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FROM THE MINISTER 
Last month, in the Beacon I made a special invitation to folks to reach out who 
were interested in talking with me, either to answer questions about our 
Fellowship or simply to get to know one another better. Thank you to those of 
you who did reach out. I appreciate how busy our lives can be and it means a 
lot to me to get the chance to know one another better. One thing I learned 
from this is that some of us have a misperception surrounding my office hours. 
I’m realizing that some of us think they need to meet with me only within the 
hours of 11am-3pm Monday and Wednesday. In fact, most of such meetings 
with members, friends and newcomers are later in the day or in the evening. 
Those listed hours are simply the times I’m available for unplanned drop-ins. I 
try not to schedule committee meetings during those times, and avoid making 
pastoral visits then aside from emergencies. If you ever feel like you can’t reach me by email or cell phone 
(printed in the Directory), please contact the office and they’ll help make sure I didn’t miss your message. If you 
want to schedule a meeting, email me directly or call the office. My cell phone is always on for pastoral 
emergencies. I am here for you. Do reach out! ~ Warmly, Rev. Jude 
 

DIRECTOR OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION'S MESSAGE 
The monthly theme for June is honesty.  What does it mean to be a people of 
honesty?  Twelve step programs talk about “rigorous honesty.” This refers to 
honesty beyond just “not telling lies” and extends into every aspect of our lives.  
What does it mean to be honest about who we are, our motivations, and our 
doubts?  What does it mean to be honest in our relationships beyond just not 
telling lies? 
 
One might say what the Religious Education Council has been doing these past 
several months is getting rigorously honest about our responsibility to children, 
youth, and families as well as our to our volunteers.  We’ve crafted a mission 

statement, cast a vision for creating life-long UUs, engaged in deep study about some new methods 
in programming, and made decisions for change to better support our mission and our families here 
at UUFH. 
 
One way we are doing this is through launching a new program in the fall for 
middle and high school youth.  We are calling it Youth Night! In this weekly 
program, youth will have a chance to bring their homework and get help from 
peers as well as their youth advisers.  We will offer free tutoring in math 
every week and some weeks we will have tutors in English and science as 
well.  We will provide a meal and break bread together.  The youth will have 
opportunities every week to lead a worship service for the group and to 
determine activities, games, and social justice projects throughout the year.   
 
Youth Night serves families by providing support for academic endeavors 
and having adults who also promote our UU values to our kids. It serves our 

youth by empowering them to largely be in charge of their own worship 
and programming each week, while under the care of trained youth 
advisers.   
It supports creating life-long UU identity by providing another way for youth to deepen their 
connections to our faith and by giving them adults other than parents who care for them and have 

http://uufh.org/pdfs/Youth-Night.pdf
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their best interest at heart.  Faith identity is largely built on whether or not youth have positive and 
continued interactions with adults in their faith community outside of their family. 
 
We hope our families will make a commitment to this program each week.  We know your schedules 
are often full, but we hope you see the value in making this a priority. We ask you to take time to 
honestly reflect on your investments of time and consider what you are investing in for your child with 
regular attendance in this new and exciting program.~ In Faith, Starr Austin 
 
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
At the annual congregational meeting on Sunday, June 7, the BOT will officially present the 2015-16 
budget for members to vote on. The Finance Committee and the BOT have spent numerous hours 
and meetings crunching the numbers, consulting with outside leaders, and even holding two forums 
so you can weigh in as well. Though we are unable to present a balanced budget, the fact is that as a 
congregation we’re doing so many things right. For one thing, we’ve identified and are talking about 
our financial picture. While ours mirrors many other congregations post-recession, we have a unique 
situation in that we have also experienced an unprecedented number of losses of donors who have 
moved or passed away this past year, and that has impacted us in many ways. But we are also 
fortunate that we own our property outright. We also have investment and endowment funds thanks 
to the generosity of past members. We’re in the process of getting a major improvement to our lot. 
And we’ve still managed to act on our faith and mission by making generous donations to outside 
organizations whose work we support. Meanwhile, we’re also taking proactive measures to build our 
revenue over time with our new fundraising committee and plans for expanding outside rentals. It may 
take some time to close the budget gap, but I’m proud of the partnership the BOT has with all of you 
to help us turn around these budget issues.  
 
