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UPCOMING SUNDAY SERVICES
THE THEME OF THE MONTH - COMMITMENT
December 24:
5:00 P.M. Christmas Eve
Family Service
All are welcome to this early service featuring the
Pageant telling a version of the Christmas story,
the Mitten Tree, the Intergenerational Orchestra,
and the candle-light tradition of Silent Night.
Please bring gloves, mittens, and scarves to decorate our mitten tree; cookies and goodies to
share after the service. Amy Edel-Vaughn and
Michael Amendola and Lyz Mortati with Austen
Petersen.
7:00 P.M. Christmas Eve
Contemplative Service
This more reflective service will include traditional
readings, carols, choir, message, and candle-light
tradition of Silent Night. Please bring mittens,
gloves, and scarves to decorate the Mitten Tree;
cookies and goodies to share after the service.
Rev. Jude preaching.
December 29:
The Mirror in Your Mind
Although we are alone in our minds, we are gifted
with an ability to emulate other people and to empathize with them. Humanity’s capacity to relate
to the thoughts and feelings of others is part of
the cooperative social glue that enabled us to become the dominant species on earth in just a few

millennia. Neuroscientists recently found that
seeing the actions and emotions of others
stimulates our brains just as though we performed the actions ourselves. May our warm
good wishes for the New Year be reflected by
your “mirror neurons.”
Rob and Carla Finkel
For the Sunday Program Committee
January 5:
The Work of Christmas Begins
This Epiphany Sunday, the 12th Day of Christmas as the carol goes, marks the day the
Wise Men finally reached the Manger with
their gifts after a long road from the East. As
we begin our month focusing on the theme of
"Commitment" we'll take this time to reflect on
where we've been, and the journey ahead.
Rev. Jude Geiger
January 12:
The Art of Worship:
What is the meaning of Worship in a pluralistic
community of faith? What is the role of music
and the spoken word on Sunday morning?
What brings us out week after week and what
lifts us up?
Rev. Jude Geiger
January 19: Martin Luther King Jr. Sunday
"Living the Dream": How does the great
Dream still live today? What modern day systems of oppression keep us bound to a lesser
way of living in community? How do we keep
the story of justice rolling onward?
Rev. Jude Geiger
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FROM THE MINISTER
As we begin a new year together, our monthly
theme will look at the virtue of commitment. I’ve
never really seen the new year as a time to reflect on beginnings or endings. It’s never seemed
a time of new beginnings to me. I’ve always felt
that to be a September task. Late Summer is
when most people start new jobs, or find new
homes, or begin a new year of classes. I do see
it as a good time though to reflect on the commitments we began in late Summer and ask whether they are still alive for us. Four or five months
into a new job, or a new home, or a new year of
classes is a great time frame to consider whether
we’ve honored our commitments to that new
thing. I invite you to take some time to remember
all the new things you began since last Summer
and figure out which still nurture you, which deserve a recommitment on your part, and which
have ceased to feed your soul. We all too often
have a tendency to come out of the holidays
thinking “now we have to get back to work for real!” when we may not have actually even slowed
down for the holidays. Even if nothing changes
now for you, it’s a good practice to take stock of
your priorities so that our tasks and our to-do lists
don’t steer our lives.
Rev. Jude
AUSTEN’S MUSINGS
We have so much to celebrate! We have the
High School Religious Education classes beginning January 5th. That same day we also have
the start of our Young Adults with Special Needs
class. So many dedicated volunteers have
stepped forward to help make this groundbreaking program a reality. I’ve been consulting with
some of our very talented Fellowship members
and writing the curriculum for this class, and am
excited to roll it out in the New Year.
Thanks to the Religious Education Committee for
all their work this semester. Amy Edel-Vaughn
has put together a sparkling list of teachers for
this coming semester, which will run from January 5 until June 8, 2014.
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A few things to note:
1/26 is a SPC run full multigenerational service
2/16 is a Standing on the Side of Love full multigenerational service
3/23 is a full multigenerational service in honor of
Interdependence Day
4/20 is a full multigenerational service in celebration of Easter Sunday
Memorial Day, 5/25, will be a “Fun and Friends”
day, which means that because of expected low
attendance all classes will be together for a project.
6/1 will be the End of Year Class Parties
6/8 will be a full multigenerational service and will
encompass the Coming of Age celebration
6/15 will be a full multigenerational service, RE
Teacher Appreciation, and a Juneteenth Celebration.
Now is also a good time to mark your calendars for
General Assembly 2014.
General Assembly 2014 , June 25-29
Providence, RI
www.uua.org/ga
I’ll end with a poem:
Onward! to that which is endless,
As it was beginningless...
To see nothing anywhere but what you may reach
it and pass it.
To look up or down no road but it stretches and
waits for you —
To know the universe itself as a road —
as many roads —
as roads for traveling souls.
— Walt Whitman
In Peace,
Austen Petersen
Transitional Director of Religious Education
RE ANNOUNCEMENTS
Coming of Age applications are available NOW for
mature junior youth, grades 7 - 9. Please see Austen for an application or download from the LIAC
(Long Island Area Council of UU Congregations)
website http://www.liacuu.org/COA/index.html
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SAVE THE DATE!!
High School Youth Con dates:
Social action con January 17th in Staten Island
Social con January 31st in White Plains
Registration will open SOON!
Save the Date!! Middle School Con
March 29 - 30, Lynncroft, NJ
Registration in January

