
February 1, 2016 UUFH Board of Trustees Business Meeting 
Minutes 

 
Present:Jennifer Thieke (President), Michael Amendola (VP), Brian Cohen,Liza 
Burby (Past President), Jean Marra (Treasurer), Amy Olander, Judy Greene, Patrick 
McGloin, Rev. Jude Geiger, Starr Austin (DRE), Elisa Fante (scribe) 
 
Chalice Lighting and Inclusion: Jennifer Thieke 
 
Welcome:Jennifer Thieke 
 
Action Items: 
 

a. Discussion of whether to hang a Black Lives Matter banner outside the 
building. Michael moved to hang the banner outside the building, Liza 
seconded, all approved (passed). Banner should be free-standing, not affixed 
to a wall of the building, because of the risk of vandalism. Amy suggested 
someone speak to local police in advance, to notify them and also to affirm 
that this doesn’t mean UUFH does not support the police. Jude stated that he 
believes there should be a congregational forum before hanging the banner. 
Forum should be held ASAP, possibly 2/14, with advance notice.  

 
b. Discussion of possible agreement between Bare Bones Theater and UUFH. 

Bare Bones had asked to perform briefly during an upcoming coffee hour to 
promote an upcoming show. Patrick moved to allow Bare Bones Theater to 
present a scene during coffee hour on 2/14, in exchange for a ¼ page ad for 
UUFH in their playbill. No second, discussion ensued.  

 
c. Appointment of members to Finance Committee:Amy made a motion to 

appoint Susan Peters, Liz Koehn, Bill Hecker, Ann Scolnick, and Jim 
McKenna to the finance committee (in addition to Brian and Jean). Michael 
seconded, all in favor (passed). 

 
d. Appointment of members to Committee on Ministry for next year:Amy moved 

to appoint Liza to COM after her term on the Board ends, Brian seconded, all 
approved (passed). 

 
e. UUFH accreditation with UUA (Jean): Jean stated that she needs clarification 

of the current number of UUFH members, as dues are paid to UUA based on 
number of members (more members=higher dues). Certain members have not 
pledged or donated for the last two years and have not responded to 
repeatedcontacts. Jean moved to remove fifteen non-pledging, non-
responding members from the membership rolls. They will still be listed as 
friends of UUFH but will not have voting rights. Official membership will be 
225. Patrick seconded this motion, all approved (passed) 



 
Discussion Items: 
 

a. Stewardship has asked BOT members to be table hosts at the Canvass 
Luncheon on 2/28. Six to eight BOT members are available for this. Jennifer 
will advise Sue McGovern. 

b. Personnel Committeewould like to give an appreciation gift to Susie from 
them and BOT. This may happen during the service on 2/14. 

c. Nominating update (Liza): the Nominating Comm. sent Liza a list of names 
they are considering, with input from the BOT, and particularly Michael.  
They are meeting twice a week to be ready for the congregational meeting. 
Liza advised them they should have the bios of the nominees in the April 
Beacon, and to accommodate the six weeks’ notice requirement of the 
bylaws, should prepare a special mailing. The vote is on April 10. 

d. Building use: Little Learners is trying to get the final piece on licensing from 
the Town of Huntington Building Department. 

e. Safe congregation: Safe Congregation Committee is having trouble getting 
buy-in from the congregation on implementing the policy. Liza has advised 
them to hold a forum for the congregation. They are also going to try to make 
the policy more concise. They will be given an opportunity to give an update 
at the chairpersons’ meeting on Feb. 7th. 

f. RE mid-year recruitment and Council Model update (Starr): Two members 
with continuing personal issuespreventing full participation at this time have 
been asked to rotate off the council. These two members need to be replaced 
immediately. Additional new members will be needed for next year. The high 
schoolers have asked that the high school classes be restructured to have more 
youth leadership. Starr is working with them to implement this. 

 
Liaison Updates: 
 

a. Personnel (Judy): Judy attended the committee’s meeting; they would like to 
put together a new Survey Monkey questionnaire for the congregation; 
concern with how to publicize. Two members are rotating off and will need to 
be replaced. The Board will need to come up with names. 

b. Secretary: Notice deadlines for April meeting are approaching. Board liaisons 
need to remind committee chairs to work on budget requests. Annual reports 
will be due from committee chairs. 

 
New Business: 
 
There is still a need for a policy re: Endowment Committee’s role in 
educating/encouraging congregation to make bequests to UUFH. 
 
Next Meeting is 2/29 (Spiritual Directions with Stewardship Committee) 
 
Meeting adjourned. 


