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We Have a New Minister! 
 

UUFH CALLS NEW MINISTER 
 
It is with supreme pleasure that the Ministerial Search 

Committee announces that the 
UUFH has called Reverend Jude 
Geiger as our next settled Minister. 
After a candidating week filled with 
introductions and questions and an-
swers and food and fun, the Fellow-
ship came together on Sunday to lis-

ten to the 2nd inspiring sermon and service with Rev. 
Jude. The votes were tallied and Rev. Jude was called by 
an overwhelming majority of 99%. Celebration followed.  
Jude will be with starting in August.  We look forward to 
a  future filled with hope, energy and commitment. 
 
Throughout this year and a half, Rev. Nancy has helped 
us with the process of exploring our Fellowship so that we 
are ready to embark on this new journey. We are filled 
with gratitude for her guidance and leadership. Many peo-
ple worked hard to enable this new phase of our growing 
history. We have seen many changes in the look of our 
Fellowship. The Transition team explored with us who we 
are and who we want to be. The Search Committee dedi-
cated themselves to finding a Minister who could help us 
achieve our dreams.  We thank everyone for their support 
and encouragement. 
 

Gerri Farrell 
 Search Committee Chair 

UPCOMING SERVICES 
 

May 5: Religious PTSD 
 
We carry our religious pasts with us all our 
lives. One of the inhibitors to fully realizing our 
spiritual potential is what I call “religious 
PTSD” (post-traumatic stress disorder).  Unless 
we tend the wounds inflicted on us in the past, 
we will continue to be held captive by our past 
experiences.   

Rev. Nancy O. Arnold 
 

May 12: Choir Favorites 
 
On this annual Choir Sunday we will be treated 
to special choral pieces that the choir has sung 
and enjoyed over the years. 
 

Richard Hyman and Choir  
 
May 19: Our Living Tradition –  
      Celebrating Our Sources  
 
On this Heritage Sunday we will lift up the six 
sources of the Living Tradition we share as Uni-
tarian Universalists. The service will include the 
Flower Communion, a tradition started by a 
courageous Unitarian minister in Czechoslo-
vakia. Please bring a flower (or several, if you 
have abundant gardens) to add to the congre-
gational bouquet. You will return home with a 
different flower, brought by another member. 
The service will be followed by a potluck lunch.  
 

Royal Forest, President, Board of Trustees  
and Rev. Nancy O. Arnold 

If you do not have computer access and 
you want to be informed of important news 
-- primarily "sad news" -- between Beacons 
-- please contact the UUFH office.   

Thank you.   
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May 26: Sing Me Free…. 
      Music and the Underground Railroad*  
 
This interactive songfest highlights one 
of the most fascinating chapters of 
American history with songs, stories, and 
audience involvement. Join us for a mu-
sically interactive journey for all ages on 
the "Freedom Train"  The story of slavery, determi-
nation, faith and triumph has many lessons of inspi-
ration for us in our present world. Come ready to 
sing and celebrate. 
 
Kim and Reggie combine a strong folk and gospel 
legacy with a solid background in classical, rock, 
jazz and pop music to bring us music that entertains 
and inspires. Their visit is made possible by a gener-
ous bequest of long-time UUFH member Johanna 
Van Roy in loving memory of her son Peter Van 
Roy. 

Kim and Reggie Harris 
 

FROM THE INTERIM MINISTER  
 
Congratulations on your very enthusiastic call to The 
Rev. Jude Geiger to be your fifth settled minister! 
You and your Search Committee should be proud 
that your cooperative efforts brought you to this 
point.  
 
You have done a lot of work this last year on which 
to build your future with Rev. Jude.  When we began 
this ministry together, there were many emotions, 
mingled with fatigue and a sense of lost identity 
about UUFH and its future. The recent small group 
discussions revealed hope and faith in your future.  
 
You want to build on your strengths – your relation-
ships with one another being the bedrock of these. 
Among the things you envision UUFH to be in 2018 
is a force for change in the greater Huntington com-
munity. By then, you expect your designation as a 
“Green Sanctuary” congregation to be realized, and 
pride in your distinctly UU identity will have grown 
the membership with young families, making UUFH 
a vibrant and safe congregation for all ages that em-
braces people where they are. 
 