EXCITING NEWS!
Starting January 5 we’re starting a High School
Religious Education class that will be held in
the Room at the Top from 11:00-12:00. We’ll
be using a Tapestry of Faith curriculum called
A Place of Wholeness. The Tapestry of Faith
series is presented nationwide through the Unitarian Universalist Association’s website,
www.uua.org. Using this series helps connect
us with our Unitarian Universalist roots, grows
Unitarian Universalist youth, and is part of the
four year curriculum plan that I’ve developed in
conjunction with our Religious Education Committee.
A Place of Wholeness aims to:
Affirm that participants have faith, help
them identify that faith, and equip them
to effectively articulate and live their
faith
Tell the story of Unitarian Universalism as
one of independence, dependence, and
interdependence
Encourage participants to see themselves
as belonging to a Unitarian Universalist
community and being integral to the
covenantal community's wholeness
Help participants recognize that they are
inheritors of a Unitarian Universalist theological history as well as co-creators in
the future of our living tradition
Creatively employ technology to facilitate
learning and community building.

EXCITING NEW RE CURRICULA
• The Unitarian Universalist Association
has developed the UU-centered programs/
curricula – Tapestry of Faith because
there was a lack of meaningful UU-based
materials
• In 2004, UUFH donated $25,000 which
was matched for a total of $50,000
toward the development. One of the largest
congregational contributions.
• Demonstrates our commitment to a quality religious education program
• Tapestry is a well-rounded & includes the
many areas of a UU education
• Based on these curricula, UUFH now has
a 3-year plan (or is it 4 year?) mapped out.
• Now each UUFH child will have a comprehensive exposure/coverage/
analysis of UUism, our values & Principles
• UUFH is an exceptional congregation that
supports religious education locally & nationally
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WOW! AND THANK YOU
Thank you for the generous support
you have given to the UUA curriculum-writing project. Over 50 people
donated about $8200 and Jean Baron has generously agreed to join me
in matching these donations. Thus,
UUFH will be sending $25,000 (I’ll
round it off to an even number) to the
UUA to be matched again by their
anonymous donor making our donation become $50,000 for writing
lifespan curricula.
I believe we have made a difference
in the future of our Religious Education Program. We have also made a
statement to our ministerial candidates and the UUA, that lifespan education is important to us.
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ering giant of a man, so I won’t even try. I will
leave it to wiser voices.
The Rev. Peter Morales, president of the Unitarian Universalist Association (UUA), issued the
following statement on the life and legacy of Nelson Mandela:
"As we begin to grieve the death of Nelson Mandela, I am reminded of his words, 'I learned that
courage was not the absence of fear, but the triumph over it. The brave man is not he who does
not feel afraid, but he who conquers that fear.'
As members of a faith community committed to
equity and justice, we remember the life and legacy of Nelson Mandela. He shines as an example of how one person can change the world and
make it a better place.
Today and every day let us face our own fears of
the unknown and the misunderstood. Remember
Nelson Mandela's words so that we may embrace that fear, conquer it, be courageous, and
change the world."
Michael Goldsmith,
President. Board of Trustees

