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FROM THE MINISTER 
As summer begins in earnest, I want to take a moment to thank the diligent 
work of our Board of Trustees over this past year, especially the strong and 
thoughtful leadership of our Board president, Liza Burby. At any time in the life 
of a community, we can enjoy much success at the same time as facing 

meaningful hurdles along the way. It’s so easy to focus in on the things that are 

challenging for us personally or in a community. One of the best ways of 
showing gratitude to our leaders is to also take the time to share with 

leadership the things that are going well—the things that move you or stir your 

spirit. I encourage you to reflect on how this community has supported or 

nurtured or even challenged you for the better—and share your story with 

members and friends and our leadership. And may a spirit of gratitude and generosity grow with each retelling. 
~ Warmly, Rev. Jude 

 
DIRECTOR OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION'S MESSAGE 

The lead small model, taken from the book of the same title by 
Reggie Joiner, is the emerging philosophy within the Religious 
Education program.  Lead small takes us away from Sunday morning 
classroom learning into religious education as ministry.  Our leaders 
will be charged with a group of 8-10 children and youth to be their 
“few” this year.  Twice a month our RE Circles will gather (formally 
called classes) and small group ministry will guide the group in 

exploring our monthly theme through story, art, drama, discussion and games.  Our curricula will not 
only explore our monthly theme, but will also tie into the morning’s worship as well. This helps us 
create congregation-wide experiences in different developmentally appropriate ways. The best part of 
lead small happens outside of Sunday morning. 
 
Our circle leaders will be building connections with the children and youth in their circle beyond 
Sunday mornings. Parents, expect occasional phone calls from your child’s circle leader to touch 
base or to offer your child a word of encouragement. Don’t be surprised if your 
child’s circle leader asks you if they can attend a school play or a soccer game.  
This philosophy promotes deeper relationships between our circle leaders and 
the families.  Our circle leaders will be making connections with parents to help 
build connections with children and youth. 
 
Why this format?   
We believe our values, history and heritage are best learned when the topics 
explored in RE are the same topics parents are exploring in worship, Journey 
Groups and monthly film nights. 
 
We believe life-long faith identity is more likely for children and youth who have a connection with 
adults (other than their parents) in the congregation. 
 
We believe in supporting the family and by building relationships with the family we will be better able 
to do this.  Strong families = strong congregations. 
 
Most importantly, we believe your child matters.  We want to invest in the children and youth in our 
congregation.  We believe this is best done through small groups.  By leading small, we can make a 
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big difference. 
 
What’s Next? 
We will hold a parent orientation following our Water Communion In-gathering service on Sept. 13.  
Please mark your calendars and plan to attend. Our RE Circle leaders will be gathering for training in 
late August or early September. We are still looking for adults who want to volunteer to be part of the 
“Idea Hub” for multigenerational services or part of the “Hands and Heart team” to help with social 
justice Sundays. 

~ In Faith, Starr Austin ~ Director of Lifespan Religious Education 
 
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
This is my last column as president before I turn the role over to the exceedingly capable Jennifer 
Thieke. I’d like to take this opportunity to thank you for allowing me to serve as your Board president. 
In addition to the chance to work with people I admire, the experience also taught me valuable skills 
that helped beyond the Fellowship.  
 
In November I became editor-in-chief of Anton Media Group. It was a full-time job I couldn’t turn 
down. But it meant working seven days a week, while finishing a book that I was writing, as well as 
teaching part-time at Adelphi. To say it was a challenging several months is an understatement. I 
bring it up only to emphasize that what helped me through were the skills I learned from being on the 
Board. For instance, assuming good intentions meant that during times of strife with my 14 staff 
members I could more often than not resolve the problem. It also meant I could hold my own as a 
member of the executive team because I was comfortable with analysis andconflict. When I instituted 
weekly editorial staff meetings, I used the same techniques we use on the Board of allowing everyone 
to have a voice, encouraging new ideas, particularly from those who are more reticent, and making 
decisions through a democratic process. I did the same with my college students. In all cases, Ialso 
made sure we laughed. It was a surprise to me that “out there” these Board concepts wereunfamiliar, 
but they mostly worked. There were days this past year when I sat at the head of the editorial board 
room in the morning, stood in front of a classroom in the afternoon, and ran the UUFH Board meeting 
at night. I was keenly aware that all three positions helped inform the other. 
 