As we prepare to vote, we must keep in mind what Rev. Jude reminds the BOT of: That the first 
priority of our Fellowship is our Mission. Our budget is a moral document that reflects our Mission.  All 
of what we do is in the service of our Vision. With that in mind, we will come together on June 7 to 
vote on our budget and plan for our next steps together. Call me to chat about it at 631-549-4483 or 
email me at lizaburby@verizon.net ~ Liza Burby 
 
VICE-PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
Throughout the pledge drive and the budget forum one thing has become clear: times are changing at 
UUFH! As change ushers in, I have been giving some thought to what it means to act within the 
guidelines of the Congregational Covenant. The Covenant can be found on our website, uufh.org, 
under the “Welcome Home” and “Who We Are” tabs.  It is easy enough to read, and perhaps also 
easy to commend ourselves on what we perceive to be our impeccable values, but translating those 
values into action is a different endeavor.  The rule in my house: “Mom is always right,” which my 
family refers to in jest, to my chagrin doesn’t apply at the Fellowship.  For those of us who are used to 
being in charge, either at work or home, remaining “in covenant” can be a challenge!  Many 
decisions, from designing the parking lot to balancing the budget and everything in between, call on 
us to synthesize our divergent values into a workable plan. We are all stewards of the Fellowship.  As 
such, I challenge us all to not only tolerate, but to embrace our differing opinions and to renew our 
commitment to each other and to the continued viability of the Fellowship. As we work together 
toward a sustainable and thriving Fellowship, I plan to keep a copy of the Congregational Covenant in 
my back pocket.~ Jennifer Thieke 
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NOTICE OF ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING - Sun., June 7 - 12:15 pm  
UUFH Main Hall  
The second of our Annual congregational meetings will be held on Sunday, June 7, 2015 at 12:15 in 
the Main Worship Hall. At this meeting we will vote on the remaining officers to fill vacancies on the 
Board of Trustees and the Committee on Ministry, as well as the minutes from the April 26 
congregational meeting http://uufh.org/pdfs/Congregational-Meeting-Minutes-2015-04-26.pdf  
 
IF YOU HAVE TROUBLE OPENING THE PDFs, COPY AND PASTE THE LINKS TO YOUR 
BROWSER. 
 
We will also vote on the 2015-’16 budget.  
http://uufh.org/pdfs/UUFH-May-26-Budget-2015-16-5-29-15.pdf 
Bagels and coffee will be served. All members of the UUFH are encouraged to attend.  
 
WE HEAR YOU!: 
STEWARDSHIP SURVEY UPDATE COMMUNICATIONS BRAINSTORMING MEETING 
Thurs., June 25 - 7:00 pm - 8:30 pm 
UUFH Social Hall  
Wow, what a busy few months it has been! The Stewardship Committee has been busy collating the 
completed surveys, reviewing your comments and suggestions and providing feedback to our 
Fellowship Leadership. Thank you for sharing with us your thoughts and experiences. We have a 
better sense of what you feel our Fellowship does best, what is important, what connects us to each 
other and what we can still do better. As we collate the information we will share it with the Fellowship 
and our leadership. One area that was frequently mentioned by survey respondents was 
"communication." Some survey respondents see improvements, others still have concerns. With this 
in mind, the Stewardship Committee is hosting a "Communications Brainstorming Meeting" in the 
Social Hall on Thursday June 25 at 7 pm. Please come ready to share your ideas. Please contact me 
or Sue McGovern with any questions or concerns. Hope to see you there! 

