
 

 

 This morning’s story is one of my favorite folk tales. You’ll likely to hear it 

from me annually at some point, and I think you have. It’s been told and retold in 

many different cultures. It’s the classic story of feeling like we have nothing, when 

in truth we already have everything we could possibly need. The trick is 

remembering we have it together – we don’t have it alone. 

 Sometimes in life, we want to make soup, and we don’t have all the 

ingredients. Playing well with others can bring out the best in what we can 

accomplish as a community; you might have the onions, and I just might have a 

plate of pressed tofu ready to add. But that’s just the surface of the story. 

Sometimes the thing we bring to the banquet, is the thing we’re not aware we have 

to offer. The traveling stranger comes into town, asks for nourishment from the 

community and the community says at first – “Sorry, we don’t have that here.” 

They say that at a time when they clearly do have it to share. I don’t think folks are 

being greedy or miserly; I think they just don’t realize what they have. And we 

have a lot, together. 

 I’ll begin this message with celebration, and the local matter of our own 

Fellowship, and we’ll find our way toward the broader matters of our world, along 

the way. Richard - you’ve been with us for 21 years. It speaks to your talent, your 

temperament, and your ability to teach us in ways that we are open to. I picked our 

wondering this morning, the story of Stone Soup, thinking of you. It’s the story I 

told on my last worship service with my former congregation, and I know it applies 

even more so here. 

 The stranger in the story with the magic stone, is the parable for the best 

kind of teacher. Blessing their students with an awareness to their own talents. 

There’s an art to teaching, and there’s an art to such blessing. Some of our singers 

are pros, and some want your help in bringing out the talents they don’t always 

know they have. It’s the ego-less way of teaching. I know we’ll joke from time to 



 

 

time about how just a look from you can terrify the choir into action. But as true as 

that may be, your ministry with us is mostly from that place of ego-lessness. You 

remind us that we have that spare parcel of food in the kitchen, and we have it 

within ourselves to share it with the wider community - so that together we can 

make a meal for all that come to our table hungry on Sunday mornings.  Thank you 

for that precious gift. 

 And, eventually, the stranger in the story leaves; and leaves the magic stone 

behind. The town learned the secret of building community. Other meals would be  

made together, again and again. All of the work any of us do in life, is always 

interim, always in-between. Sometimes it’s far shorter than we would like, and 

sometimes we are blessed with a long tenure, as we have been these 21 years. The 

mark of success for any of us, is how well we honor what came before, and bring it 

forward, true to who we are always becoming. I’m confident our choir will 

continue to show your success. 

 A strong choir is a good metaphor for a strong congregation. The person 

conducting has to manage their own sense of ego, while helping people to bring 

forth their talents. Although the choir director often can sing, themselves, they 

can’t do 15 part harmony alone. So too, that’s true for our congregation. It takes all 

of us to live that 300 person harmony in the world. 

 As we come to the close of another Fellowship year, I’ll ask each of us to 

use this time as a chance for reflection. I asked this question of us five years ago 

when I first arrived here, and with this major transition in our ministry team, it 

feels right to ask it again. We should reflect on this as a community from time to 

time. Our committee on ministry will be leading some of this reflection work in the 

new Fellowship year. But for right now... 

 



 

 

 What’s the hidden thing you have in your kitchen cabinet waiting to share 

with this congregation? 

 Sometimes, the hidden thing in our kitchen cabinet isn’t a thing to do. 

Sometimes it’s what we bring to the table simply by being ourselves. Religiously, 

it’s our call or calls in life. …Our purpose for being; our gift to the people around 

us; our talent that fits the world’s needs – here and now. What is your purpose? 

What is your call? This is the art in blessing - fitting the world’s needs with the 

grace we have been given - and letting ourselves admit that we may have that grace 

stashed away in the kitchen cabinets of our soul. 

 

What stirs your heart? And if you’re not doing it, why aren’t you doing it?  

 

 How does that connect with the everyday, and how you engage in this 

community? ... Ask yourself what you were thinking when you first came here; 

whether that was 50 years ago or just this morning. What were you looking for? 

What felt like it was missing? What were you hoping to engage with? What were 

you seeking to learn or experience? Has it changed over time? Are you still 

working with that today? Did you find it? Did you let yourself find it? 

 We sometimes need to own for ourselves - what we commit to or haven’t 

really committed to – in our community. Sometimes it’s the world, or the 

congregation, and sometimes it’s us.  

 

 If you came here seeking community, have you allowed yourself to 

prioritize that? If you came here to ensure your children received quality religious 

education that values diversity and free-thinking, have you committed to 

prioritizing their attendance? Sunday school continues all Summer long. Just as 

will our services. If you’re in town, and not on vacation, we hope to see you here. 