While you were getting to know Rev. Jude, I attend-
ed a seminar for interim ministers. It was an oppor-
tunity to meet with colleagues and UUA staff to learn 
more about the goals and techniques of this special-
ized ministry. As you know, this was my first experi-
ence as an interim minister. I feel very fortunate to 

have had you as my teachers.  
 
Our ministry together will end July 31. Let’s use 
our remaining time together well, and with great 
intention.  

Yours in faith, 
Nancy 

minister@uufh.org 
 
On May 2-3, I will be attending the Metro New 
York UU Ministers Annual Meeting that takes 
place prior to the annual district meeting. 
 
The Minister’s Discretionary Fund provides finan-
cial assistance to members and others in need. It 
is funded solely by your contributions.  Please 
contact me to give or receive. Thank you!   
 
Several of my personal books are on loan to some 
of you. I’d appreciate their return before my last 
Sunday with you on June 16th. Thanks! 

Nancy 
 

WORKSHOPS REV. JUDE  
WILL BE ATTENDING 

  
Rev. Jude will be attending three workshops at the 
District Annual Meeting on May 3 and 4. It's being 
held in Morristown, NJ - ironically the same town 
where he found UUism 20 years ago when Paul 
Ratzlaff was his minister! The weblink is http://
uumetro/ny.otg/am13/ 
 
Rev. Jude invites members to join him in attending 
any or all three of these workshops that he'll be 
attending to take notes! It would be great for a 
team from UUFH to sit together in these work-
shops and craft a plan in May! The workshops are 
about Mission, Multiculturalism and Stewardship. 
 
A4 Moving from Mission to Action: Your con-
gregation has crafted a mission statement…now 
what? Using a case study, this workshop will give 
tips and tools on how leaders can use mission to 
guide strategic planning and decision-making. Fa-
cilitator: Renee Ruchotzke, Regional Leadership 
Development Consultant, Central East Regional 
Group. 
 
B10 Worshipping Together: Bringing Multicultur-
alism to Life in Your Sanctuary Worship is a public 
witness of our values. Worship is the place we 
reach beyond ourselves into the possibilities of 
human existence. Worship is the way we cele-

mailto:minister@uufh.org
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brate the glory of being together on this planet. 
This workshop will help us learn how to embody 
our best selves, reflected in the multicultural com-
munities we are ready to become. Facilitators: 
Rev. Peggy Clarke, District Racial and Social Jus-
tice Consultant, and Minister, First Unitarian Soci-
ety of Westchester (Hastings-on-Hudson), and 
Rev. Hope Johnson, Minister, UU Congregation of 
Central Nassau (Garden City NY). 
 
C4 We Sing the Heart Courageous: Changing 
how we do pledging in our congregations is a cou-
rageous act of faith. We like to stick with what is 
known. How can we move beyond the annual 
pledge drive to a year-round stewardship model 
that creates a congregation of people who are 
generous stewards following a personal spiritual 
practice? Facilitator: Rev. Chris Neilson, Regional 
Stewardship Consultant, Central East Regional 
Group. 
 

Q & A WITH THE PRESIDENT 
  

Q. What is the Minister's Discretionary 
Fund? 
  
A. This fund, handled only by the min-
ister, is to aid those within the Fellow-
ship and in the larger community who  
       are experiencing financial 

difficulties. All        assistance is confidential. 
  
People can donate to the fund at any time and we 
make a special call for funds around the winter 
holidays. Just make a note on your check or Sun-
day morning envelope "Minister's Discretionary 
Fund." 
  
If you or someone else in the Fellowship is in need 
please reach out. In addition to this fund and, of 
course, the Minister, we have Pastoral Associates 
and a Care Share Team waiting to help. 
All conversations are confidential. 
  

 Royal Forest, President 

VICE PRINCIPLES 
 
Our Fourth Principle: Unitarian Universalists 
affirm and promote a free and responsible 
search for truth and meaning, or Why did the 
UU cross the Road? 
 
According to Wikipedia, “Unitarian Universalism 
is a theological liberal religion characterized by a 
free and responsible search for truth and mean-
ing.” Unitarian Universalists do not share a creed  
-- rather, they are unified by their shared search 
for spiritual growth and by the understanding that 
an individual's theology is a result of that search 
and not a result of obedience to an authoritarian 
requirement. Unitarian Universalists draw on 
many different theological sources and have a 
wide range of beliefs and practices. 
 