Thank you, thank you, thank you.
Sue McGovern
BOARD MESSAGE BOARD

CHIEF’S BRIEFS
A GIANT HAS PASSED
Nelson Mandela, who guided his nation from
the bitterness of racist apartheid to a multiracial democracy, passed away on December
5th at age 95.
Mr. Mandela went from being a political prisoner for 27 brutal years to become an international icon of peace and reconciliation, and
served as South Africa’s first black president.
He was one of the few revolutionary leaders
who transformed to an able statesman voluntarily surrendered power. In his later years, he
was able to enjoy the family life that was taken
from him by his long imprisonment and service
to the cause of freedom for his nation.
I don’t have the words to do justice to this tow-

Fifty-five members and friends attended our November forum, which
gave us both the opportunity to
share all the many issues and concerns we’ve been working on as a
Board, and also to hear what is on
your minds. We will continue to hold
these forums throughout the year as the calendar
allows. But please don’t feel you need to wait until then to speak with us. If you’d like to learn
more about what the Board is doing you can read
the minutes on the UUFH website, and certainly
approach me or any other Board member with
questions and comments. We value your experience and ideas.
On behalf of the Board, I’d like to wish you
and your families a happy, healthy and peaceful
holiday season. I look forward to the work we will
do together in the New Year.
Liza Burby
Vice President
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FROM THE TREASURER
ALTERNATIVE UUFH DONATION METHOD
Extension of the charitable IRA
rollover. Fortunately, the tax bill is
still in effect that provides IRA gifts
can be accomplished simply and
without tax complications. Individuals over the age of 70½ can make tax-free deductions in 2013 of up to $100,000 from their
IRAs directly to the UUFH.
You may contribute from your IRA if:
• Gifts from the IRA are not over $100,000 per
person ($200,000 for a couple) in the given
year
• You are age 70½ or older
• You transfer funds directly from an IRA or
Rollover IRA
• You transfer the gift directly to UUFH
• No goods or services are given in exchange
• You make the gift on or before December 31,
2013
How the Rollover Works: An Example
Pat, aged 80, has $450,000 in an IRA and
wants to give $75,000 this year. If Pat transfers
$75,000 from the IRA, she will avoid paying income tax on that amount. She cannot, however,
claim a charitable deduction. Pat has found an
easy way to benefit UUFH without tax complications.
How to Make a Donation
*Send a letter to your IRA custodian requesting
a rollover directly from your IRA to the UUFH
*Notify the office, Jean Marra, or Brian Cohen
of your intentions, so we can look for it.
Please plan ahead! It can up to 2-3 weeks for
the transfer to take place.
Questions and Answers
Q. I have several retirement accounts, does it
matter which retirement account I use?
A. Yes. Gifts can be made from an IRA or Rollover IRA. Pension, profit sharing, and other
forms of retirement funds do not fall under the
legislation.
Q. Can I use this to establish a life income gift
such as a charitable gift annuity?
A. No. The gift made from your IRA must be
treated as an outright gift to qualify.
Q. Does the gift count towards my minimum required distribution?
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A. Yes. Donations made directly from your IRA
count towards your minimum required distribution. This is an especially effective way of giving
for people who find that they do not need all of
the income from their minimum required distribution in 2013.
If you would like more information on this, you
can contact our Finance Chair, Brian Cohen either at home: 631-261-6139, or work: 631-9232487.
*As with items such as this, you are encouraged
to seek tax or legal advice from an independent
professional advisor. The content is derived from
sources believed to be accurate.
Jeanne Marra
Treasurer
HIHI VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED
HIHI, the Huntington Interfaith Homeless Initiative,
is a Huntington-wide effort
to address homelessness
right here in our community. Through the efforts of
HIHI, in conjunction with
the Suffolk County Family Services League,
nightly food and shelter are provided at Huntington houses of worship, during the colder months
of December through March. Last year, over
2,000 overnight stays were provided by HIHI, 283
of these at the UUFH.
The UUFH is proud to be a founding member of
HIHI, and since 2004, serves as the HIHI location
on Sunday nights during the HIHI season. On at
least two Sunday nights each month, volunteers
from the UUFH come together to provide a welcoming place to stay, a hot nutritious meal, conversation and fellowship, and breakfast and lunch
for the next day. Other Sunday nights are staffed
by volunteers from Trinity Episcopal Church and
Christ Church.
Volunteers are needed throughout the HIHI sea-
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son to welcome guests, set up sleeping space,
provide meals, serve as chaperones, and help
with Monday morning breakdown and laundry.
Most volunteer opportunities are suitable for youth
or families with children, and some do not even
require attendance on Sunday nights. Volunteers
must be scheduled in advance. Please visit the
HIHI table in the Social Hall after Sunday services, or contact the UUFH office to volunteer or
for more information. Donations of men’s clothing,
toiletries (large size for community use) and beverages are always gratefully received.
Of particular need are:
Men’s Clothing
Socks

