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UPCOMING SUNDAY SERVICES 
 

December Theme: Joy 
 
Dec 7: "Facing the Holidays" How do we cope 
when the holidays stir feelings of sadness,  
depression or loss? Where do we find joy when 
everyone around us feels more at ease than we 
do; at a time when society tells us we must be 
happy? Rev. Jude preaching; choir singing. 
 
Dec 14: "All Will Be Well" Reflections on the 
wisdom of the mystic, Julian of Norwich. Rev. 
Jude preaching; choir singing. 
 
Dec 21: "Winter Festival of Peace, Love and 
Lights": This multigenerational, family-friendly 
Youth Co-Led service will honor the holidays of 
Hanukkah, Yule and Christmas. Rev. Jude will be preaching; Isabella on piano. 
 
Dec 24 – 5 pm: Our annual Christmas Pageant celebrating the birth of Jesus. Rev. Jude preaching 
Youth Choir and multigenerational orchestra offering music. Bring mittens, hats and scarves for the 
mitten tree. 
 
Dec 24 - 7pm: Our Christmas Eve contemplative service. Rev. Jude preaching; choir singing. 
The Choir will be accompanied by a string quartet in music by Bach, Mozart and one other piece. The 
quartet will also play the gathering music and the offertory.  Bring mittens, hats and scarves for the 
mitten tree. 
  
Dec 28th: "The Joy of Singing and Music" 
We'll talk about the Joy of Singing, how music effects us and how we experience life. SPC will lead; 
 Isabella on piano. 
 
To all congregants:  If you are interested in performing music at a Sunday service, please contact 
Richard Hyman at music@uufh.org 
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experience the absence of joy. I look forward to engaging in this work together. 
 ~ In Faith, Starr Austin - Director of Religious Education   

 
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

 
I am always amazed at how many volunteers come forward when we really need them, and the 
Services Auction last month was no exception. I asked for help with set up the night before, and an 
enthusiastic group of 20 from ages 10 to 93 showed up and made the night a fun one. When the 
Auction ended, within a half hour the main hall and 
kitchen were returned to order as though the TV 
character from “Bewitched” had wiggled 
her nose. And there was a lot of work done from 
August on to bring the Auction to fruition, and 
more after as well. There were so many volunteers 
that a list would be incomplete, so please 
accept this as a heart- felt thank you to all of you 
who helped make the event happen. But I do 
have to single out my fellow Board members 
Jean Marra, Jennifer Thieke and Amy Olander 
for the support they gave me when I unexpectedly 
became chair of the event, and to Jennifer 
Sappell who handled the Herculean task of 
compiling the offerings, the bidding sheets, and 
sending out your statements. If you haven’t 
yet received your statement, please let her 
know. And of course, please pay them soon. The Auction has yielded $22,500 after expenses, which 
is something to celebrate, to be sure. But it is $7,500 short of what we budgeted for our operating 
expenses. There are numerous Second Chance Auction items, parties, services and excursions that 
have additional spots available. We hope to have a volunteer who can take on coordinating that. But 
in the meantime, if you offered something that still has space for additional bidders, please reach out 
to webmaster@uufh.org and indicate where you’d like us to announce it. Perhaps on our new bulletin 
board or in the next Beacon?  
 
Regarding the parking lot, frustrating though it is, we shouldn’t be surprised at the snail’s pace 
everything takes, and the timing is against us for completing it this year. We couldn’t get final 
contractor bids until we had a final report from the engineer. And then we learned we would need to 
proceed with a permitting process from the town. So here we are in December with plenty of time to 
get ready for spring work. Meanwhile, we are looking into ways to ensure the existing lot is safe for 
one more winter. That will most likely include pumping out our existing drywells and possibly working 
with Southdown to use their lot on very bad days, with a volunteer shuttle service between the two 
buildings. I’ll keep everyone posted about that. But disappointing though it is not to be moving ahead 
as quickly as we like, we are indeed closer than we have ever been before. With that in mind I do 
believe we can handle one more winter of Lake Ira and whatever we call the main lot lake.  
 