Yet life is full of irony: Now that I am passing the torch of president, my position as editor-in-chief has 
been “eliminated as the company moves in a new direction” so I find myself suddenly with plenty of 
time. I intend to put it to good use as pastpresident, supporting Jennifer and the new Board, and 
continuing to work on the communications and parking lot committees. But I look back on this extra 
busy year with gratitude for the chance to represent this Fellowship and for all it taught me. Thank 
you! 
 
I must also thank my hard-working co-board members without whom I couldn’t have made it through 
the year: Jennifer, Michael Goldsmith, Jean Marra, Brian Cohen, Amy Olander, Evelyn Krell, Marisa 
Comple and Kim Schultze, as well as our scribe, Elisa Fante, and Rev. Jude and Starr Austin. The 
most valuable aspect of working in a UUFH group is the assurance that everyone has a common 
goal: our dedication to the Fellowship. ~ Liza Burby 
 
VICE-PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
Several moments I have witnessed recently at the Fellowship have made me excited to serve as the 
next Board president.  There was scarcely a dry eye in the Main Hall as three graduating seniors 
sang “First Day of My Life” at their recognition ceremony.  An “Unsung Hero” stated “there is a place 
for everyone here” while accepting his award.A new group of young families has been wrangling 
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children in the family room while trying to hear a bit of the sermon.  These moments illustrate the 
community, commitment and connection we collectively value.  They define our religious home.  The 
transformative power of these values offers all of us a reason to be the best stewards of the 
Fellowship that we can be, so that in seemingly no time at all, those toddlers in the family room will be 
singing in the Main Hall.  They will have the same opportunity to witness the ways in which the 
Fellowship has changed a life or increased connection between people.  These moments will inspire 
me as I serve as president. 
 
I would also like to thank our outgoing president Liza Burby, whose tireless commitment was truly an 
inspiration. Liza will continue to be an active member of the Board as the past president.  I welcome 
our incoming Board of Trustees members Michael Amendola (VP), Patrick McGloin and Judy Greene.  
I look forward to working with them as they contribute their unique talents and perspectives to the 
furtherance of our mission.~ Jennifer Thieke 
 
 
PAID AD: 
 
Dog Sitter Needed - Aug 24-Aug 28 
LOCATION: Centerport  
I am looking for someone to stay in my house while I am away Aug 24-Aug 28 to take care of my 2 
miniature Schnauzers. I live in Centerport. I am offering $50/day for this service. Please call Kim 
Schultze ASAP at 631-897-1001 if interested. 

 

 
We welcome the new Board of Trustees (2015-2016) 
 
Jennifer Thieke  President  2014-2017 
Michael Amendola  Vice President 2015-2018 
Liza Burby   Past President 2013-2016 
Jean Marra   Treasurer  2013-2016   
Kim Schultze  Secretary  2014-2017   
Amy Olander  Trustee  2013-2016   
Brian Cohen   Trustee  2014-2017   
Judy Greene  Trustee  2015-2018   
Patrick McGloin  Trustee  2015-2018 
 
NOTE: Staff Vacations 
 
Rev. Jude - July 1 – Aug. 7 and Aug. 24-30 
 
Starr Austin - June 28 - July 11 vacation 
July 19-25 professional week 
Aug.9-15 professional week 

FELLOWSHIP BUSINESS & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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THE FELLOWSHIP OFFICE RUNS ON VOLUNTEER POWER! 
At the Annual Meeting some folks suggested that we may need volunteers to 
help out during the day in the Fellowship office. What some may not know is 
that many volunteers currently come in regularly to assist in the Fellowship 
office. 
 
In fact, the office could not run without the help of our volunteers! Here is just 
some of what they do: Bea Coryell and Dorothy Burns regularly clean the 

candleholders that are used each Sunday and replace those candles that are burned down. Mary 
Jane Wochinger and Pat Testa answer phones and questions in the office on Fridays. Kim Kayal and 
Bill Hecker come in whenever special jobs are needed to be done. Susan Peters orders supplies as 
needed for the office.  
 
Peggy Koulias helps with an ongoing database project and George Murphy is currently working on a 
much-needed new online calendar project. Ginny Kushnick is a font of knowledge and works on tasks 
large and small. Marilyn Kopp-Hecker helps out on special projects as needed. As Volunteer Co-
coordinator, Ann Scolnick, not only volunteers weekly herself, but takes on the task of brainstorming 
ideas and maintaining all of the volunteers’ schedules. Thank you all for the enormous effort and the 
countless hours of dedication to the Fellowship and the smooth running of the office.  
 