Toiletries
(large size)
Shaving Cream

Instant coffee
reg and decaf
Tea

Antiperspirant
spray

UUFH WOMEN’S GROUP
Tuesday, January 7
On January 7, the Women's Group will talk in
small groups telling stories
of our past and present
and sharing our hopes for
the future. Please join us
at 7:30 for an interesting evening. Snacks are
served, and we are always collecting your unwanted clean clothing for the women and kids
at the Huntington Women's Shelter.
Judie Gardner

Beverages

Underwear (S or M) Dental Floss
Wash Clothes
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Hot chocolate

Hand Towels
Mouth wash
Hot sauce
Gently used men’s (alcohol free only)
clothing
Fruit punch
Paper cups for
mix
mouth wash
Soda – espeHair combs
cially orange
Allyson Barish
NOT NECESSARILY SENIORS
HOLIDAY PARTY
Wednesday, December 18

CASTLE CARE
SHARED MAINTENANCE DAY
We had a small turnout for December’s Second Saturday
Maintenance day, because of the
weather and the season. Nevertheless, the committee, plus Larry
Buckley accomplished quite a few
tasks from the perennial list.
Our next date will be January 11, 2014! Let’s
hope that the weather is not too forbidding
and that you will join the group. Your Fellowship needs you!
The Castle Care Committee:
Frank Sappell and Scott Yanuck, co-chairs,
plus Andy Feigin, Jon Nielsen
and Ginny Kushnick.
FELLOWSHIP FAMILY

The NNS Holiday Party is scheduled for Wednesday, December 18 in the Social Hall from 12:00
PM – 3:00 PM. There will be merriment and tasty
dishes for all. This is a potluck so, if you haven’t
signed up to bring something, call Sue Kenler @
(631) 673-9585 to see what is needed. See you
all then.
Dorothy Burns (NNS)

