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FEBRUARY 2016 
 
Monthly Theme: Desire 
 
Feb 7: "Losing Ourselves" When desire runs 
our lives, who do we become? How do we find 
ourselves once more? Rev. Jude preaching. 
Isabella on piano. 
 
Feb 14: "Standing On the Side of Love: 
Desire and the Art of Connection" - How does 
desire teach us compassion and empathy? Rev. 
Jude preaching. Choir singing. 
 
Feb 21:“Pop Songs About Desire - UU 
Values in Love Songs.” SPC service led by 
Liza Geonie. Isabella on piano. 
 
Feb 28:"Inch by Inch." Join us for our annual Stewardship service imagining together what we desire 
to be. Rev. Jude preaching. Choir singing. 
 
Any musicians who are interested in performing in a Sunday service, please email Richard Hyman, 
Music Director: music@uufh.org.Thank you! 
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FROM THE MINISTER 
It has been so good to see so many new faces around our Fellowship in the 
past few months.  If you’re new and looking for ways to get more connected 
to our community, please do reach out. For many, joining our Journey 
Groups is an excellent way to get to know one another, and to go more 
deeply into our sermons and our monthly themes. These monthly groups of 
6-12 people are a mixture of spiritual reflection and peer-to-peer support. 
You can learn more about them from our Director of Religious Education, 
Starr Austin (dre@uufh.org.) If you’re looking for ways to take part in our 
social service work, there’s still time to sign up for our Sunday evening Men’s 
Shelter. It takes many cooks and organizers to keep our cold weather shelter 
a warm and inviting place. You can learn more how to get involved by 
emailing info@uufh.org. All are welcome, and we are all better for one another’s presence! Welcome 
to our Fellowship!   ~ Warmly, Rev. Jude 

           

DIRECTOR OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION'S MESSAGE 

When it’s over, I want to say: All my life 
I was a bride married to amazement. 

I was the bridegroom, taking the world into my arms 
— Mary Oliver 

Desire is a word rarely used when we talk about spiritual virtues.  Following your 
heart’s desire seems like a flippant statement or a starry-eyed dream amidst 
bustling the kids to soccer practice while rebooking dental appointments on the 
phone at red lights.  What if desire is more than the island vacation fantasies in 
our minds while waiting in line at the DMV?  My spiritual teacher says desire is 
when what we want and what we need are finally in alignment.  What do you want 
that you also need?  After a month of exploring resistance my first thought is “justice.” I want justice for 
all people in our world and I need it, we all do, if we are to ever move toward being a peaceful world.  
What do you desire? What is living deep in your heart?  What does it mean for you to take the world 
into your arms?   ~ In Faith, Starr Austin ~ Director of Lifespan Religious Education 
 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

Because of the recent record-setting snow storm in our area, I had to cancel the services auction party 
that I had planned for the very day the storm hit.  I was initially disappointed at having to cancel the 
party, but then quickly settled into the idea of a nice, relaxing snow day.  Throughout the week I heard 
many people comment about what a snow day means to them. One woman says she cooks a whole 
turkey dinner just like Thanksgiving.  I heard mention of drinking wine and hot chocolate and baking 
brownies.  Another person commented, “Why is it always brownies, why never something healthy?!”  
In our house, a snow day means cooking and baking, building with Legos, playing Apples to Apples or 
Monopoly, and sharing a family meal without having to run out the door to activities.  It means enjoying 
the bright light that comes through the windows from the snow even though the sun isn’t shining.  It 
means sitting with a warm kitty in my lap, reading a good book.  On the other hand, it means squabbles.  
As one neighbor put it, “It’s a lot of together time if you know what I mean!”  There are worries about 
falling branches as the kids run out the door into blizzard conditions.  The fact that conditions will be 
perfect for playing outside tomorrow means nothing to them.  Wet boots litter the floor.  The weekend 
ends with hours of shoveling snow, albeit under a bright blue sunny sky.  How did you spend your snow 
day, or in this case your snow weekend, before returning to the fast pace of your busy life?    
                                                                                                                                    ~ Jennifer Thieke 
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VICE-PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
I thought that Jennifer Thieke's message in the January Beacon about hanging onto our UU values in 
regards to our children was excellent. Thank you, Madam President! It had me thinking particularly 
about our third Principle, "Acceptance of one another and encouragement to spiritual growth in our 
congregation" or as our RE kids say, "We're free to learn together." Sometimes the Principles are goals 
for us, both individually and as a congregation that we strive to live up to. I think it's important to realize 
that the Principles are also in action and being realized all the time. Of course, every Sunday when we 
gather and worship together in service we learn from each other. But we also accept each other and 
learn together in the Social Hall after service, in every committee meeting, and in every conversation 
and event that we participate in. In just the last few weeks I've had two conversations in particular with 
members that I didn't know all that well, and in each case I learned about their values and living 
experiences that they are passionate about. The Fellowship is changing all the time, new members 
come in; some members move away; volunteers and chairpersons change. In this way one can think 
of our Fellowship as a continuous work in progress and learning together strengthens us. I feel that 
being aware and open to this type of learning is essential for us in working together as we move forward 
and can assist us in shaping the type of Fellowship we want to continue to build.   ~ Michael Amendola 
 