As always, feel free to contact me at 631-549-4483 or lizaburby@verizon.net                    ~ Liza Burby 
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VICE-PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
 

Amidst new staff, new ideas and a new construction project with all of its challenges, the Fellowship is 
undergoing some major changes.  During this period of rapid change, I continually strive to keep the 
end goal in mind and to envision what the end result will look like.  Sometimes having vision requires 
a little imagination.  To this end, I reproduce here, with her permission, a poem written by my 
daughter Natalie that I found scribbled on an order of service, specifically the Sunday Program 
Committee’s summer 2014 service titled “Imagination.” 

 
Imagination 

Wishing, Dreaming; 
Thinking of a better place than the place where you are; 

The ability to create a fantasy, 
Or a friend; 

Or dreaming up something that is, or could become, a reality. 
 

~ Jennifer Thieke 
 
 

SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
UPCOMING BOARD FORUMS  
 
With so much going on in the Fellowship, it’s good for the Board and the congregation to have a 
chance to touch base. To that end, the Board will hold an open forum on Sunday, Dec. 7 at 12:15 (to 
give RE teachers time to join us). Come with questions, comments and ideas to share.  
 
Also, on Sunday, Jan. 11, Jennifer Thieke, vice-president, will have a Liaison-Committee Chair forum 
at 12:15. It’s a mid-year check-in to see how things are going with your committees. Last year’s 
meeting proved an opportunity for committees to interact and share ideas.  

~ Liza Burby 
 
 

‘TIS THE SEASON TO REMEMBER OUR STAFF 

At this festive time of the year, it is our custom to pay tribute to our professional 
staff, including our Minister Jude Geiger, Director of Religious Education Starr 
Austin, Music Director Richard Hyman, Office Manager Susie Byrnes, 
Communications Specialist Bridgette Nicolini, and bookkeeper Marianne 
Reuter. Each one of these people does so much for us all year. Please join in 
providing a special holiday gift to show them our appreciation. Send one check 

(to be divided among the staff), payable to UUFH, and denote “Holiday Gift” on the memo line. Mail 
your check to the Fellowship office attention Treasurer, or put it clearly marked in the collection 
basket on Sunday morning. Please submit your checks by Dec. 21. 

~Jean Marra, Treasurer 
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SEND HOLIDAY GREETINGS AND BENEFIT OTHERS  

Instead of purchasing and mailing holiday greeting cards to your Fellowship friends, please consider 
sending your greetings to the office, with a check addressed UUFH (memo: Min Disc. Fund) Your 
greeting will be published in the Beacon on an appropriately festive page, and your donation will be 
added to the Minister’s Discretionary Fund. A win-win opportunity! 

The Minister’s Discretionary Fund exists solely through individual contributions. Its purpose is to offer 
short-term financial assistance to those who are experiencing a difficult time in their lives. Only the 
Minister has access to this account, and all disbursements are at his discretion. Donations to this 
Fund may be made at any time during the year in celebration or commemoration of any occasion. 
The major source of contributions, however, is the annual infusion of money that is given in lieu of 
sending commercial greeting cards every December. Your short, signed greetings will be included in 
the Dec. 23 Beacon, so please write your greeting and send it in now along with your contributions. 
The deadline is Dec. 08. Thank You! 

~ Board of Trustees 

 TOO MANY REQUESTS FOR YOUR MONEY? 

The Board is sensitive to these feelings. We try to manage the number of appeals made each year. 
However, since we are a lively and engaged congregation with varied concerns and interests, we are 
bound to be involved in a multitude of worthwhile and admirable causes. We do not want to decide 
which ones may approach you for money. We do not want to guess which ones you might want to 
support. Therefore, please realize that participation in any of these appeals is strictly voluntary. We 
do not want to block the support of those who have the interest and the means; likewise we do not 
want to put pressure on those with neither the inclination nor the wherewithal to make donations. 
Although we bring these requests for money to you through the Beacon, we want you to freely decide 
what is appropriate and comfortable for you. 

~ Board of Trustees 

HOLIDAY BEACON SCHEDULE 
Deadline for the January Beacon submission is  
Monday, December 8. 
 

