee. A number of people have expressed interest 

in serving on the committee or being helpful. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  


