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FROM THE MINISTER 
 

It is a joy to get the chance to finally begin our 
ministry together this month! Thank you again for 
so warmly welcoming Brian and I to this Fellow-
ship during Candidating week this past April. We 
are moving to our new home in Huntington on 
August 2nd and we will surely still be in boxes 
when I preach my first sermon on August 4th. 
Brian and I also got engaged in mid-July! So 
much good change is in the air! 
 
In the coming month I will be meeting with vari-
ous congregational teams for several five-hour 
long retreats after worship on Sundays: 1) The 
Board of Trustees 2) Sunday Program Commit-
tee 3) Religious Education Committee and we 
are working on scheduling a time to have a com-
bined retreat in September for 4) Membership 
and Stewardship. We will be using the time to get 
to know one another, explore our shared vision 
for the future, and strengthen our teamwork to-
gether. Expect good communication back to the 
whole congregation following these retreats. 
 
As a sneak peak for the Fall, I will be leading or 
co-leading several adult religious education clas-
ses beginning in September. They’ll include a 
monthly series on Spiritual Practices, a four-part 
course on developing one’s Credo Statement 
(offered once in the Fall and once in the Spring), 
and every other month classes for newcomers 
and folks considering membership. We will also 
be expanding our program of Small Group Minis-
tries where I’ll be writing the monthly sessions for 
groups of 6-10 people to explore more deeply 
together the content of the sermons. Look for-

ward to a more comprehensive schedule of 
Lifespan Religious Education opportunities 
shortly from Austen (our Transitional Director of 
Religious Education) before the start of the new 
Fellowship year. 
 
I look forward to seeing you on Sunday, August 
4th for my first service! The sermon entitled, 
“CPR for the Soul” will be looking at how we 
can ground ourselves during times of transition. 

 
Warmly, 

Rev. Jude 

BOARD BUZZ 
 

The Board of Trustees did not 
meet during July, but many things 
have been taking place in happy 
anticipation of the arrival of Rev. 
Jude. His first service is Sunday, 
August 4, and the Board will be 
having its retreat with him immedi-
ately following the service.  

 
We certainly want to thank everyone for their 
patience as the administration wing undergoes 
reorganization. Also in progress are efforts to 
locate and repair a roof leak and put the final 
touches on the Social Hall.  
 
So many changes all at once can be very 
stressful for everyone. The Board’s door is 
open for conversations about what is going on. 
  

Susan Kenler, 

Secretary, Board of Trustees 
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THE FUTURE OF CENTERS 
COULD BE SUNDAY 

 

There have been many discussions this past 
year about "Centers Night”, our Monthly Pot 
Luck and Meetings night that has for years 
happened on the second Monday of the 
month. Times have changed, attendance has 
been down, and fewer groups hold meetings 
that night.  
 
We have been asking you what about the 
evening is important and how can we re-vision 
it. It has become very clear that the most im-
portant aspect of the pot luck is the chance for 
community and connection. Thank you for all 
of your feedback. 

The most common suggestion has been to 
change Centers to Sunday after service once a 
month. It would be family style in that everyone 
who attends will chip in to set up and clean up.  

So what do you think? Shall we give it a try be-
ginning in September? Please let the Board 
know by August 13 so we can let everyone 
know in the next Beacon. Send an email to 
boardpresident@uufh.org. 
 

The Board of Trustees 
 

 
AUSTEN’S MUSINGS  

 

I’ve been reading a wonderful book by Michelle 

Richards called Tending the Flame: The Art of 

Unitarian Universalist Parenting. This book is 

available as a loan from the Religious Educa-

tion library, or from Skinner House: http://

www.uuabookstore.org/productdetails.cfm?

PC=1211 

 

One of the questions this book raises is: 
 

If we don’t talk to our children about God, 

who will?  
 

The gist of the book is that if we don’t educate 

our children about faith, they’ll find information 

elsewhere. Often parents can be hesitant to 

provide solid answers to some of faith’s big 

questions. What happens after we die? Is there 

a God? Why do bad things happen?  

Sometimes parents’ hesitation stems from nega-

tive experiences from their own childhood, and 

they don’t want to indoctrinate their children. 