 

ANNUAL ORNAMENT EXCHANGE 

I love holiday traditions, and I’ve been hosting this one for over 20 years: our 
annual ornament exchange. Please join me for holiday cheer, snacks and great 
conversation on Wednesday, Dec. 10 at 7:30. Bring a wrapped ornament for $12 
or less, as well as a holiday snack or wine to share. This began as a mothers’ 
group event, but for the past several years it has been for UUFH women of all 
ages. We meet at my house at 152 West 19th Street in Huntington Station. 
Please RSVP to lizaburby@verizon.net or 631-549-4483. Feel free to ask me for 
more details and ask around for “guest reviews.” I can guarantee you’ll leave with 
a gorgeous ornament and experience lots of laughter.                      ~ Liza Burby 
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PICK A STAR CHILD FOR THE HOLIDAYS 

"Star Child" is our annual toy drive to benefit the local Huntington Community. The recipient of 
our donations is the Family Service League in Huntington. We help solicit donations by handing out 
"gift suggestion stars" each Sunday from Nov. 23 thru Dec. 7 and finally deliver the toys to Family 
Service League.  

Each year Family Service League sends us a list of 
suggested of toys/items to purchase. The greatest need is 
getting appropriate gifts for children ages 10-13, so gift 
cards are suggested. Look for youth in the social hall 
during coffee hour to pick up a star. We need all the toys on or 
before December 14th so they can be delivered the next day. 

More information about the program from the Family 
Service League's flyer: "This very special program gives 
parents who are struggling financially the opportunity to 
choose two new unwrapped gifts for each of their children. 
Parents are invited to shop at no cost to them and are given the pleasure of presenting gifts to their 
children. We are asking for your help with donations of new unwrapped toys and gift cards for 
children ages birth through 13, financial donations and/or new wrapping paper." 

~ The Senior Youth  

HOLIDAY SHOPPING TO BENEFIT THE FELLOWSHIP  
 
As you do your on-line holiday shopping this year, you can help the fellowship by logging on to our 

website www.uufh.org/community/shop shop and looking at the 
bottom of the opening page for a link to Amazon.com or 
iGive.com. When you shop through these sites, the fellowship 
will get a percentage of what you spend, at no cost to you. It is 

easy and takes very little extra effort. The dollars do add up. Several hundreds of dollars have come 
in to us through the years in this way. Please help us out. Thanks!  

~ Finance Committee 
 
ATTENTION ALL MUSICIANS YOUNG AND OLD! 
 
The Intergenerational Orchestra is again gearing up to play carols in the Christmas 
Pageant at the Family Service on Christmas Eve. Rehearsals will on Dec 7, 14, 
and 21 during RE class time. 

Whether you are a beginner or more advanced player, we would love to have you 
join the group. If you are interested in playing please come to the rehearsal. Bring 
your instrument as well as a pencil and music stand. If you have any questions 
please contact Michael Amendola atmijer@optonline.net ~ Michael Amendola 
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at Winthrop University Hospital and North Shore LIJ Cohen's Hospital. 
 
Again this year, we feel blessed that you chose to be part of our SIAB family. Your congregation has 
the most generous and loving hearts.  On behalf of every hospitalized child that feels calmer, safer, 
and better, we thank you. 
                                    ~ With much appreciation and gratitude, Nan Barin, CEO, Smile In A Bag 

 
 

THE LONG ISLAND MINISTERIAL LEAVE PROGRAM: HELP from our neighboring UUs  
When We Need It! 

The Long Island Ministerial Leave Program (LIMLP) was established by the Long Island Cluster of the 
Metro New York District Chapter of the UU Ministers Association about seven years ago. Any Long 
Island UU Congregation can be a member of the program. The purpose of the program is to reduce 
the stress on congregations whose minister is taking some kind of leave from his or her duties. In any 
given year a UU minister on Long Island may take a sabbatical leave or need to take time off for 
personal reasons. LIMLP sees that the congregation whose minister is on leave receives pulpit 
coverage by a minister for one Sunday a month and emergency pastoral care coverage by a minister 
for one month, each for up to six months per year. 

Participating congregations covenant with their own minister(s) and with other LIMLP member 
congregations to lend (one of) their minister(s) no more than twice annually to a congregation whose 
minister is on leave. The minister serves a leave pulpit on a Sunday s/he would normally be 
preaching at their home congregation, not on a day off. The minister's home congregation agrees to 
make other arrangements to cover their own pulpit that Sunday. The LIMLP has been working 
smoothly all these years and recently created a new and clearer version of its guiding documents. 
With gladness and in the spirit of collegiality and community our congregation has signed an 
agreement to commit to participation in this program for the next six years. 