The Reverend Sunshine Jeremiah Wolfe wrote, 
“Frequently, I have heard people say that Unitari-
an Universalists can believe whatever they want. 
However, this is simply not true. The key is that 
our search for truth and meaning is both free and 
responsible. Responsible means that we take into 
account not just our worth and dignity, but that of 
all people. It means that we take into account 
many different perspectives and that we are ac-
countable to more than just ourselves.” 
“Freedom,” Reverend Wolfe continued, “means 
that we have the freedom to explore, contem-
plate, meditate, and worship in ways that make 
sense to us in order to make sense of the fullness 
of life. Responsible means that we take into con-
sideration what our faith means for more than just 
ourselves and that we consider the freedom of 
others as well as ourselves. This goes back to 
the principle “encouragement to spiritual growth.” 
In other words, we not only wish for freedom to 
search for truth and meaning, but we wish it for 
all others, as well. 
 
So why did the UU cross the road? 
To support the chicken in its search for its own 
path. 

Michael Goldsmith, UUFH Vice President 

FELLOWSHIP FAMILY 
We're off the Island! 
 
Finally we made it to our new home at 2164 E. Ruellia Drive in Oro Valley, AZ. With new phone numbers 
are Cynthia’s  520-342-6437 and Dick’s  520-342-6633.  Give us a call sometime! We'd love to hear from 
you. Our email addresses are the  same cynthiachaffee@mac.com  and richardkopp@mac.com. 
 

We're still members and hope to see you this summer. 
 

With peace and love, 
Cynthia and Dick 

tel:520-342-6437
tel:520-342-6633
mailto:cynthiachaffee@mac.com
mailto:richardkopp@mac.com
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HOW DO YOU UU? 

 
What do you know about 
Czechoslovakia? (Except that 
your new DRE used to live 
there?) This is a region of 
changing borders, high moun-
tains and delicious food. It al-

so has a troubled past.  
 
In March of 1939 Hitler annexed Czechoslovakia 
(remember the Sudetenland?), and American Uni-
tarian Universalists chose to respond with love. 
You can read all about how Martha and Waitstill 
Sharp helped to save political dissidents, Jews, 
and children by traveling to Czechoslovakia in or-
der to aid escape from the Nazis. 
 
How can we respond with love when love isn’t 
easy? The Sharps certainly did that, and saved 
lives in the process. Their efforts helped begin the 
Unitarian Universalist Service Committee, which 
continues good work today. The Sharps’ work in 
Czechoslovakia is a wonderful example of com-
mitment to our Unitarian Universalist values.  
 
In the Pre-K-K class the teachers ask the children 
“how did you UU this week,” and we can all ask 
ourselves that same question. We don’t need to 
travel to far off countries to put love in the world, 
though. What can we do here and now that will be 
of help to others? Did you help someone who 
dropped her groceries, or needed help with his 
children even if the timing was inconvenient? 
What, in this coming week, can you say “yes” to? 
How will you UU?        

 Austen Petersen,  
 Transitional Director of Religious Education 

 

WHERE IN THE WORLD IS AUSTEN? 

 

Two weeks ago I had the privilege to attend my 

first Liberal Religious Educators Association 

(LREDA) meeting up in White Plains, NY. These 

meetings are a movable feast in that each month 

a different congregation hosts a meeting, much 

like the minister meetings. I got ideas for new 

Time For All Ages stories, spoke with colleagues 

about how LIAC operates, and got to listen to cre-

ative RE solutions other DREs have invented.  

 

I talked about teaching the class on Unitarianism 

in Poland in the 1500s here at the Fellowship, and 

got to hear about other adult education courses 

happening in the Metro New York District. I’m so 

pleased to get to know district people better!  

 Austen Petersen, 

Transitional Director of Religious Education 

 
PLEASE DON'T LEAVE US GUESSING 

 
Please help the Finance Committee by marking 
your checks and cash envelopes properly. Is your 
contribution to be for your current 2012-2013 pledge 
or 2013-2014? (Our new pledge year is July 1, 2013 
- June 30, 2014.) We have no way of knowing un-
less you put a note on the memo line. Just writing 
2013 does not help, as we do not know if you mean 
2012-13 or 2013-14. Is your contribution of a check 
or cash to be split half for the Charity of the Month 
and half for the plate or half towards your pledge, or 
is it all for the Charity or all for the fellowship? We 
are many things, but, we are not mind readers. So 
PLEASE, use the memo line or the envelope to indi-
cate your intentions. Thank you. 