~ Lisa LoPiano Moskowitz 
 
MESSAGE FROM THE BOARD 
I get up every morning and do what I call a “triage assessment” of my day. I always have more things 
to do than I can possibly complete. What are the most important things I must do today? This also 
applies to my money. I have very limited funds and have more things to spend my money on than I 
have money to spend. What are the most important things to spend my money on? I am a 
homeowner with one income and find that daily bills and house maintenance are the things that most 
of my money seems to go to. Things like updating my house or going on a nice vacation never make 
it to the top of my financial triage list. Here at UUFH the Finance committee and the Board are doing 
the same thing – a financial triage to try to balance the budget.  
 
However, due in large part to circumstances like losing a lot of high donors over the last 2 years and 
very high cost of maintaining our buildings – we find ourselves with a budget we may not be able to 
balance this year. There is just no fat to cut. Things we are doing now to address this problem will 
only help us for next year. They will not help pay this year’s bills. So I have personally made a $1000, 

FELLOWSHIP BUSINESS & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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POETRY AS SPIRITUAL PRACTICE  
Thursday, June 18, 6:30 - 8 pm 
UUFH Board Room 
Does writing feed your soul? Are you interested in developing your craft? Are 
you looking for new ways to develop your spiritual practice? Join us each 
month as we explore the spiritual practice of writing poetry. This adult religious 
education group is open to beginners as well as seasoned poets. Through the 
use of writing prompts, discussion on prose and poetry, and exploration of our 

monthly theme, we will strengthen our writing muscles in this spiritual practice. ~ Starr Austin 
 

 
HOT OFF THE GRILL- Young adult BBQ at Shelter Rock 
Saturday, June 6 - 1 pm - 4 pm 
LOCATION: Shelter Rock UU Congregation 

Veatch House Terrace 
This event is open to young adults in the Metro NY district. Childcare is provided 
REGISTER WITH THIS LINK! http://conta.cc/1Ea5Grp 
 
COMING OF AGE DATES AND LOCATIONS: 
The locations of the LIAC COA (Coming of Age) meetings are as follows: 
June 6 - Huntington  ~ Matthew Barish  

 
SOPHIA FAHS RELIGIOUS CAMP  
For more information and to register visit: www.liacuu.org/Fahs  

~ Matthew Barish 
 
 

 
INVITATION TO UUA’S GENERAL ASSEMBLY (GA) 2015 
Wed., June 24 - Portland, Oregon 

General Assembly (GA) is the annual meeting of our Unitarian 
Universalist Association (UUA). Attendees worship, witness, 
learn, connect and make policy for the Association through 
democratic process. This year GA is in Portland, Oregon, June 
24-28. The theme for GA 2015 is “Building a New Way.” Most 

events will be held in the Oregon Convention Center, 777 NE Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd, Portland, 
OR 97232. UUFH can send six delegates and registration began in March. More info on GA, 
registration costs and hotel/travel costs can be found at http://www.uua.org/ga/index.shtml. Please 
contact me (UUFH BOT Secretary) at 631-897-1001 or  Kim.Schultze@cbmoves.comif you would like 
to attend.~ Kim Schultze 

THE GREATER COMMUNITY 
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Today’s Editor: Bridgette Nicolini 

 
Next Beacon:  
Tuesday, June 30, 2015 
 
* Beacon Deadline:  
Wednesday, June 15, 2015 
 

For Beacon submissions go to: 
www.uufh.org/e-publication-
posting-request 

Unitarian Universalist 
Fellowship of Huntington 

109 Brown’s Road 
Huntington, NY 11743 

Office Hours: Monday - Thursday, 
9:00 AM - 2:00PM 

Fridays, 11:30AM - 1:30 PM 
 

Tel.: 631-427-9547 
 

Email: office@uufh.org 
Website: www.uufh.org 

 

Rev. Jude Geiger, Minister 
 

Starr Austin, Director of Religious Education 
 

Richard Hyman, Music Director 
 

Susie Byrnes, Administrator 
 

Liza Burby, President 
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