Richards says that “the first step in teaching 

children about your moral, ethical, and spiritual 

values is knowing what you hold sacred and of 

ultimate value.” This means talking with children 

about our own doubts, beliefs and thought pro-

cesses. This method of critical thinking is how 

we demonstrate our faith as the place from 

which our beliefs emerge.  

 

This book has lead me to consider a number of 

things. For example, how can we strike a bal-

ance between sharing our beliefs with children 

and imposing our beliefs on them? Sharing our 

own uncertainties is part of what can help chil-

dren develop critical thinking skills. If an adult 

they admire doesn’t know all the answers, may-

be it is alright for them to be unsure as well.  

 

Learning to live with the grey areas, leaning 

away from absolutism, and honestly communi-

cating our own faith journeys can be a tremen-

dous help to children growing up as Unitarian 

Universalists. Sharing our truths in the search 

for meaning can help our children as they navi-

gate growing up around peers with very con-

crete and certain answers to faith’s big ques-

tions.  

Blessed Be,  

Austen Petersen  

 

Hot off the press! General Assembly 2014 will be 
much nearer to home, in Providence, Rhode Island! 
The dates are June 25-29, 2014. Are you interested 
in attending next year? Get in touch with Austen Pe-
tersen at dre@uufh.org for more information. 
www.uua.org/ga 

mailto:boardpresident@uufh.org
http://www.uuabookstore.org/productdetails.cfm?PC=1211
http://www.uuabookstore.org/productdetails.cfm?PC=1211
http://www.uuabookstore.org/productdetails.cfm?PC=1211
mailto:dre@uufh.org
http://www.uua.org/ga
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WHERE IN THE WORLD IS AUSTEN?  

 

I was at General Assembly in Louisville, KY this 

June!  

 

General Assembly is the annual meeting of our 

Unitarian Universalist Association (UUA). What 

does that mean? Unitarian Universalists from all 

over the world (most of them from North Ameri-

ca, but I’ve seen ministers from the Czech Re-

public and the Philippines), come together for a 

week of worship, plenary sessions, workshops, 

and time to connect.  

 

I was honored to attend a gala dinner hosted by 

the Unitarian Universalist Service Committee 

(U.U.S.C). They were honoring Kerry Kennedy 

for her work as President of the Robert F. Ken-

nedy Center for Justice and Human Rights, and 

your DRE had a quick moment to thank her for 

her work. See the photo below.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I am so grateful for the opportunity to attend 
workshops at General Assembly this year. One 
workshop, led by the Rev. Deborah Haffner, is 
particularly pertinent to our effort in becoming a 

Safer Congregation. (The Board has been 
incredibly supportive of this effort - please 
look for more information on this throughout 
the year.) Rev. Haffner taught that one of the 
ways we can create a Safer Congregation is 
through educating children using the Our 
Whole Lives curriculum. The Our Whole 
Lives program has various developmentally 
appropriate sessions, among them Kinder-
garten - First Grade, Middle School, and 
Senior High. The curriculum was developed 
together by the Unitarian Universalist Associ-
ation and the United Church of Christ, and is 
known as the golden standard in sexuality 
education. The focus for all ages is compre-
hensive sexuality education, safety, and self 
awareness. To learn more about how our 
faith connects to sexuality education, please 
see Rev. Deborah Haffner’s website: http://
www.religiousinstitute.org/issue/sexuality-
education 

 
We are very lucky to have committed Fellow-
ship members who are in the process of be-
coming certified Our Whole Lives trainers. 
Look for more information about our upcom-
ing programs shortly. Contact Austen Pe-
tersen with questions at dre@uufh.org.  

You can learn more about the U.U.S.C. here 
http://www.uusc.org/. 
 

Have you noticed our new addition to the 
entry hallway? Thanks to the hard work of 
Lee Kurfist and Marisa Comple in con-
junction with the board, we have both an 
Automatic External Defibrillator (A.E.D.) 
and an up to date First Aid kit. May we  
never need them, but if we do, know we 
have these potentially lifesaving tools.  
Austen Petersen, our Transitional D.R.E., 
is trained to use the A.E.D., as are others. 
Please contact Austen if you are interest-
ed in attending a training in using the 
A.E.D. 

http://www.religiousinstitute.org/issue/sexuality-education
http://www.religiousinstitute.org/issue/sexuality-education
http://www.religiousinstitute.org/issue/sexuality-education
mailto:dre@uufh.org
http://www.uusc.org/
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RE CALENDAR THROUGH JUNE 2014 
  

Religious Education has so much to offer 
throughout the year! You will find details below 
about some of the events and classes we will be 
offering in the upcoming year. Now is a good time 
to mark your calendars!  
  