 Susan Peters,  
Finance Committee “Counters” 

 
HERITAGE DAY WEEKEND  

JOIN US IN CELEBRATION AND DISCOVERY! 
MAY 17 - 19 

 
On Friday, May 17: the Faith In Action Cluster with 
be hosting the film “Two Who Dared” (see separate 
article).  
 
Saturday, May 18: the Sources Supper will be held 
(see separate article).  
 
Sunday, May 19: Rev. Nancy and I will be leading 
the Heritage Day Service followed by a Potluck 
Lunch and an encore showing of “Two Who Dared.”  
 
After the service please join together for our annual 
potluck lunch. Prices are as follows: $3pp/$10 per 
family w/food donation and $6pp/$20 per family 
without food or at the door. Please sign up after ser-
vice beginning April 28. 
 
To date I do not have volunteers for entertainment 
or activities for the kids. If you would like to add to 
the occasion by volunteering to organize music, 
games, etc…or have any questions please contact 
the Office, 631-427-9547 or me at  boardpresi-
dent@uufh.org 

Royal Forest, 
UUFH President 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sudetenland
mailto:boardpresident@uufh.org
mailto:boardpresident@uufh.org
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SOURCES SUPPER 
Saturday, May 18 
6:30 PM to 10 PM 

 

Please join us of a night of fun, food and fellowship! 
The Sources Supper ritual aims to create a deep con-
nection with our Unitarian Universalist heritage via 
storytelling and conversation around a common meal. 
The stories represent four founding events in UU his-
tory plus two key turning points in later history. The 
conversations occur around questions following each 
story. The meal takes place after the first four stories 
and is intended to be simple and informal, with con-
versation going wherever people take it. 
  
The final two stories take place after the meal and 
before dessert. Like all new rituals, it will take time 
and repetition for groups to feel fully comfortable and 
settle into a rhythm. The Sources Supper is intended 
to be done year after year until it becomes part of the 
religious identity and collective memories of those 
who participate in it. 
  
The dates of key events recounted in the Sources 
Supper include: 
Oct 27:   Michael Servetus is executed (1553) 
Jan 10:   The Edict of Torda (1568) 
Sep 30:  John Murray preaches in  
      Good Luck, NJ (1770) 
May 5:    William Ellery Channing delivers  
        Baltimore Sermon (1819) 
Jul 15:    Ralph Waldo Emerson addresses  
      Harvard Divinity School address (1838) 
May 1:  The Humanist Manifesto is  
      published (1933) 
  
We hope you can come!! 
 
RSVP to Barbara at the office: office@uufh.org Also 
let her know if you need child care and if you have 
special dietary needs (such as vegetarian or vegan). 

Michael Goldsmith, Vice President 
Board of Trustees (BoT) 

OUR HERITAGE DAY AWARD-WINNING FILM 
Two Who Dared: The Sharps’ War 

Sunday, May 19, 1:30 PM (after Lunch) 
and Friday, May 17, 7:30 PM 

 
Two Who Dared: The Sharps’ War – the 
never-before-told story of Waitstill and 
Martha Sharp, an American Unitarian min-
ister and his wife, who boldly committed to 
a life-threatening mission in Europe to 
help save imperiled Jews and refugees at 

the onset of World War II. Endorsed by UUA's Rev. 
Peter Morales as a timeless lesson of personal sacri-
fice and courage to be shared with future genera-
tions, this true call to action honors our UU Heritage 
Day mission to learn about the people and principles 
at work in our Unitarian Universalist faith. The film will 
also be shown on Friday, May 17 at 7:30 pm for 
those unable to attend our Heritage Day Sunday cel-
ebration. Those interested in learning more about the 
Sharps or the making of the film can go to 
www.twowhodared.com  
 

 Diana Weaving and Marilyn Kopp Hecker 
 for the Faith in Action Cluster 

 
 

NOMINATING COMMITTEE 
 
The Nominating Committee is happy to announce the 
following slate of candidates: 
 
Vice President – Liza Burby 
Treasurer – Jean Marra 
Trustee – Amy Olander 
Endowment Committee – Bill Houck 
Personnel Committee – Carol Towne 
Personnel Committee – Melissa Wettengel 
Nominating Committee – Judy Greene 
Nominating Committee – Jenna Kern-Rugile 
 
Biographies are included in this and past Beacons. 
 