Parking Lot Update  
You may have noticed that the parking lot was newly graded and repaired last month to get us through 
the winter, making it easier to plow and limiting our dangerous ice skating pools of recent years. The 
cost was $5,000, but the Parking Lot Committee felt that it was the best investment for safety we could 
make for the short term. The drywell repairs from Dec. 2014 are holding, though please be patient with 
the occasional slow-draining drywell in the North lot. It is another reason why the new plans include 
additional drywells to handle our property.  
 
Regarding the progress on gaining town approval for the plans we voted on in October 2014, we're 
getting ever closer. There are still a number of permits our engineer Jackie Peranteau from Prime 
Engineering is waiting for before she can resubmit the final plans--with all the input from 36 town 
departments--to the Planning Department. After that time, there will be a hearing.  
 
If all goes well, Jackie says, we can have all approvals by March. Then it's a matter of settling on one 
of the two contractors we're in negotiations with and getting on their calendars. (Note that we can't hire 
a contractor until we have a final list of requirements from the town.) We're cautiously optimistic and 
will continue to keep you posted. When we get the building permit, we'll make an announcement that 
very next Sunday. Meanwhile, be grateful that only one snowstorm to date means we're saving money 
on snowplowing compared to last winter!   ~ Liza Burby, Parking Lot Committee Chair 

 
Much Thanks 
 
Thank you so much to the congregation for the kind holiday gift. What a lovely surprise! 
~ Susie Byrnes, Fellowship Administrator  
 
A big thank you to the congregation for the generous holiday gift. It was very much appreciated. 
~ Bridgette Nicolini - Communications Specialist 
 
Thank you to all in the congregation whom contributed to the Staff Holiday Gift Fund 2015. Your 
generosity is always very much appreciated. I wish everyone happiness, good health and peace in 
2016.   ~ Marianne Reuter, Bookkeeper 

FELLOWSHIP NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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Committee Chairpersons Forum - February 7 - 12:15 pm - 1:30 pm  

Main Hall 

Attention All Committee Chairpersons. Please join The Board of Trustees for a Chairperson Forum in 
the Main Hall on Sunday, Feb 7 starting at 12:15pm. Board VP Michael Amendola will host with BOT 
Liaisons. Our Communications Specialist Bridgette Nicolini will discuss helpful aspects of 
communications toward publicizing committee events. We'll also touch on the new UUFH website, the 
upcoming Volunteer Fair (a great way to find new committee members), as well as sharing useful 
insights and ideas with each other. We hope to see you. Bagels provided!   ~ Michael Amendola 

 
Unsung Hero Nominations Needed  
Every year UUFH tries to honor and thank members who go above and beyond to continually do jobs 
or provide services at UUFH. The tradition dates back to June 20, 1993, when Wilton Baty and Elizabeth 
MacFarlane became the first recipients of the “UUFH Unsung Hero Award.” It had become apparent 
that some UUFHers spent countless hours at numerous and complex tasks that few folks knew about, 
hence they rarely heard so much as a “job well done” or even a simple “thank you.” And so was born a 
new annual ritual, to take place on a June Sunday, honoring our truly “unsung heroes.” Though we 
know that there are far more unseen and unsung heroes than this award can ever honor, we find 
meaning in lifting up the names of a few of our own, each June, to say a special thanks. Do you know 
of an unsung hero at UUFH? We would like to hear your nominations for this award. Please contact 
Kim Schultze (BOT Secretary) Phone: 631-897-1001 Email: Kim.Schultze@cbmoves.com to submit 
your nominations.   ~ Kim Schultze  
 
SERVICES AUCTION REMINDERS 
Anyone who takes a look at the Services Auction party calendar will be amazed that every weekend is 
filled with fun offerings and events. Unfortunately, the January snowstorm meant the postponement of 
two parties. Finding new dates for them was quite the challenge. If you are forced to cancel an event 
you are holding, first please check here, to see if there’s another party/event taking place before trying 
for a new date. 
http://www.togetherauction.com/uufh/calendar;jsessionid=E0108E665ED9387731B0823D28B9278C
?0 
Also, there are still numerous outstanding statements for the Services Auction, so please remember to 
send in your payments as soon as possible. If you need another copy, please contact me at 
lizaburby@verizon.net   ~ Liza Burby 
 
