
December 7, 2015 UUFH Board of Trustees Business Meeting 
Minutes 

 
Present:Jennifer Thieke (President), Michael Amendola (VP), Brian Cohen,Liza 
Burby, Jean Marra (Treasurer), Amy Olander, Kim Schultze, Judy Greene, Patrick 
McGloin, Rev. Jude Geiger, Starr Austin (DRE), Elisa Fante (scribe) 
 
Chalice Lighting and Inclusion:Jennifer Thieke 
 
Welcome:Jennifer Thieke 
 
Brief Presentation by the Social Justice Committee (Steve Burby): Social Justice 
would like to display a Black Lives Matter banner on the building as a way of standing 
up for our UU values. Money for this banner would come from the Social Justice 
Committee’s budget. A concern is that some other congregations that have done this have 
experienced vandalism. Jude said that since we’ve never hung a sign of this type before, 
it might be appropriate to have a congregational process. Judy recalled that a rainbow 
flag has been hung in the past. Starr recommended education for the congregation on this 
topic prior to hanging a banner. Brian suggested that Social Justice seek input from the 
congregation, perhaps by setting up a table after a service. There was discussion of 
seeking input from the local police precinct. Social Justice Committee will make 
proposals for specific wording of a banner before further discussion of next steps. 
 
Action Item: Motion to approve $210 reimbursement for meals for guest speaker Ann 
Kelleher. Judy moved, Patrick seconded, all in favor, approved. 
 
Discussion Items: 
 
a. Photography policy update (Jennifer):The Sunday Program Committee has written 
a draft policy regarding photography during services, which Jennifer reviewed and 
discussed with members of SPC. All agree that photographs should not be taken during 
memorial services unless specifically requested by the family. Issues remain regarding 
photography during Sunday services. Several congregants have expressed objections to 
extensive photography during services, finding thisdisruptive and intrusive. In addition, 
some have expressed discomfort about seeing photographs of themselves online. Starr 
mentioned that youth are often uncomfortable having their photos taken. Jennifer will 
continue to work on a policy and will send to Jude for his input. Jude also would like 
input from the COM. Starr will discuss this issue with the youth group. 
 
b. Grow to Give Garden sign: The Grow to Give Garden Committee has requested a 
sign in the parking lot pointed toward the garden so people know where it is. Referred to 
the Parking Lot Committee for consideration. 
 
c. Getting congregants who are musicians involved in services (issue originally raised 
by Dave M.): Jude will ask Richard H. to strategize how to add more music to the 



services.  
 
e. General Assembly Political Action Poll (Kim): Congregations are asked to vote for 
proposed UU study action topics(race, climate change, corruption of democracy, ending 
gun violence), and can vote in favor of any or all. All in agreement to vote for all four. 
Jean will log in and do this. 
 
f. Branding issues (Jude): “Community space” will be a section on the home page of the 
website. 
 
g. Proposed 2020 Vision committee (Brian): Brian has recommended that a committee be 
formed to look at long-range, big-picture issues (five years and beyond), with 
representation from different areas (RE, finance, SPC etc.). Liza said that years ago, there 
was a long-range planning committee that filled this function. Jude asked whether there 
was a charter for that committee. Liza will look for it. Brian will write a charter (possibly 
based on previous) and then the nominating committee will work on composition of the 
committee. 
 
h. December 13th orientation meeting (run by Membership): Kim will attend to represent 
the BOT. 
 
i. Nominating committee(Liza): Liza wants to meet with nominating committee to get 
them started, but they need one more member (per the bylaws). Liza will attempt to get 
an experienced person from the previous committee to agree to serve for just one year.  
ADDENDUM: The BOT voted 12/14 to approve Jennifer Sappell to fulfill Jenna Kern-
Rugile’s remaining one-year term. 
 
j. Development Committee update (Amy): The video game event organizers would like to 
do another event in May. In addition, a Go Green event is planned for 4/16.  
 
k. Partner Church (Amy): Rev. Molnar in Romania has asked to reinstate our partner 
church relationship. Amy will investigate what is involved in that. 
 
Liaison Items: 
 
Resources Cluster update: Jean reported that as of the end of November, $92,232 in 
pledges has been contributed; this represents one third of promised pledges. In addition, 
$12,647 has been collected in Services Auction income, which is about 40% of what is 
due. In addition, Ben Vaughn and Amy Edel-Vaughn donated a computer for the office, 
and Meg Eckstein donated all proceeds from her gallery exhibit. 
 
Safe Congregation (Judy): This committee met this week; the policy document that was 
created is being reviewed. The local police precinct will be approached with questions 
about building security. The committee will meet again mid-January. 
 
Directory: The directory is in the process of being updated; Susie will update committee 



rosters, needs accurate information from Board liaisons.  
 
The next Business meeting will be held January 4, 2016. 
 

Reports should be submitted one week in advance of business meetings. 
 
Meeting adjourned. 
 
 