Grace Dwyer, 
 Chair, Nominating Committee 

 
AMY OLANDER 
Nominated for Trustee 
I have been a member of UUFH since 1996. While 
my children were young, I served on the RE commit-
tee and helped to run the program when we were 
between DREs. Over the past few years, I have vol-
unteered for many events including children’s pro-
grams; teaching, gardening, COA mentoring, and  
HIHI shelter. In the past year, I chaired the Beyond 
Our Walls committee and am incredibly impressed 

COMMITTEE ON MINISTRY 
 
The Committee on Congregational Ministry’s purpose is 
to be available for members who may have concerns 
about UUFH members, the lay leaders and/or the Minis-
ter.  At any time, congregants are encouraged to contact 
any member with concerns they’d like addressed. 
Ray Forest (631) 261-3255  rpauldef@optonline.net 
Lois Ann Sepez (631) 271-418  lasepez@optonline.net 
Reba Siniscalchi  (631) 261-1860  resinis@aol.com 
Frank Towne (631) 543-6624    ftowne@verizon.net 
Jean Baron (631) 261-2920   jbaron4@optonline.net 
Pat Testa (631) 269-2879 pattesta@gmail.com 
 

http://www.twowhodared.com/
mailto:rpauldef@optonline.net
mailto:ftowne@verizon.net
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with the generosity of our congregation. I feel that this 
is a very exciting time at the UUFH and I am looking 
forward to continuing my Fellowship involvement as a 
Trustee. 

 
JENNA KERN-RUGILE 
Nominated for Nominating Committee 
Jenna Kern-Rugile joined the UUFH in 1997, after 
Beth Graham served as the minister for her wedding. 
Jenna has served as co-chair for the Social Justice 
Committee and taught R.E. classes for many years. 
She has participated as a speaker and singer for sev-
eral services, on topics such as environmentalism, 
adoption and activism. She’s also taken numerous 
adult education workshops at the UUFH. Jenna is a 
writer for North Shore Animal League America. She 
lives in East Northport with her husband Phil, daugh-
ter Maya, cat Phoebe and dog Lucy. 
  
JUDY GREENE 
Nominated for Nominating Committee 
The Fellowship has been my religious home since 
1992, when my husband Ed VIgneau, and our 3 chil-
dren moved back to Long Island from Connecticut. 
Over the years, I have taught RE, chaired (was 
Queen of) the Renaissance Faire Council, served as 
the Stewardship Cluster coordinator, was Treasurer of 
the Board, and served previously on the Nominating 
Committee. Among my proudest accomplishments 
was to serve as a founding member of the Beyond 
Our Walls Committee, incorporating planned philan-
thropy as part of our budget. I would be pleased to 
serve again as a member of the Nominating Commit-
tee. 

 
CARLENE TOCHMAN 
Nominated (by Board) for Committee on Ministry 
When I arrived at Marietta College in 1961, I intended 
to major in religion as I wanted to be a minister. I had 
been baptized in a Universalist Church in Norwood, 
Massachusetts, and had attended Sunday School in a 
Unitarian Church in Stow, Massachusetts. I had been 
raised by liberal parents; my father was born into Uni-
versalism and my mother was a Congregationalist. 
My family had moved to Virginia in 1961, and I joined 
the Unitarian Church in Roanoke. I was heartened by 
the prospect that my search for understanding of spir-
itual humanist ideas and ideals would begin in ear-
nest. One day, my college advisor, a Baptist minister, 
saw me with a book about existentialism, and told me 
I was “too young” to read it. With an air of defiance, I 
read the book and changed my major to sociology. 
After graduating from Marietta, I went to graduate 
school in social work at Adelphi University, and later 

became a member of the American Psychoanalyst 
Society College of Social Workers.  
 