Constance Wain Schwartz , artist member of
the b.j. spoke gallery at 299 Main Street, Huntington, is currently included in the Holiday
Exhibit during December and January.
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CONGREGATIONAL COVENANT UPDATE
The process of writing our congregational covenant is under way. Two successful meetings
were held and feedback has been received via e-mail.
The first step is to determine what to call our covenant. As of now, the voting results are:
Congregational Covenant – 8
Behavioral Covenant – 0
Covenant for Right Relations – 5
The following was agreed on.
The covenant should start with an opening statement that says…
“Our Fellowship thrives in an atmosphere of trust, respect and cooperation. To that end
We covenant to…”
The feeling was that this put a positive spin on the covenant. Without stating what can go
wrong without a covenant – we are stating in a positive way what we know can exist with a
covenant.
The groups also agreed on the following bullets included in the covenant…
“We covenant to…
Accept responsibility for our individual acts
Promote justice and peace in our relationships
Communicate with kindness, support and sensitivity
Allow for human fallibility
Assume good intentions
Serve with compassion and commitment
Show gratitude and appreciation
Actively listen and clarify what we hear
Respect boundaries that may differ from our own
Cultivate an environment of acceptance
Serve the purposes of the common good and to promote the welfare of the congregation
and the Fellowship as a whole".
The next meeting will take place on Sunday January 5 from 12:00 till 1:00 in the Family Room.
Please join us as we complete work on the covenant in time to present it for a congregational
vote on January 26. Your input is critical to the successful implementation of our covenant.
Mary Sussman
Committee on Ministry
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SPLIT PLATE FOR JANUARY
This month, our split plate recipient is the
NAACP Huntington Branch's Scholarship Program. For more than a decade, one of the significant activities of the Huntington NAACP has
been that of raising funds for scholarships to be
awarded to deserving minority students graduating from high schools in Huntington Township.
As the cost of college attendance rises, the
need for assistance grows annually. The donations from our split plate collection will be put
toward scholarships for seniors graduating in
June 2014. The Fellowship has a long history of
cooperation with our local branch of the NAACP
and we start our new year by continuing that
tradition.
SPEAKING "ON BEING"
DISCUSSION GROUP
Dear Speaking "On Being" Participants
Friends,
Five brave and hearty souls made it to
the Fellowship this past tuesday in order to listen and discuss Krista Tippett's On Being interview with Arthur Zajonc (by the way, Zajonc is
pronounced Zye-ence, rhymes with science). If
you haven't yet heard this program, you can access it through this link:
http://www.onbeing.org/program/arthur-zajoncon-holding-life-consciously/109
Both the listening and the discussion were wonderful and full of uplifting thoughts and insights.
I am so pleased to share these wonderful conversations with you. I will keep you posted on
our next gathering. If you would no longer like to
receive these reminders, please reply to me
and I will remove your name from the list.
Peace,
Andy
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.GALLERY NEWS
Hi Fellow UUFH Artists,
There's still time....
I hope that you will participate in the January
Group Art Exhibit. Please see the information
below. I am extending the pre-registration
deadline to Sunday, December 22. I hope that
you will join us! It's always a fun and engaging
event.
GALLERY ANNOUNCEMENT
The UUFH Gallery is asking all artists from the
congregation to participate in a group art show
to be held in January 2014. Each person may
submit one original work of art (no giclees,
please) that has not been previously shown at
the Fellowship. All fine art and fine craft media
accepted as long as the work is of your own design and is wired for hanging on the wall. Maximum dimension framed is 30" x 40".
There is no charge for participating but all participants are asked to bring an item on the food
list for the artists reception. To pre-register:
send email to Lauren Singer at lgslauren@yahoo.com or call at 631-421-7078 with
your name, title of piece, media, size and price,
if for sale. Note: the UUFH receives 25% commission on sales.
Drop off date is Saturday January 4th from 11:00- 12:00. If you are unable to drop your work
off at that time, please make arrangements with
Lauren Singer for an earlier drop off date or at a
time slightly later on January 4th.
Reception to be held Sunday, January 5th after
the service from 11:45 - 1:30. Pick up date TBA
last week of January or first week of February.
Thanks,
Lauren Singer

PARTY AT UUFH!
Rent space at UUFH for your next party, celebration, event, class, recital or meeting. Call me at
the office, 631-427-9547, for details or go to our website, www.uufh.org, and look under
“Rentals.” Members pay one-third of the rental rate, and not-for-profit organizations pay onehalf. Help the Fellowship and have fun. What could be better?
Barbara Weingarten
UUFH Administrator
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MLK ANNUAL MEMORIAL BREAKFAST 2014