Summer Religious Education Offerings 
In July, our RE students played games with Jan 
Brenner, did yoga with Nancy Hume, and strung 
prayer beads with Melissa Wettengel. When you 
see these dedicated volunteers, and others who 
have volunteered to work with our youth in Au-
gust, please take a moment to thank them for all 
that they're doing for the program and the chil-
dren.  
 

The mix of classes being offered makes the Fel-
lowship such a fun place to be in the summer! 
You will notice in the schedule of classes for Au-
gust below that we have one Sunday open, so if 
you're interested in sharing a skill, craft, or other 
interest with the children on August 11, please 
contact Austen Petersen.  
  

August Religious Education Classes 

 

4     Yoga with Nancy Hume  
11     
18   Movement Class with Robyn Bellospirito 
25   Yoga with Nancy Hume    
    

 Other Important Dates to Keep in Mind  
The events listed below will help you build your 
calendar for the upcoming Fellowship year 
through June 2014, and while some them are still 
in process, we wanted to give you information 
about them as early as possible.  
 

August 
4     Teacher Training 
25   Religious Education Committee meeting 

 
 September 

8    Homecoming Sunday 
28-29 NY Metro District Jr High Con 

 
 October  

6   K-1 OWL begins 
13   Rev. Jude's Installation  
26   Halloween 

November  
3     Daylight Saving Time ends 
16   Services Auction 
15/16 Family retreat weekend (This will end the 
same day as the Services Auction, but the two 
will NOT overlap. There will be time to go home 
after the retreat and return later for the Services 
Auction.)  

 December 
24    Christmas Eve 

 
March 2014 

15    Sources Supper (More information on 
our return hit, the Sources Supper, will be com-
ing soon!) 
 

April 
20    Easter 
  

May 
11    Mother’s Day (Full Multi-generational 
Service)  
17    Coming of Age Rehearsal 

 
June  

1      Pride Sunday 
7      End of Year Youth / Coming of Age  
15    Father’s Day - RE Sunday Teacher Ap-
preciation (RE in the Main Hall)  
  

Austen Petersen, 
Transitional Director of Religious Education 

 
 

AMNESTY 
We will smile if you bring in any of the missing 
maroon , blue, cream, white or print tablecloths 
that you may have forgotten to return. 

Alice Link 

UUFH CALENDAR IS READY 
 

Soon our new minister will be starting as well as 
many other UUFH activities.  Please be sure that 
your group’s events/meetings are on the calen-
dar to guarantee that the space you want will be 
available.  We are signing up new rentals all the 
time & want to avoid costly conflicts.  Sign up as 
soon as you can. 

Barbara Weingarten 
UUFH Administrator 
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the Fellowship to catch up on some of the tasks 
that had accumulated since last we met. Some 
ceiling tiles were replaced, the pantry, kitchen, 
and maintenance room were cleaned and neat-
ened; gutters were cleaned, faucets were tight-
ened, and so on. Many thanks to each wonderful 
volunteer! 
 
We hope to see you on Saturday, August 10. 
Come around 9 AM, and we'll be finished before 
noon. Coffee and bagels will get us started! 
 
The Castle Care Committee: Frank Sappell, 
Chair, Andy Feigin (in absentia), Ginny Kushnick, 
Jon Nielsen, Susan Peters, and Mary Jane 
Wochinger 
 

SUNDAY COUNTERS NEEDED 
 

Our current Sunday Counting Team needs re-
cruits... we need YOU.  No "financial" background 
necessary, just a willingness to learn the process 
of counting & recording cash and checks  ena-
bling the bookkeeper to input income properly in-
to Quick Books and a Finance Committee mem-
ber to input pledges/donations into Power 
Church. Depending upon how many counters we 
recruit, a schedule will be set and you will proba-
bly serve one every five to six weeks. That's it. 
We will provide training so you will become com-
fortable with the process.  Contact  me or Carol & 
Frank Towne. 