I married a Jewish man, and we raised our children 
in a secular Jewish tradition. My search for meaning 
has continued. As a clinician, a great deal of what I 
do is help my patients find an organizing principle 
that is rooted in their own humanity. When my mar-
riage ended in 1999, I returned to the UUFH, where I 
felt instantly at home. I find that the UUFH embodies 
all of my ideas, and more. Thus my pursuit of, and 
puzzlement about, our human search for meaning 
and justice expand as I participate in my home fel-
lowship community. This is very important to me. I 
helped organize our small group ministries, Meeting 
Point, in response to 9-11. I have served on SPC for 
four years and enjoyed it thoroughly. Because I work 
three evenings a week, joining some committees 
has been difficult for me. When I first joined UUFH I 
volunteered to serve as a “substitute” RE teacher. 
Our RE program is now a bit more formal so I only 
had a few opportunities to help out. I’ve worked with 
children, adolescents, and adults for over 40 years 
so I am comfortable working with people of all ages. 
I am looking forward to working with our new Minis-
ter, the Reverend Jude Geiger, in any way I can to 
serve the whole congregation.  
 
MARY SUSSMAN 
Nominated (by Board) for Committee on Ministry 
My name is Mary Sussman and I have been attend-
ing the UUFH for 12 years.  David and I signed the 
book after attending our fist service on Father’s Day 
in 2001. 
I have been active in the Religious Education Pro-
gram.  Initially I taught Sunday school for both of my 
sons.  Teaching on a regular basis for several years, 
led to my joining the Religious Education Commit-
tee.   Some of my duties included organizing child-
care for fellowship activities, facilitating Social Action 
Sundays, planning and implementing family worship 
services, recruiting and training teachers and writing 
curriculum.  I had the pleasure of serving as Co-
Sabbatical Coordinator when Carolyn was on her 
sabbatical.   In addition to Religious Education com-
mitments, I have served as a cluster coordinator and 
volunteered on Heritage Day. 
For the past 18 months I have had the great honor 
of serving on the ministerial search committee.  
Through the dedicated work of this committee, we 
have brought Rev. Jude to Huntington. 
The UUFH has become my religious home.  I am 
proud to be a member of this community.  I have en-
joyed serving this community and look forward to 
continuing to do so in a new capacity. 
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NOT NECESSARILY SENIORS 
Wednesday, May 1, 12:00 PM 

  
"The History of Atheism" will be 
presented at the May 1 NNS meet-
ing by Bill Hecker. You don't have 
to be an atheist to be interested in 
the history of this point of view. I'm 
sure the discussion afterwards will be especial-
ly stimulating. Bring a bag lunch and join us in the 
Social Hall for lunch and conversation from 12:00 
Noon to 1:00 PM(beverages supplied). Bill's 
presentation will begin at 1:00 PM. Everyone is 
welcome! 

        Dorothy Burns. 
for NNS 

 
UUFH WOMEN’S GROUP 
Tuesday, May 7, 7:30 PM 

 
The UUFH Women's Group will 
be meeting on May 7, at 7:30, in 
the Main Hall. Our guest speaker 
will be a representative from The 
Opening Word, part of St. Hugh 

of Lincoln Catholic Church in Huntington Station, 
which holds classes to teach English reading, writ-
ing and speaking to immigrants. If you are interest-
ed, we hope you'll attend and learn about how you 
could be an important part of this transformational 
work! Our evenings together also include time for 
wine and cheese, and a sharing of thoughts, feel-
ings, and/or ideas on a particular topic.  
 
We look forward to seeing YOU on the first Tues-
day evening of each month! We are always ac-
cepting current season clothing donations for wom-
en and children, and anything that a woman needs 
to start a new life after leaving an abusive relation-
ship. For information contact me at 631-549-9191 
or judiedelano@aol.com.  
 

Judie Gardner 
 

MAY GALLERY EXHIBIT 
 

Artist Robyn Bellospirito, a native of 
Long Island, NY, has been exhibiting 
her work for more than twenty-five 
years in galleries and museums in 
the New York metropolitan area, 
around the country, and abroad. She 
is listed in the current editions of 
Who's Who in American Art and 

Who's Who of American Women and holds a 
Bachelor's Degree in Art History. She has worked 
in some of New York's finest museums, including 
The Metropolitan Museum of Art and The Frick 
Collection. Aside from her art, Robyn is a writer, 
butoh dancer, art history lecturer, animal lover 
and nature worshipper. 
  
 All are welcome to attend Robyn's art reception 
on Sunday, May 5, after the service. Please plan 
on staying for her butoh performance scheduled 
for 12:15 in the Gallery. 

