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“The Language of Faith Spanning Cultures” 
A Tribute to the International Council of Unitarian Universalists 

January 26, 2014 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------Once again, I want to wish everyone 

a good morning.  

It is important to spend a little time together to note that many internationally-based Unitarian 

Universalists gather biannually to: 

 Commemorate the UU-sponsored “good-works” being done worldwide,  

 Develop strategies and tactics to cultivate projects and programs worldwide, as well as,  

 Nurture new ideas to encourage the spread of our faith’s values across different cultures 

and boundaries.  

In the words of the International Council of Unitarian Universalists: 

“We gather to explore how our progressive religion can be a language of faith 

spanning cultures that unites us in love and compassion.”  

This year, for the first time in its history, our faith’s ICUU representatives are gathering in the 

United States. The conference takes place this week, at the UU Congregation at Shelter Rock.  

Taking just a moment to remind you that: 

Open-to-all, at no charge, the “Welcoming Ceremony and Reception,” sponsored 

by the UUA, will be held this coming Tuesday, January 28th, at the Shelter Rock 

Congregation starting at 7:30pm. No preregistration is necessary. 

Short History 

What exactly is the ICUU? What is its mission? Who and what organizations belong to the 

ICUU? What are some of the programs and projects it’s doing worldwide?   

Founded in March 1995, in its short time of existence, the ICUU has become a “worldwide 

family” of UU’s that brings a richness of diversity into the experience and expression of our 

liberal religious faith.  
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The ICUU is a body devoted to promote connections between Unitarian and Unitarian 

Universalist groups around the world. Its mission, spelled out its 2007-adopted Constitution 

states:  

(A slide with the mission statement in bullet format) 

Please note its emphasis on the development and growth of community. 

The ICUU is a representative body, a partnership of member groups, encompassing more than 

20 countries.  

(Slide showing member groups on a world map,  

legend is stated below) 

Note that those entries in: 

White refers to  Full and Provisional Members, 
Red indicates Associated Groups, 
Orange,    Reorganizing or Inactive Groups, 
Yellow,    Emerging Groups, 
Light Blue   Other Contacts Are In Place. 
 

The ICUU is funded by contributions from national groups, that takes into account the group’s 

ability to financially contribute, i.e., whether they are in a developed or developing country.  

The Executive Committee 

The ICUU programs are developed and managed by a volunteer Executive Committee. The 

committee has three at-large representatives. Rev. Fulgence of Burundi, who presided at one of 

our Sunday Services a few years back, currently holds an at-large Executive Committee 

Member position, is attending the ICUU Conference this week.  

Shortly, a video of Rev. Fulgence and his work in Burundi  will be shown. His work, exemplifies 

the activities we celebrate today in honoring, rejoicing and affirming “like-works” encouraged 

and sponsored by the ICUU.  

Rev. Fulgence’s endeavors and those by the ICUU are shining examples of how our faith is 

enabling the world’s unending search for new spiritual “ways-of-being.”  
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It gives me great pleasure to invite Marilyn Kopp-Hecker to the podium to talk about the 

involvement our Fellowship members who have been doing similar activities in concert with the 

goals and objectives of the ICUU, as well as introduce the Rev. Fulgence video.  

Marilyn.  

1. A slide showing Rev. Fulgence with Jill McCallister, the church structure in 
Burundi goes up on the screen 

2. Marilyn’s remarks leading up to intro of video  
3. When Marilyn finishes introducing video, the black screen goes up, and the Sound 

Room person starts the video. 
4. When video is finished we go back to PowerPoint 
5. Marilyn’s wrap up remarks 

 

Thank you Marilyn very much, and thank you Helen for your devotion to helping others 

wherever that help is needed.  

I believe it truly aligns with the feeling of this congregation to say that many within our faith 

community have come to the conclusion that the values and principles of Unitarian 

Universalism, on both an individual and collective level, can be the new spiritual “way-of-being,” 

and can thus become the home for many in a new faith paradigm.  

(Slide showing Gordon Oliver, and the saying on next page) 

Gordon Oliver, the former Mayor of Cape Town, South Africa, who is a UU Minister Emeritus of 

the Cape Town Unitarian Church, and presently the Chairman of the Cape Town Interfaith 

Initiative, recently stated:  

“Now is the time to nurture and foster this young ICUU plant that has the promise 

of a great harvest for many.”  

Furthermore he states:  

“However, we need to realize that there are many UU communities that manage 

to thrive under extremely difficult conditions, where the flame of our liberal 

religion burns strongly, but the winds of intolerance take their toll.”  

(Main talk slide reappears on screen) 
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Through various organizations within or associated with our Unitarian Universalist Association, 

including the ICUU, the UU Services Committee, and the UU-United Nations Office, we can 

influence the world’s peoples and their cultures to strive to overcome the tendencies of 

misunderstanding. But it takes fortitude, devotion and staying power to make it happen. 

Individuals and organizations such as we talked about today, can be the vehicles to give us the 

support to propel us and others toward a better, more peaceful, more compassionate world.    

We are at a point in our faith’s history where through continued reinforcement of our faith’s 

values and principles we can be a leading light toward a spirit of cooperation, collaboration and 

increased communication on an individual, local, domestic and international basis. 

 

Long may the flame of our faith burn brightly! 

  

Now let us all rise, as we are able, to sing a hymn that reminds us of building a land of 

commitment and action, Hymn #121 “We’ll Build a Land.” 