And, there was a gigantic closet cleanup project that was spearheaded by Liz Koehn along with the 
“Closet Crew” who made short order of organizing overstuffed closets throughout the entire castle. 
The tireless closet crew is: Lois Ann Sepez; Mary Jane Wochinger; Peggy Koulias, Carol Towne and 
Bea Coryell.  
 
Thanks to all of them. They are all priceless to the office and to the Fellowship! 

~ Susie Byrnes, Fellowship Administrator  
 

GA 2015 - "Engaging the Global U/U 
Story" International Reception  
Engaging the Global U/U Story" 
International Reception at GA 2015 
(left) Rev. Jude, Royal Forest and Judie 
Gardner.(Andy F. taking the photo) with 
the "certificate" signifying our Blue  
 

Ribbon Congregation Award status.(Right) Royal carrying the UUFH colors in the Banner Parade, 
Opening General Session GA 2015! This is our fifth year in a row! An official plaque is being sent to 
UUFH this summer. ~ Andrew Feigin 

 
 
FLAT MRS. FAHSis traveling this summer!   
We invite you to take a flat, blank paper doll from the RE table in the RE wing and 
decorate her. She is your traveling companion this summer. Please take photos of 
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ZUMBA FOR A CAUSE: h2EMPOWER  
Sat., July 25, 2015 - 3 - 5 PM  
UUFH Main Hall 
Bring your dancing shoes and friends to this exciting Zumba Party fundraiser, 
presented by Zumba instructor, Lauren Singer for h2 Empower. The event will 
take place on Saturday, July 25 from 3 -5 pm in our air-conditioned Main Hall. 
Guest performers, the DrUUmatics, will add to the festivities with African 
drumming and dance. Snacks, Ethiopian jewelry and raffles will top off the fun! 
No experience necessary; Lauren teaches a variety of Zumba classes 
throughout Long Island and Queens for all ages and skill level! Support Helen 

Boxwill's important work for literacy and sustainable development in Ethiopia and Burundi. 
Sponsored by UUFH Journey Towards Wholeness and h2 Empower. Donation $20.For tickets 
and info:https://h2empower.givezooks.com/events/zumba-party-for-a-c 
 

 
SOPHIA FAHS RELIGIOUS CAMP 

For more information and to register visit:www.liacuu.org/Fahs 

Camp runs from Sunday, Aug. 9 to Friday the 14th, at Camp Quinipet in Shelter 
Island 

 Campers whose parents are members of LIAC congregations (including 
UUFH) can receive an additional $50 discount by using the coupon code "LIAC15" at 
registration. 

 We accept campers from 3rd to 12th grade (based on grade to be entered in Sept. 2015). 
Younger campers MIGHT be accommodated (if older sibling attending) by contacting the camp 
board and only if parent accompanies child as staff) 

OUR MISSION:  
To provide enjoyable, practical and spiritual experiences in a safe, beautiful and natural environment 
that will inspire children, youth and adults to explore their identities: personal, communal and 
Unitarian Universalist. 

OUR GOALS 
- To provide a safe and friendly environment  
- To encourage personal exploration and creative community building in a relaxed atmosphere  
- To provide positive role modeling 
- To develop a caring community for all campers and staff  
- To strengthen a sense of Unitarian Universalist identity  
- To connect more deeply with our 7 Principles through program, activities and worship. 

~ Matthew Barish 
 

THE GREATER COMMUNITY 
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Today’s Editor: Bridgette Nicolini 

 
Next Beacon:  
Tuesday, September 1, 2015 
 
* Beacon Deadline:  
Monday, August 17, 2015 
 

For Beacon submissions go to: 
www.uufh.org/e-publication-
posting-request 

Unitarian Universalist 
Fellowship of Huntington 

109 Brown’s Road 
Huntington, NY 11743 

Office Hours: Monday - Thursday, 
9:00 AM - 2:00PM 

Fridays, 11:30AM - 1:30 PM 
 

Tel.: 631-427-9547 
 

Email: office@uufh.org 
Website: www.uufh.org 

 

Rev. Jude Geiger, Minister 
 

Starr Austin, Director of Religious Education 
 

Richard Hyman, Music Director 
 

Susie Byrnes, Administrator 
 

Liza Burby, President 
 

RETURN SERVICE  
REQUESTED 