Lauren Singer 
 

FRIDAY NIGHT AT THE MOVIES 
May 24, 7:00 PM 

 
This month we will be presenting the 
2008 film, Skin. This British-South Afri-
can biographical film is based on the 
true story of a black girl, Sandra Laing, 
who was born to two white Afrikaner 
parents in South Africa during the 

apartheid era. Sandra was classified as “white” till 
she entered boarding school in 1965 at the age of 
ten. She was then reclassified as “Coloured” and 
expelled. Court fights lead to a reversal, and San-
dra becomes “white” again; this is just the begin-
ning! 
 
Join us for Skin, “a story of family, forgiveness 
and the triumph of the human spirit.” $5 benefits 
the Fellowship and gives you all the drinks and 
popcorn you like. 
 

Joan Caly and Ginny Kushnick 
 

PART II:  
AMERICA’S CRIMINAL INJUSTICE SYSTEM? 

 
As noted in Part I of the report from UUFH’s 
“Common Read” group, three of the most egre-
gious misapplications of our criminal justice laws 
involve “stop and frisk” policy, excessive minimum 
sentences for minor infractions, and the resulting 
lifetime stigma of “felon” – all leading to a possible 
legalized discrimination, or new Jim Crow. 
 
Are any of these problems being addressed? Has 
there been any recent change in the incarceration 
rates for people of color? Yes, to both questions. 
 

New Yorkers are keenly aware of the current 
challenge to “stop and frisk.” While an 

mailto:judiedelano@aol.com
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outgoing NYPD department head is defend-
ing the street stops that rose to more than 
600,000 during his tenure, with “young men 
of color” most frequently targeted, criminolo-
gists, citizen groups, attorneys, and even 
some NYPD officers themselves are speak-
ing out. Yes, there was a “quota demand,” 
testified one officer; “the NYPD conducts 
‘stop and frisks’ without Supreme Court man-
dated “reasonable suspicion,” states a class-
action law suit; and only 12% of those ap-
proached receive summonses or arrest – 
with blacks and Latinos being targeted 80% 
of the time. The issue is under the spotlight. 

U.S. Attorney General, Eric Holder, has gone on 
record as seeing the need to re-examine 
mandatory minimum-sentencing: what is ex-
cessive? what are the consequences? And 
joining in this effort to change certain as-
pects of the drug laws is a group of 100 en-
tertainers, including the prominent and highly
-respected Ron Howard. 

The venerable organizations that have always 
focused their efforts on civil/equal/human 
rights continue their initiatives regarding af-
firmative action, fair housing and employ-
ment opportunities, voting rights, and appro-
priate legislative representation. And recently 
announced: New York has instituted a Work 
for Success program which encourages the 
hiring of ex-inmates and gives tax credits to 
employers who do so. 

 

Results? The New York Times (Feb. 28, 2013) re-
ported that declining incarceration rates for black 
Americans may suggest that the “disparities which 
have long characterized the prison population may 
be starting to diminish.” Though unfortunately, such 
is not the case for women and Hispanics. And, other 
sources remind us that our prisons remain a major 
industry; racial profiling is alive and well on our roads 
and in our communities; disproportionate arrest rates 
and resulting stigmas are degrading and tearing 
apart communities of color, and a just application of 
law remains a question.  
  
Undoubtedly the UUA, in recommending this year’s 
Common Read, wishes its many congregations to 
pay attention to equality under the law, to note injus-
tices, and to respond with compassion and appropri-
ate action.  

  Susan and Paul Glatzer, for JTW 

HIHI (Huntington Interfaith Homeless Initiative)  
 

Dear Fellowshippers, 
 
Last March I volunteered as a chaperone for the 
HIHI (Huntington Interfaith Homeless Initiative). One 
time was all it took for me to know I had found a 
wonderful way to meet my desire to serve my fellow 
man with my goal to be an active participant in the 
UUFH's commitment to social action. In November I 
expressed  a hope that you would consider joining 
me in the bumper sticker directive to "think globally, 
act locally" by serving as HIHI volunteers. And serve 
you did! I am so grateful to each and every one of 
you who helped create a wonderfully inviting respite 
for our grateful guests. During the 2012/2013 sea-
son, we at the UUFH provided a comfortable bed, 
delicious dinner, camaraderie, breakfast and lunch 
for 283 guests. Congratulations to you all for a job 
well done!  I look forward to the opportunity to serve 
with you all again in the 2013/2014 season. 
 