 

 

[possibly insert flyer for July preaching.] (and I’ll be back in the pulpit all of 

August.) 

 

If you come here to help make the world a better place; to deepen your engagement 

with the on-going work of social justice – are you still engaged? (Who are our 

social justice team folks - can you raise your hand? Consider talking with them 

over coffee hour, the world still needs us in July.) 

 

There are so many reasons, and so many needs; it can be completely 

overwhelming. The world of production and consumerism clamors for our 

attention. The world of obligations and responsibilities fill our calendars.  

 

And the world of beauty, equity, and compassion wait quietly behind all the noise. 

It is always there – calling us. We can’t do it all, but we can be intentional about 

what hunger we do choose to nourish; and in community we can encounter so 

much more than alone. We can feed more hunger, here, when we know where the 

empty places are. We must be open to new ways. Mindful of where we feel the 

holes in our lives; knowing that at the core of life is a beauty that is always present, 

always ready to be seen. 

 

Sometimes our call in life comes from within. Sometimes our community calls us 

to live as better people, whose core is not grounded in the false idols of anxiety or 

fear or the petty frustrations. We too often worship those three small gods, and the 

beauty of the world is again lost to us for a time. Prioritize your values, and live so 

boldly that you nurture what stirs your heart, and defines your character. 

 



 

 

 Our call is not always about ourselves, or about our community. A nation 

can also be called to live its values. As a people, we can ground our actions in our 

values with consistency, not expediency – for expediency is the pathway to 

discarding morals. 

 I’ll close this sermon by talking about the other meaning of the story of 

Stone Soup. Sometimes people coming into town with magic rocks, aren’t bringing 

out our best selves; sometimes they are charlatans, and they are taking advantage 

of our worst selves, for their own profit. Not all stones are magical, and not all 

teachers are true. 

 The implicit lectionary for this week, was given to us by Attorney General, 

Jeff Sessions. He blasphemously quoted Romans 13 to argue that God approves of 

pulling children from their parents at the border, because we should follow the law 

of the nation. The tragic sentiment was echoed later in the day by the White House 

Press Secretary Sarah Huckabee Sanders, by using the racist dog whistle of saying 

we are a nation of law and order to echo that the Bible supports following the law.   

 Now, I could spend our precious time this morning arguing that proof-

texting scripture to fit your personal and individual moral code is bad exegesis. 

Romans 13 was largely telling Christians - basically - yes, still pay your taxes. But 

that the core of the message is that “loving your neighbor is the fulfillment of the 

law.” Essentially, the Attorney General, like a Pharisee of old, relied upon the 

letter and not the spirit.  

 For those that want more of those details, follow me on facebook, and much 

of my posts of the last few days have been about that. But there’s a much deeper 

concern with this take on scripture…. It’s been done before…. When the US 

government tried to qualify the atrocity known as the Fugitive Slave law - 

proponents of “law and order” strategically quoted Romans 13 to demand northern 

states return escaped slaves. No, that’s not what Romans 13 meant. 



 

 

 Nazi Germany, would use Romans 13 to argue that Jews should be rounded 

up. No, that’s not what Romans 13 meant. Now, the sitting Attorney General of the 

United States, is putting himself in the hateful company of Nazi and Slave 

apologists by falsely using scripture to argue we should separate immigrant 

children from their parents on our border - with one of the rationales being stated 

as “a deterrent for other immigrant mothers.” As if children should be used as a 

leverage to win some political game. This is sin. This is exactly sin. If that word 

makes you uncomfortable, this is the right moment to use that word - sin. In the 

Hebrew and Christian scriptures - here are the people that separated children from 

their parents - Pharaoh, Herod, and Pontius Pilate.  We have crossed a line - we 

have become biblically speaking - empire at its worst. It’s the exact moment in 

Hebrew and Christian, and Muslim scriptures that teaches us loudly - turn away, 

and back to that righteous path. And the leaders we should follow, are the ones that 

are being targeted by Pharaoh, Herod, and Pontius Pilate. Not the ones hiding 

behind empty and hypocritical claims of law and order. 

 I thank Greta, and our many members who gave public witness on Thursday 

night for the atrocities at our border. We will continue to keep all of us as informed 

as we can as a community. This week, our denomination gathers in Kansas City for 

our annual General Assembly. I fully expect we will be making formal statements 

of condemnation for this practice, with further calls to action. Expect to hear more 

soon. And remember, when charlatans try to dance around and make mockery of 

basic ethics and morals, remember, loving our neighbor is the fulfillment of the 

law. 