The Rev. Margie Allen and Frances McGuire of the UU Fellowship at Stony Brook are the current 
Program Managers. The other participating congregations are: Shelter Rock, Huntington, 
Freeport and Bridgehampton. We expect membership in the LIMLP to grow in the next few years. Our 
minister, Rev. Jude Geiger, and lay leader, Carol Towne, are the program representatives from our 
congregation. Please feel free to direct any questions you might have to either of us.  

Here is our contact information:  Rev. Jude Geiger, phone: 631-427-9547, email, minister@uufh.org; 
Carol Towne, phone 631-543-6624, email: litowne@verizon.net. 

~ Carol Towne 

LIVING WITH DEMOCRACY - (Committee on Ministry) 
 

Committee on Ministry (COM) is committed to supporting our Congregation’s health and well-being 
as we journey forward, encountering issues and the collective decisions made regarding those 
issues. In this process, COM has become increasingly aware of the importance, strengths and 
challenges of our cherished 5th Principle, by which we pledge to affirm and promote: The right of 
conscience and the use of the democratic process within our congregations and in society at large. 

 
We of the UUFH make diligent efforts to include all when decisions are at hand. Nevertheless, in a 
congregation of our size, disagreement can cause anguish to those who hold a minority opinion and 
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to the congregation as a whole, who feel respect and compassion for the dissenters. Perhaps the 
greatest challenge for life in a democracy is the ability to live joyfully even when on the minority side 
of a decision. 
 
As Rev. Audette Fulbright of the Unitarian Universalist Church or Roanoke, Virginia states: “The 
democratic process, while not easy, is the best governing principle for a free people that the crafters 
of our seven principles could conceive.” 
 
Rev. Theresa Novakof the Berkeley, California Fellowship of Unitarian Universalists states, “We have 
our other principles to guide us as we practice democracy…” In particular, Rev. Fulbright stresses the 
importance of our 6thPrinciple, which alludes to our overarching UU mission and vision: The goal of 
world community with peace, liberty, and justice for all. 
 
As always, the COM is available to offer support for members who might be struggling with 
Congregational decisions.  We're committed to doing whatever we can to help members find a way to 
live well with the majority's final decisions. May we all draw strength and meaning from our 7 
Principles and continue to honor and respect the individual while embracing the democratic process.  
 

~ The Committee on Ministry (COM) 

 

 
NOT NECESSARILY SENIORS 
Wednesday, Dec. 3 - 12 pm/1 pm 
 
Don Knight is the presenter at the Dec. 3 NNS meeting. To illustrate how our brains can adapt to new 
situations, Don will teach us something called "Strange Writing." Using a technique developed by a 
Cambridge University researcher, NNS members will learn how to read a long paragraph in which 
almost all of the words are spelled incorrectly. They will also learn how to read a paragraph where 
most of the words are made of numbers instead of letters. 
 
This will be followed by John Denver's last DVD which takes us on a personal journey where he 
remembers the people and places that inspired him. His music accompanies videos featuring 
children, eagles, horses and other wildlife. We’ll meet at the usual place (the social hall), the usual 
time (12 noon to 1 pm) for a bag lunch followed by Don’s presentation which begins at 1 pm. Coffee, 
tea and cookies will be provided. In addition, don’t forget that our Holiday Party is on Wednesday, 
Dec. 17. Any ideas for entertainment at the Holiday Party will be welcome.  

~ Don Knight (NNS) 
 

  

UPCOMING EVENTS 
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INTERGENERATIONAL GAMES NIGHT 
Saturday, Dec. 6 - 7- 9 pm 
 
LIAC AND UU Connect present Intergenerational Games Night on Saturday, Dec. 
6 (7- 9 pm) at UUFH. There will be fun, games, snacks and bingo too. Bring your 
family and friends! For more information, please contact David Silver at 
dre@snuuc.org. 

~ David Silver 
 
 

 
 
WINTER SOCIAL 
Friday, Dec.12 - 7 pm.  You’re invited! 
 
Have you noticed all the new faces on Sunday mornings and at your Journey Group and other 
meetings?  Let’s all get together – newbies, new members, all members - for a chance to turn new 
faces into new friends. What better way to kick off the holiday season? The evening will be a casual 
one and intergenerational with refreshments and lots of good conversation at the Fellowship. Please 
plan to bring a festive appetizer or dessert. Direct RSVPs or questions to Susan, 
sfkenler@gmail.com.  

