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I’m Marilyn Kopp Hecker, current Social Justice Chair and UUSC Committee representative.  
I’m here this morning to talk to you about the Fellowship’s very real connection to the 
International Council of UUs.  It is through our relationship with Rev. Fulgence Ndagijimana of 
Burundi, the ONLY UNITARIAN MINISTER in that small, impoverished country in Central 
Africa.  Many of you have had the opportunity to meet Rev. Fulgence when he came here a 
couple of years ago, but many others have not. 
 
Since one picture is worth a thousand words, and a film is worth even more, we are giving up 
nine minutes of our valuable time this morning so the Rev. can introduce himself, his 
congregation, and some of the things he is trying to do to help his countrymen. 
 
THE FILM 
 
So, how did we here on Long Island make a connection with this man from so distant a land?  I 
have come to think of Helen Boxwill, who lit the chalice this morning, as the Fellowship’s own 
ambassador to Africa—well, at least to Ethiopia and Burundi.  She met Rev. Fulgence at a 
General Assembly in Salt Lake City in 2009. 
 
She was impressed by the Rev.’s command of English given that Burundi is a French-speaking 
country.  They exchanged stories about their projects.  Helen, as I hope you know, was building 
a library (now completed) in Hosanna, Ethiopia.  She learned when she went there to train 
teachers that books simply were not available.  We at the Fellowship helped her collect and ship 
tons of them and funded some parts of the library project through our BOW grants and split 
plate. 
 
Rev. Fulgence’s stories centered on projects he runs from his small church. He had had much 
help getting established from his partner church in Kalamazoo, Michigan.  The Rev. Jill 
McAlister, whom we saw in the film, was the president of the ICUU for eight years.  I’m 
thinking after seeing that film that Rev. Fulgence may be the poster person in Africa for the 
International Council and for what can be achieved through the connections made between 
different UU congregations around the world. 
 
Our Fellowship raised money through our split plate program for some of the micro-loans that 
enabled women in Burundi to start small businesses.  Last year, we not only had one split plate to 
increase the number of loans available, after the huge market fire wiped out those small 
businesses that were keeping whole families fed, we did a second split plate for them.  There are 
now 100 families benefitting from the loans, as we learned in the film.  We also applied for and 
won a $5,000 grant from the UUA Women’s Federation to support literacy training, so the 
market women could learn to read and keep accounts. 
 
Many individuals in our Fellowship contribute toward the four year scholarships for capable 
students in Burundi who would otherwise not be able to go to college, as mentioned in the film.  
This is an on-going program that sponsors contribute to each year in the spring. 
 
There has been one donor from the Fellowship who wishes to remain anonymous, who will 
finance furnishings for a new RE wing of the Burundi church.  That person has also paid to pipe 
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water to a remote school.  These are two of several incredibly generous gifts that connections 
here in the Fellowship have made possible.   
 
We also voted in 2012 to become part of a mentoring coalition called the Association of 
Unitarienne Francophone Africans designed to support five emerging congregations in Central 
Africa.  Emerging congregations are those just forming – not yet large enough to be under the 
ICUU umbrella, but very much in need of guidance to grow. 
 
Rev. Fulgence now is working on a new initiative called the Dutabare Foundation to help 
vulnerable children, including those born with HIV/AIDS.  Burundi has one of the highest child 
mortality rates in the world.  19% of kids die before their fifth birthday.  This project could 
become vitally important and quite literally be a life-saver.     
 
In this poor, crowded country where 68% of the citizens live on $1.00 a day, and over 50% do 
not know how to read or write, there is so much more that Rev. Fulgence might do to improve 
peoples’ lives with support from us and other Unitarian Universalist congregations.  We have 
done a lot already, but the need is so great.  We can do more.   
 
There is a table in the Social Hall where you can learn about a tour of Burundi in April of this 
year that a few  members of the Fellowship are already planning to join.  If a picture is worth a 
thousand words, a trip to the country itself might be a life-altering experience.   
 
My own trip to Kenya some years back was just that.  It’s why I’m up here today.  We here at the 
Fellowship CAN make a difference and help bring about a better, fairer world!  