Are you interested in exploring the practice of observing Lent from a Unitarian Universalist 
perspective? Some UUs find the practice very powerful.  Email Starr if you are interested in receiving 
a weekly message throughout the Lenten season (Feb.10 - Mar. 26).  dre@uufh.org   ~ Starr Austin 
 

SPLIT THE PLATE CHARITY FOR FEBRUARY 2016 IS:    

NAACP Back to School/Stay in School Program 

The Beyond Our Walls Sunday split-plate charity of the month for February 
2016 is the Education Committee of the Huntington branch of the NAACP. 
The UUFH has long been a supporter of the work of the scholarship and 
educational committee, and the branch looks forward to our continuing 
support. The focus this year is the BTS/SIS program, which is a Back to 
School/Stay in School program, providing students from elementary 

through high school with academic and social support. The overall goal seeks to enhance student 
success by reducing absenteeism and dropout rates, and seeks also to provide a higher level of 
academic and cultural enrichment. 

http://www.togetherauction.com/uufh/calendar;jsessionid=E0108E665ED9387731B0823D28B9278C?0
http://www.togetherauction.com/uufh/calendar;jsessionid=E0108E665ED9387731B0823D28B9278C?0
mailto:lizaburby@verizon.net
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On Sunday, Feb. 7, Irene Moore, the Scholarship Committee Coordinator (a familiar voice here at the 
UUFH), will speak to the congregation about the program and its activities. Your generous support of 
this program will continue our tradition of supporting the advancement of our community's young 
people. 

~ Paul Glatzer, Social Justice Committee Member/Ralph Talierico, UUFH Beyond Our Walls 
 
February Gallery Exhibit 
UUFH Gallery 

The exhibit is in celebration of Black History Month. Artists to be announced.  

 ~ Connie Wain Schwartz 

 
Sankofa - Friday, February 5, 7:30 
Written and Directed by Haile Gerima 
“In Sankofa, a contemporary African-American woman travels back in time and 
experiences slavery. Haile Gerima's poetic and precisely detailed film takes its 
audience into its heroine's life and mind as her moral sense is challenged and 
changed. No viewer can avoid the discomforting questions the film so eloquently 
raises.” The New York Times Film Review.For more information, contact Diana 
Weaving, 631-804-4605 or zekelet@gmail.com   ~ Diana Weaving 
 

 
February Movie Night - Manon of the Spring 
Friday, February 12 - 7:30 pm - 10 pm  
UUFH Main Hall  
Wow, what a long cliff hanger! Manon of the Spring is part two (following the 
masterpiece Jean de Florette) of director Claude Berri's harrowing tale of greedy, 
conspiring neighbors who first block their new neighbor's water source, then try to 
steal their land for a song. The second film features the now grown daughter (the 
stunningly beautiful Emmanuelle Béart) who tries to make things right as she 
discovers the truth about her father's death. Please see Jean de Florette (DVD is 
available at the Huntington Public Library) before viewing this film. 
 

The new film/discussion series is held in the Main Hall on the second Friday of each month at 7:30 pm. 
This adult RE offering will present those subjects that dovetail nicely with the Fellowship’s monthly 
themes. Films chosen for the series will be master art house films that may have been missed the first 
time around but have stood the test of time and remain classic, important films worthy of deep 
discussion. Buttered popcorn, pastries, hot and cold beverages will be served! Open to the public. 
Future Series Dates (Second Fridays through June 2016): March 11, April 8, May 13   ~ Susie Byrnes 

 
SECOND SUNDAY POTLUCK!  February 14 
UUFH Social Hall 
Gather after service to enjoy a meal together while meeting new people 
and reconnecting with old friends! Bring a dish to share! Please bring food 

to the kitchen and help bring it out to the serving table after service. Extra food will be available so 
everyone is welcome! Help is always welcome! Come at 10 am for set up or after you eat, come lend 
a hand in the kitchen for clean up.Future Potluck Dates (Every Second Sunday through June): March 
13, April 10, May 8, June 12. Questions email Royal, rforest@gmail.com   ~ Royal Forest 
 

mailto:zekelet@gmail.com
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"Just Mercy" Common Read - Part 3, February 14, Noon - 1:30 pm  
Session 3 of the Common Read discussion of "Just Mercy," sponsored by the Social Justice 
Committee. All are welcome. Rescheduled from Jan. 24 (snowstorm).  
~ Christine Pisani 
 
 