HOLIDAY GREETINGS
On January 20, 2014, the Federal holiday commemorating the legacy of Martin Luther King, Jr.,
the Riverhead Baptist Church will once again
sponsor a gala breakfast in the Civil Rights Leader’s honor. Last year a full UUFH table joined
nearly 700 other celebrants from multiple religious communities, colleges, elected bodies, and
corporate and non-profit organizations. The
event begins at 8:00 a.m., doors opening at 7:30
a.m. The cost remains the same as last year:
$50. Keynote speaker is Rashad Robinson, CEO
of “The Color of Change.” A native of Long Island, Mr. Robinson is a former MLK Meritorious
Award recipient. Featured also will be glorious
singing from a spirited gospel choir.
A poster and sign-up sheet will be in the Social
Hall after Sunday Services. Checks should be
made payable to UUFH, with “MLK Breakfast” in
the Memo Line. They may be given to me in the
Social Hall, or mailed to Barbara’s attention in the
UUFH Office.
Paul Glatzer, Co-Chair,
Journey Toward Wholeness
SERVICES AUCTION UPDATE
2014 UUFH CALENDAR
IS NOW AVAILABLE
There will be copies for sale at the book stall on
Sunday for $25 each. Plus...The official Making of
the 2014 UUFH Calendar Video. 7 minutes of behind the scenes footage by Rick Kopstein for $10
All profits go directly to the UUFH. Last year we
cleared over $1,000. Get your calendar now!
Need to reserve a copy? Call me at 631-9878969. See your Fellowship friends in all of their
glory.
They are going fast.
Not your friends, the calendar.
Ken Farrell

May you be happy,
May you be healthy,
May you be peaceful,
May you be free.
Namaste,
Susan Kenler

Best Wishes
for a year filled
with health and
happiness.
Don Knight

Wishing our Fellowship community a joyous Holiday Season, and
a New Year filled with many
blessings.
Susan and Paul Glatzer
Merry Christmas and Happy New
Year to our Fellowship family. We’re
grateful to have you a part of our
lives.
Love,
Steve and Liza Burby

“As gentle as a snowflake,
may peace come to your heart.”
-Japanese proverb
Spencer Ross and Annabel Caner
Joyous holidays to all and best wishes
for a healthy and happy New Year.
Liz Koehn

Holiday Blessings and a Happy
New Year to all Fellowshippers
and with our love to all!
Bob & Nary Jane Wochinger
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CUUPS MEETING

PUBLICIZE YOUR EVENTS

Thank you to everyone who attended
the last meeting to talk about forming a
new CUUPS Chapter (Covenant of
Unitarian Universalist Pagans) here at
the UUFH. Our next meeting will be
held on Sunday, January 12 at 12 noon in the
Main Hall.
Robyn Bellospirito

Our Fellowship is an incredibly busy place with
numerous committees all holding events and
meetings throughout the year. For those
events and meetings for which you’d like others to participate—perhaps you’re holding a
seminar for Fellowshippers only, or an event
that you would like to open to town residents—
here are some steps you can take. They all
involve the same email address: webmaster@uufh.org.

INTRO TO BUTOH WORKSHOP
This workshop which was originally scheduled
for November has been postponed. It will now
be held on Saturday, January 11from 1:00 to
3:00 pm in the Main Hall. Butoh is a modern
dance art from Japan that is fluid, expressive,
authentic. In this workshop I will be introducing you to butoh by facilitating a form of 'slow
movement'. Anyone can do slow movement. It
is a state of being that is very meditative
where our usual perception of time seems to
disappear. Please dress comfortably for the
workshop. We will be moving around
(including on the floor), so bring a yoga mat or
blanket if you like. Please also bring a sweater, sweatshirt or similar item of clothing to the
workshop. To do butoh is to go deep and to
feel a sense of timelessness. Please join me
on this journey into butoh.
Robyn Bellospirito

For Care/Share
Needs and Concerns
Please contact Judie Gardner
631-549-9191
Judiedelano@aol.com

1. If you just want your event on the calendar,
the order of service, or Beacon, email webmaster@uufh.org and indicate in the subject line where you’d like the information to
go; i.e. online calendar; order of service.
You could indicate more than one.
2. If you’d like your event to be included in our
weekly e-newsletter, the Flash, which goes
out to the larger community, as well as internally, email webmaster@uufh.org and
indicate in the subject line that you’d like it
to appear in the Flash.
3. Also, if you would like the Communications
and Outreach team to help you create a
press release to publicize your events,
please let them know. You can also include
that in your email subject line to webmaster@uufh.org.
4. We also have a Facebook page, https://
www.facebook.com/UUFH.org. Like us and
follow us, of course. We can also post public events for you there.
This is a vibrant community with much to offer
to those already here, as well as those new
people we’d like to welcome through our
doors. Help us get the word out about all that
we’re doing. If you have any questions, you
can call me at 631-549-4483.
Liza Burby,
Vice President/
Liaison to Infrastructure Cluster
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TIME CAPSUULE #4
By Michael Goldsmith