The HIHI season would not have been successful 
without the dedication and efforts of the following 
members - Allyson Barish and Lyz Mortati 
(Communications), Frank Mc Wade and Marcia 
Thompson (Greeters), Donald Clarke and Eric Hy-
man (Mid-evening Chaperones), Frank Sappell and 
Kim Schulz (Overnight Chaperones), Sylvia Lipnick 
and Jeff Hollman (Monday Clean Team), Marty Lip-
nick (Laundry Manager) and Jackie Agdern 
(Inventory Manager). A special thanks to Joanne 
Policetti for ALWAYS stepping in to cook and assist 
whenever needed! 

 
Yours in peace, 

Alyson M. Dalton 
HIHI Coordinator 

 
 
 

 
POT LUCK DINNERS 

         
We had our first round of pot luck dinners, and what a 
great success they were.  Nineteen people gathered in 
two homes to share delicious food and camaraderie, 
laughter and socializing.  A terrific way to meet new peo-
ple and connect with those you see around the Fellow-
ship, but do not really know.   
 
Our next dinners will be Sat., June 8.  Please let me know 
if you can host a group, or if you would like to attend one.  
Why not treat yourself to a lovely evening! Please contact  
me at hhmotivates@gmail.com or 631-427-5371 

Helene Holtz 

FOOD PANTRY  

 

Let's maintain our reputation as generous contributors to 
the Family Service Community Food Pantry. Fill the basket 
in the Fellowship on Sunday or any other time in the week 
and I'll schlepp it to the collection depot. 

Marty Lipnick 

mailto:hhmotivates@gmail.com
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A VERY SPECIAL THANK YOU 
  
Below is a copy of a hand-written thank you from one of the homeless men 
who stays here once a week during the winter months under the auspices of the HIHI program which we 
started many years ago. It brings tears to this editor’s eyes every time I read it. 
 

Dear Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Huntington, 
 

On behalf of myself and my homeless brothers, please allow me to express our thanks and appreciation to 
your entire congregation, for regularly serving as a Host Shelter for the HIHI Program. We want to thank 
the many Volunteers who have given so much of their time, to cook the meals and make us feel so wel-
come and so comfortable. We thank you for the much appreciated cots and for the most appreciated 
“luxury” of allowing us to smoke!! We thank you for all of the great meals, and for your allowing other Con-
gregations to occasionally host HIHI at your Church.  
 

But most importantly, I want to thank Marcia (who gave me the idea to write this, when I thanked her for 
the final time last Sunday night), Frank (whose always kind nature, and weekly reading of the Rules in 
Spanish we actually enjoyed, because he actually made it fun!), and most especially Allison, who I have 
not only witnessed her numerous kindnesses to us all, but I do not believe I have ever met such compas-
sionate person towards the less fortunate in my entire life! Often exhibiting “self sacrifice,” always exhibit-
ing kind acts “over and above the call of duty” (so to speak), and most importantly, for making the well be-
ing of others less fortunate, occupy such a central part of her life!!  
 

We thank her, her team of Volunteers, and your entire Congregation, for all of you kindness towards us. In 
conclusion, as my Latino brothers have taught me to now say regularly, muchos gracias to you all, and 
God bless you. 

Ken 

PAID AD 
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UPCOMING SERVICES 

 

May 5: Religious PTSD 
 

May 12: Choir Favorites 
 

May 19: Our Living Tradition –  
   Celebrating Our Sources 

  
May 26: Sing Me Free…. 

   Music and the Underground Railroad*   

 
RETURN SERVICE  

REQUESTED 

Unitarian Universalist 

Fellowship of Huntington 

109 Brown’s Road 
Huntington, NY 11743 

Office Hours: Monday - Friday, 
9:15 AM - 3:15PM 

 

Tel.: 631-427-9547 
Fax: 631-423-1504 

Email: uufhoffice@optonline.net 
Website: www.uufh.org 

   

Rev. Nancy O. Arnold, Interim Minister 
 

Austen Petersen, Transitional Director of 

Religious Exploration 
 

Richard Hyman, Music Director 
 

Barbara Weingarten, Administrator 
 

Royal Forest, President 

 

 Today’s Editor: Lois Ann Sepez 
 Next Beacon: Monday May 28, 2013 
 Beacon Deadline:  Monday, May 15, 12 Noon  

 

UUFH email for Beacon submissions 
office@uufh.org 