Poetry as Spiritual Practice - February 17, 7 pm - 8:30 pm  
Board Room  
Our poetry group resumes after a long break for the holidays. Please join us in the 
board room the THIRD Wednesday of each month for writing exercises, the sharing of 
poetry, and a brief discussion on how this supports us spiritually. Email Starr, 

dre@uufh.org, for more info.   ~ Starr Austin 
 
6th Annual Joan McWade and Todd Stutzman Memorial Blood Drive  
February 21 - 9:30 am - 2 pm 
UUFH Social Hall  
Our community hospitals need your help. Please share this lifesaving gift!  
Age 16 – 75 (16 year olds must have parental permission; 76 and over need 
doctor’s note.Sign-up sheets will be available during Sunday coffee hour through 
Feb. 14.For more information, please call Ms. Johanna Leopold, 631-673-3539  
~ Johanna Leopold  
 

UUFH Annual Luncheon - February 28, 11:30 am  
UUFH Sanctuary  
Please join us immediately after Sunday service for the UUFH ANNUAL LUNCHEON. This year's 
theme is GROW OUR UUFH, Inch by Inch. Food, entertainment and child care will be provided, so 
mark your calendars and join us for this celebration!   ~ Jan Brenner 
 

 
LAST LICKS CAFE presents: 
Bliss Blood and Al Street  
Sat., February 27 - 7:30 pm 
(Open mic starts 7:30 followed by main act) 

Admission $15 ($10Seniors/Students) 
Singer Bliss Blood and virtuoso guitarist Al Street 

return for their third performance at Last Licks Cafe. Formed as a duo in 2010 
to write original acoustic music together, they have released three CDs: 
"Evanescent," "Live on the Lilac" and "Unspun,” with 14 all original 
compositions. Their songs range in style from waltzes, blues and psychedelia to film-inspired torch songs, as 
well as a new series of "noir" tunes. 
 
Bliss and Al continue to play as a duo and have also expanded their band to include vibraphonist Tom Beckham, 
Marcus Parsley on horns and Jim Fryer on trumpet and trombone, with a repertoire of over 100 tunes, including 
1920's blues and jazz, 50's and 60's 'cool jazz' vocal tunes, film music and originals. They perform all around the 
NY area at places as diverse as The Flatiron Room, The Soho Grand Hotel Club Room, The Manderley Bar in 
the McKittrick Hotel, wineries and restaurants and private events.   ~ Jack DeMasi 
 
Note: The Fauxtones have been rescheduled to March 26.  

UUFH FUNDRAISERS 
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CALLING ALL VOLUNTEERS! - Volunteer Fair - Sunday, March 6 - 11:45 am - 12:30 pm  
Social Hall  
Are you looking for a way to become more involved at the Fellowship? If so, please come to our 
Volunteer Fair on March 6 immediately following the service in the Social Hall.  There will be 
representatives from our many committees to answer questions and to help you find a volunteer 
opportunity that aligns with your passion, interests, and talents. There is something for everyone. We 
hope to see you there! ~ Michael Amendola 
 
Committee on Ministry Forum - Sun., March 13 Noon - 1 pm& Wed., April 20, 11  
Worship Hall  
Committee on Ministry (COM) is committed to supporting our Congregation’s health and well-being as 
we journey forward into this New Year. We are a committee of six who continue to work on issues 
relative to the health of our ministry together. 
 
To that end, we would like to hear from you. In order to facilitate communication, we have created a 
Committee on Ministry (COM) e-mail address. Please feel free to reach out to us through that e-mail. 
It is uufhcom@gmail.com. 
 
Additionally, we will be hosting two forums. These will be an opportunity for you to meet with us in a 
small group. You may have questions, concerns, and positive feedback you would like to share.  
 
The first forum will be on Sunday March 13 at noon. This is our pot luck Sunday. Please prepare a 
plate and meet with us in the Worship Hall. 
The second forum will be on Wednesday April 20 at 11:00. This is before a Not Necessarily Seniors 
(NNS) meeting, so please come join us in the board room before the meeting begins at 12:00.As 
always, you can feel free to reach out to any of us through personal e-mails and telephone. We look 
forward to hearing from you.   ~ In Fellowship, Bob Bader, Andy Feigin, Dave Schulman, Mary 
Sussman, Carlene Tockman & Nikki Willard 
 
Notice of Annual Congregational Meeting April 10, 12:15 pm 
UUFH Main Hall  
The first of our Annual congregational meetings for this year will be held on Sunday, April 10 at 12:15 
in the Main Worship Hall. At this meeting we will vote to elect officers, fill vacancies on the Board of 
Trustees, the Committee on Ministry and the Endowment committee. At this meeting we will also vote 
to elect the candidates for the Nominating Committee for the succeeding year and approve the minutes 
of the last congregational meeting in June of 2015. There will also be an update on the parking lot and 
the budget. Other business may be addressed by the Board of Trustees or may be brought up by a 
member from the floor. Bagels and coffee will be served. All members of UUFH are  
encouraged to attend.   ~ Kim Schultze, BOT Secretary 
  

UUFH COMMITTEES -  SAVE THE DATES FOR MARCH & APRIL 

mailto:uufhcom@gmail.com
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