We set the way back machine to December 16, 1963 (Beacon Volume IX No. 15). The dilemma of overcrowding was apparently solved alphabetically:
NEXT SUNDAY
Our Christmas Service will be held on Sunday, December 22nd. Both adults and children are invited.
There will be no Sunday School.
The program will be primarily musical, with guest soloists, a woodwind ensemble, and our choir participating. Our minister will preach a short “sermonette.”
There will be two services. One at 9:30, at which those whose last names end in A-M, are requested to
attend, and one at 11:00, for the N-Z group. There will be a coffee hour, and punch and cookies for the
children, at the collage immediately after the service.
This letter appeared on the front page of Volume IX No. 33, April 27, 1964.
UNITARIANS ANONYMOUS
The following letter is basically pathetic and heart-rendering that we felt it merited top spot this week.
Please read it, find your own point of reference, and take it from there:
Dear Editor:
I thought I wanted to be a Unitarian because I am absolutely filled with brotherly love, and, instead of
going to Friday night confession, I spent several minutes a day in self-examination, trying to learn the
meaning of life for me and my family. It has not been easy. But, I’ve been to 63 coffee hours, and still
nobody talks to me. One Sunday morning, I even held a “BAN THE BOMB” placard, but no one noticed me. Then, persistent as a Presbyterian, I had my husband grow a beard. Still no one talked to me
or us. But I was not really discouraged.
It shortly occurred to me that I was not intellectual enough. So, I bought a Phi Beta Kappa key in a
pawn shop and wore it around my neck on a gold chain with daring décolletage. Nothing happened.
Then I bought tickets to ACLU dinners, workshop programs, N.Y. theater parties, etc. I contributed favorite recipes to covered suppers, baby-sat during congregational meetings, and sketched at art workshops.
So far nothing has happened. Maybe I’m just not liberal enough, or existential. I WANT IN!!! What
should I do?
(Ed. Note: Anonymous letters are rarely printed by any paper. But the foregoing was so plaintive and
struck such an ancient chord, that it seemed worth the paper and ink. WHAT SHOULD SHE DO?)
I guess we may never know how that story turned out, but maybe we can play it forward. I know that I
feel like hugging anyone who looks lonely during coffee hour. Happy holidays all.

January, 2014

12

The Beacon

PAID AD

ATTENTION YOGIS AND YOGINIS –
CLASSES WILL BE CANCELLED
THE WEEK OF DECEMBER 30
Classes will resume January 6, 2014 with
the exception of the Tuesday evening class.
Please call me at 631-239-1002 with any
questions.
Tuesday Night Yoga Class has been cancelled for December and January.
Classes resume
February 18, 2014
Nancy Hume

AMAZON AND iGIVE CONTRIBUTIONS
Thank you to everyone who does their shopping by
going to our web site and using the link to Amazon.com and iGive.com. All you need to do is log on
to www.uufh.org and scroll down to the bottom and
click on SUPPORT THE UUFH AS YOU SHOP! Go
to our Stewardship Page for ways to help. Ask your
relatives and friends to shop through our website.
Jean Marra
Treasurer
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9:30 AM - 3:00PM
Tel.: 631-427-9547
Fax: 631-423-1504
Email: office@uufh.org
Website: www.uufh.org


Rev. Jude Geiger, Minister
Austen Petersen, Transitional Director of
Religious Exploration
Richard Hyman, Music Director
Barbara Weingarten, Administrator
Michael Goldsmith, President

Today’s Editor: Cathi Zillmann
Next Beacon:
Monday, January 27, 2014
Beacon Deadline:
Wednesday, January 15, 12 Noon
UUFH email for Beacon submissions
webmaster@uufh.org