 
~ Susan Kenler for Membership and Hospitality 

 

 
HIHI VOLUNTEERS NEEDED  
 
HIHI, the Huntington Interfaith Homeless Initiative, is a Huntington-wide effort to address 
homelessness right here in our community. Through the program, nightly food and shelter are 
provided at Huntington houses of worship, during the colder months of December through March. 
On at least 2 Sunday nights each month, volunteers from the UUFH come together to provide a 
welcoming place to stay, a hot nutritious meal, conversation and fellowship, and breakfast and lunch 
for the next day.  
 
Volunteers are needed throughout the HIHI season to welcome guests, set up sleeping space, 
provide meals, serve as chaperones, and help with Monday morning breakdown and laundry. Most 
volunteer opportunities are suitable for youth or families with children, and some do not even require 
attendance on Sunday nights. Volunteers must be scheduled in advance. Please visit the HIHI table 
in the Social Hall after Sunday services, or contact the UUFH office, to volunteer or for more 
information.   

~ Allyson Barish   
 
GUEST AT YOUR TABLE PROGRAM - HOW CAN YOU HELP PEOPLE IN 
THREE COUNTRIES AT ONE TIME? 
 
Contribute to the Unitarian Universalist Service Committee’s Guest At Your Table 
program, and you will have impact in Haiti, Kenya and Honduras this year.  Our 

THE GREATER COMMUNITY 



 

The Beacon 11 December, 2014 
 

Guest program will run through Sunday, Jan. 18, 2015.  Money raised supports the UUSC’s many 
social justice projects around the world. 
 
We can contribute to saving the rainforest in Kenya while helping people grow needed food.  In Haiti, 
the UUSC is working with partners to develop a community restaurant that serves low-cost healthy 
meals to the economically disadvantaged.  We can support farmers in Honduras trying to obtain fair 
prices for their coffee crops, so they can better meet their families’ basic needs.  The UUSC is able to 
accomplish so much in these and other countries by partnering with local organizations. 
 
Please look for Guest contribution boxes and donation envelopes at the Guest table in the Social 
Hall.  For more information, pick up a “Stories of Hope” booklet there.  Visit the UUSC.org website if 
you’d like more complete information on all their activities. 

~ Marilyn Kopp-Hecker, UUSC Rep. 
 

LIAC MEETING - Monday Dec. 15, - 7:30pm 
 
As we all welcome in this brisk weather, LIAC welcomes you to their next scheduled meeting (a 
slightly different day and time than our regular monthly Sunday meetings). We’ll meet at South 
Nassau UU Congregation (Freeport), 228 South Ocean Ave., Freeport. If have yet to do so, please 
provide me with your preferred method of contact for urgent information.  Perhaps by texting/calling 
your cell phone, you can be reached at a moment's notice should meeting plans change due to 
unforeseen situations.  Please let me know as soon as you are able.  Thank you for helping me to 
help you. 

 ~ Wendy A. Engelhardt, UUFSB - LIAC Recording Secretary 
 

UUA CALL TO SELMA IN MARCH 2015 
 
Please join Rev. Jude and members of the anti-bias Journey 
Toward Wholeness committee next spring in Alabama from 
March 5-8 to learn about and commemorate the 50th 
anniversary of Bloody Sunday, an infamous state assault on 
peaceful civil rights marchers trying to cross the Edmond Pettus 
Bridge in Selma.  Their goal: to protest ongoing violence against 
African Americans and social justice activists.  UU martyrs the 

Rev. James Reeb and Viola Lusso 
will be honored by UUA leaders and 
other key civil rights veterans at this 
historic Living Legacy Pilgrimage 
which will include stops in 
Birmingham and Montgomery as 
well. For more information, visit: 

http://www.uulivinglegacy.org/call-to-selma.html. Register now at 
http://www.uulivinglegacy.org/re-visiting-selma-2015.html 
All interested parties please email me at zekelet@gmail.com or 
call 631 804-4605. Please attend our next Journey Toward 
Wholeness meeting  Sunday, Dec. 14 after service. 

~ Diana Weaving 
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