Jean Marra 
 

NOT NECESSARILY SENIORS 
AUGUST 21 

 
At this very special program on Wednesday, Au-
gust 21, NNS will visit the DNA Learning Center 
in Cold Spring Harbor. We will gather in the park-
ing area of the Fellowship at 12:30 PM and car 
pool to the Gourmet Whaler Restaurant for lunch, 
located at 111 Main Street in Cold Spring Harbor. 
After lunch, we will proceed to the Learning Cen-
ter at 334 Main Street for a docent-led tour that 
begins at approximately 2:30 pm. If you plan to 
attend, please contact Bill Hecker @ 631-427-
4898 who will coordinate transportation. 

Dorothy Burns 
NNS Co-Chair 

GROW TO GIVE GARDEN  
NEEDS YOUR HELP! 

 
With high temperatures and rain, the plants in 
our Garden are growing fast! 
 
We have found volunteers through August 10, 
but are still looking for several people to help to 
tend the garden for the rest of the growing sea-
son. Why not buddy up with a friend and pick a 
week to share the care of the garden?  
Coverage is needed for the following weeks: 

 
Please contact me at 631 261 1617 to sign up 
to help tend the garden.  

Beth Feldman  

POT LUCK AUGUST 3 
 

Last chance to attend our next Pot Luck dinner, 
which will be Saturday, August 3. We have 
plenty of room for guests, but need to find a 
host! We invite you for food, fun, and friendship!  
Please call me at 631-427-5371 or e-mail at 
HHmotivates@gmail.com to host, or to join us!                           

Helene Holtz 
 
 

MOVIES CANCELED 
 

There will be no Friday Night at the Movies in 
August . 

 Joan Caly and Ginny Kushnick 
 
 

SECOND SATURDAY, AUGUST 10 
 
The next date for our Second Saturday Shared 
Maintenance will be Saturday, August 10. 
Mark your calendars and try to join us to get our 
Castle spiffy for Homecoming Sunday! 
 
Attendees at the July gathering included com-
mittee members plus a few others (Alice Link, 
Peter Sepez and Bernie Musso). We came to 

August 11 - August 17 
August 18 - August 24 
August 25 - August 31 

September 1 - September 7 
September 8 - September 14 
September 15 - September 21 
September 22 - September 28  
September 29 - October 5 

tel:631%20261%201617
mailto:HHmotivates@gmail.com
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HOW CAN YOU HELP WITH  
UUFH HOSPITALITY? 

 
We are a friendly and caring group.  Sunday 
morning happens because many people attend 
to the details. Greeters at the doors welcome 
the new and returning.  Ushers check the Main 
Hall and have the important task of collecting 
the donations during the service.  Coffee is 
something that we all look forward to while we 
visit with friends. Can you help with one or all? 
 
None of these tasks take much time or are diffi-
cult.  You can attend the service and chat with 
your friends.  Starting time is 10 AM and you will 
be sharing the responsibilities with at least one 
other person.  Maybe you’ll make a new friend 
or acquaintance?  I could share the details but 
they are so simple that you can “learn on the 
job.”  But of course I’ll explain more fully before 
your first Sunday.  
 
Rev. Jude’s arrival signals a new beginning at 
UUFH which is already attracting many people 
to us.  Let’s make everyone feel welcome and 
comfortable.  Can you help make it happen?  It 
will be wonderful if we all pitch in.  Please con-
tact me or the Office (email & phone#) with your 
availability to join the Hospitality Team! 
 
Thank you in advance.   

Cathi Zillmann  
(631-673-4180 or cz@verizon.net) 

  
 

SEPTEMBER IN THE GALLERY 
 

Marjorie Sutton Eckstein will be 
showing her artwork entitled 
“The Golden Years” in the gal-
lery this September. You are 
invited to a small reception on 
Sunday, September 8th and 
also to her first Art Workshop 
beginning again this year on Saturday, Septem-
ber 14

.
  

