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 In my twenties, I was a big fan of baseball. For most of that decade, I got 

season tickets to the Mets. A friend and I would rush out to Shea stadium from NJ 

after work, park what seemed like a mile from the game, and kinda get lost in the 

excitement of the crowd. I fell for the Mets mostly because their games seemed 

more over the top. The Yankees were maybe annoyingly perfect, but the Mets, the 

Mets were a roller coaster - they’d have their high highs and their low lows. 

They’d win big on big plays, and they’d lose horribly for the same reasons. I 

remember being at the game where Mike Piazza hit his 300th home run and put 

him on track for being the best hitting catcher of all time. The crowds, the noise, 

the horns, the cheers. In my memory, I recall confetti, but I doubt that really 

happened. It’s what some of us call “big baseball.” 

 I’m not much of a watcher of baseball these days any longer. When I went to 

grad school, schedules shifted, and it became too difficult to regularly get to a 

game. I’ve seen two games recently through winning the bid at our annual services 

auction - thankfully folks have great taste in the Mets here. But otherwise, I’ve not 

followed much. And I’m not really a fan of watching the game on TV. The 

excitement of the crowd is gone. And the TV broadcasters are honestly horrible at 

telling the story of the game. When I do watch at a friend’s baseball party for post-

season, we turn off the audio on the TV, and turn on to the radio station covering it. 

That gets some of the magic back. Bad food somehow helps too. 

 But all of these big singular plays, are the opposite of what we’re talking 

about today in service. There’s another kind of baseball, from our other hometown 

team - the Yankees. They’ve certainly got their big moments, but the history of that 

team is much more about small baseball. Winning a game, play by play. 

Teamwork. Not swinging for the bleachers every time, but swinging for where the 

next team mate needs to be able to go. You can appreciate the skill in the 
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teamwork, but it’s more about each role and each play, than the ball hitting the 

Giant Apple that’s way out of the stadium. Small baseball. 

 The short stop knows where to be when he needs to be there. The third 

basemen probably isn’t pitching, and the coach isn’t going up to bat. But each has a 

role, maybe with a bit of range depending on the play, but they win based on how 

well they adapt their role to the roles of others around them. Winning games is 

about being in right relationship with each of the other teammates around them. 

 Congregational life - when done well - is like playing small ball. Sure, we 

can do some really amazing things when one of our skilled members swings for the 

bleachers: 1) I’m thinking of how Frances Whittelsey spearheaded the Huntington 

Station Community gardens - home run. Or how Helen Boxwill leads an active 

life-saving international ministry getting water to communities in need, and 

building up educational infrastructure abroad - another home run. Taking a swing 

for the far reaches, and connecting. That’s part of our work here too.  

 And as awesome as that is - and it is amazing ministry - it’s important to 

remember that so much of succeeding in this big world, is playing the small plays 

too; and playing to our strengths when we do them. Someone’s got to make the 

coffee; someone has to clean up the kitchen after Fellowship hour is over. I’m 

horrible at repairs and painting, so you’re not going to have me up on a ladder with 

a brush, ever. But you might put me in the pulpit from time to time, and I’ve got a 

kind of role here around coaching of a sort as well, among other things. 

 But that’s true for all of our committee work, our justice work, and our 

outreach service. Starr spoke at length about all the small plays that have made our 

Grow To Give Garden a success - with it’s aim for 1000 pounds of fresh produce 

for the food pantry this year. Greta spoke the same about HiHi - our men’s shelter 

for migrant workers. Later in the service we’ll show a montage, with some photos, 

of the success of small ball we’ve had over the past year and a half. Much of that 
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was collated and encouraged by our own home-grown pitching coach - the Long 

Range Planning team. Every ministry team needs to act on their own best 

judgment, always in relationship with the other teammates in congregational life. 

And it’s helpful to have a coach set our sights; to give a little course correction on 

how we bend our elbows on the throw, from time to time. So in a way, today’s 

service is a way to celebrate Long Range Planning’s coaching. 

 But there’s a life lesson to this for each of us too. We can’t always get our 
way - our individual way. Teamwork is one of those lessons we all get taught in 

kindergarten that it then takes the next 75+ years to vaguely get close to mastering. 

(But we probably think we’re masters at by the age of 15, or 35 or 50, or 65...). 

Who here thinks I’m wrong, and believes they’re individually entitled to get their 

individual way (show of hands.) What happens when (you two) disagree? Who is 

more entitled to their individual way? 

 That’s the challenge around everyone knowing best how the world should 

work; it’s particularly hard when we try to force our way without seriously 

considering the needs, expertise and goals of those around us. When our 

Fellowship helped spear-head the formation of HiHI, our men’s shelter for migrant 

workers, we didn’t accomplish that by catering to everyone’s individual 

preferences. We partnered up (ultimately) with over 15 houses of worship in 7 

different sanctuaries. We’re even working with other religious groups that we have 

very strong disagreements with - particularly around matters that pertain to civil 

rights. I’m sometimes working with clergy who awkwardly shuffle around if I 

mention my husband.  

 We can work on that too over time, but we first start by working together on 

the things we do agree on. So if we can make progress on big things, even when 

there are sometimes huge philosophical differences on matters that are really 

important, we can certainly figure out how to work together ourselves when we 
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disagree over the color of a wall, or the font on a page. (Right? Can I get an amen 

for still working together despite deeply held disagreements over font choice?) 

(And for those who are still in shock over the request for an amen in worship, 

thank you for still remaining present with us, we’ll get through that too.) 

 Spiritually, small baseball, is another way of talking about smaller egos. In 

the crush of America’s all-too-often culture of me, my and I - it’s another antidote 

for mindfully moving through the urge to center our own wants and preferences 

over the wants, preferences and more importantly, the needs of our neighbors. So 

for our sports players in the room, I offer you the spiritual discipline of playing-

small-ball-meditation for your consideration. It’s sometimes less exciting, and it’s 

definitely a bit less about you (which is probably better for the long-term health of 

the soul and the heart). But even though I’m a Mets fan, the Yankees win more 

games playing small ball; so it might be a better way anyway to play to win. 

 And for our congregational members and leaders (which is a very fancy way 

of saying anyone in the room right now, and probably a bunch of folks who were 

dodging this sermon this week too, who are not in the room), I too offer you the 

spiritual discipline of small-ball-congregational-life-meditation. We each do our 

part; and we each need to do it, in right relationship with the folks around us. No 

stomping of feet when well meaning people disagree in good faith; but also 

recognizing that the small things add up in this big world; and we need a lot of 

small things to get accomplished to ever hope to impact this big world. And the 

world needs our help in impacting it right now, very much.
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