  
Meg majored in Advertising Art at Girls Com-
mercial High School and was awarded an art 
course in illustration at Pratt institute. Since retir-
ing from the Fine Arts Department at Grumman 

she has enjoyed being a member of Spoke 
Gallery and the Art League of Long Island . 
  
As a grateful UU member she would like to 
donate profits from the sale of these paint-
ings, all done in her golden years, to the Fel-
lowship. 
  

Lauren Singer 
 

FELLOWSHIP FAMILY 
 

The Fellowship has received the sad news 
that Jerome Liebowitz, 91, died at his home 
in Greensboro, NC. on Tuesday, June 25. 
Jerry was a long-time member of the Fellow-
ship.  
 
In 2010 Jerry and Eleanor, his loving wife of 
30 years, moved from Huntington Station to 
Greensboro, NC. In addition to Eleanor, he 
leaves behind two sons and daughters-in-law 
-Seth Jay Liebowitz and his wife Xiaobo Fred-
ericks, and Josh Ethan Liebowitz and his wife 
Gwen Geller Liebowitz; and step-children 
Carol and Mark Shina, William and Kim Bar-
tholomae, Barbara Bartholomae, and Lisa 
Abatecola. He had four grandchildren and 
seven step-grandchildren.  
 
During his retirement, Jerry did arbitrations 
and mediations for the Suffolk County Bar As-
sociation. He also did volunteer work at Herit-
age Greens Senior Community in Greensbo-
ro.                                             

Submitted by Stan Mehlman 
 
Louise Beyer, long time friend of the Fellow-
ship, will be remembered at her Memorial 
Service on the afternoon of Wednesday,  
August 28. 
 
Louise Curtis has a new address. 
60 Caledonia Rd 
Apt. 214 
Asheville, NC 28803 
828-505-0286 home phone 
 
Frank McWade has a new  e-mail address 
frankmcwade@gmail.com 
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BOW GRANT SUPPORTS  
KIDS GARDENING PROGRAM 

 

Thanks to support from the UUFH BOW grant to 
the Long Island Community Agriculture Network, 
the gardening program at the Tri Community & 
Youth Agency in Huntington Station is teaching 
local children where food comes from, how to 
grow it and how wonderful vegetables are to eat. 
In this photo, with certified teacher Virginia Stair 
(back row, right), and intern Nicole Tavarez 

(back row, wearing dress), the children have just harvested 
carrots. Stair reports: “The children loved picking , washing 
and eating the carrots right in the garden. They were sur-
prised at how sweet and tasty they were! They kept wanting 
to go back for more. We will be using some of those carrots 
for today's snack.” 
 
The children visit the garden every Monday and Tuesday 
afternoon between 4 and 4:30. Members of UUFH are invit-
ed to visit Gateway Community Garden (corner Lowndes 
and New York Avenues) to see the program in action. Or 
come visit any time! The garden is a peaceful and inspiring 
place. 

Frances Whittelsey 

PAID AD 

WOMEN’S GROUP 
 
The UUFH Women's Group will be 
meeting on Tuesday evening, August 
6 at 7:30 PM in the Main Hall. Be-
sides our usual wine and snacks, we 
will be having an evening of writing 
and sharing thoughts. It will be a 
lovely evening, and will be made 
even better by YOUR being here! 
Please come! 
 
We will also be collecting toiletries for 
a local women’s shelter.  
 

Judie Gardner 
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Website: www.uufh.org 

   

Rev. Jude Geiger, Minister 
 

Austen Petersen, Transitional Director of 

Religious Exploration 
 

Richard Hyman, Music Director 
 

Barbara Weingarten, Administrator 
 

Michael Goldsmith, President 

 

 Today’s Editor: Judy Greene 
 Next Beacon: Monday, August 26, 2013 
 Beacon Deadline:  Thursday, August 15, 12 Noon  

 

UUFH email for Beacon submissions 
office@uufh.org 

FOR PASTORAL CARE JOYS & CONCERNS 
 

Please contact: 
UUFH office (Monday-Thursday 9:30-3:00, only)  

631-427-9547 
or 

Sue McGovern 631-239-5638  
 

 

For Care/Share Needs and Concerns  
Please contact Judie Gardner  

631-549-9191 

Judiedelano@aol.com 


