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MAY THEME OF THE MONTH - DELIGHT
UPCOMING SUNDAY SERVICES
May 4:
Choir Sunday:
Led by Richard Hyman and the Choir. Rev. Jude
will lead the liturgy.
May 11:
To Be Real

JUNE THEME OF THE MONTH - IMAGINATION
June 1:
Liminal Spaces
Join us for our annual Pride month service. This
sermon explores the intersection of gender and
privilege and how that affects the lives of
Transgender, Intersex and Gender Queer folk.
Rev. Jude will preach. The Choir will sing.
June 8:
Junior Youth/RE Sunday

Mothers' Day Multigenerational Service with Rev. Led by Rev. Jude and Austen Petersen. This multiJude preaching on the holiday and the Choir offer- generational service welcomes children of all ages!
ing music.
June 15:
Juneteenth
May 18: (topic to be announced)
We will celebrate the day the last slaves in the US
Sunday Program Committee
learned of their freedom. Rev. Jude will be bringing
this social justice holiday to our Fellowship for an
annual celebration followed by a BBQ outside!
May 25:
Rev. Jude will preach.
The Possession of Happiness:
Seeking happiness is a part of life, but our desire
to have it actually stops us from obtaining it. This
week’s sermon will discuss how the Buddhist doctrine of impermanence can teach us to let go of
our desires for future happiness and instead live
into the present moment. Rev. Rose Schwab of
the Union Theological Seminary will preach.

FROM THE MINISTER
On Sept. 7, 2014, for our annual In-gathering service, we’ll be rebirthing our Water Communion.
The Sunday Program Committee and I will be
leading the ritual in a new way though! You are invited to bring water to the service that symbolizes
a place that nourishes your spirit, or has transformed you in a meaningful way. We’ll have four
stations where folks can pour their water simulta-
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neously while saying the water’s source aloud.
Imagine singing, prayer, and meditation happening alongside this. Following the service we will
take some of the water out to our Memorial Garden and bless the ground with the places that
have nourished our spirits. We’ll save some of
the water, boil, and purify it, and use it throughout
the year for any child dedications that happen. In
that way, we are blessing our newest members to
the congregation with the places that have fed us
over the years!

nounced in February, inviting congregations to reach out beyond
their walls and to engage in new
ways of sharing faith.
You can learn more about the upcoming event
here: http://uuworld.org/news/
articles/294354.shtml
In Peace,
Austen Petersen
Transitional Director of Religious Education

So as the warm months return to us, keep in
mind places that have fed your soul! If you’re
able to bring that water, all the better. If not, carry
with you water from your tap and pour it with the
intention of signifying that deep well that may be
far from home and out of reach, but always in
your memory.
In Faith,
Rev. Jude

CHIEF’S BRIEFS
Cherry Blossoms, Samurai and UUs

AUSTEN’S MUSINGS
We have both Mother’s Day and Memorial Day
coming up in May! Have you scheduled time with
your family to go for a walk? Scheduling the simplest of activities, like going to a park, can be
such a joy in the springtime. Enjoy the flowers!
Take a deep breath! Look up at that beautiful
blue sky!
You don’t need research to tell you how good the
fresh air is for you, how being around green leafy
surroundings for 15 minutes a day lowers blood
pressure, how physical activity lowers anxiety
and promotes the feeling of well-being. Make the
time for yourself, for your family as a group, and
go out and smell the roses.
Speaking of new things, do you know the theme
of this year’s General Assembly?
“Love Reaches Out” is the theme of
the 2014 General Assembly of the
Unitarian Universalist Association,
which will be held June 25-29 in
Providence, RI. The theme refers to
the UUA’s new initiative, an-

One of my favorite annual
events is the Sakura Matsuri
(Cherry Blossom) Festival at
the Brooklyn Botanic Garden.
Cherry blossoms, which explode into bloom all at the
same time and are gone just as
fast, serve as a metaphor on
the ephemeral nature of life. The extreme beauty of the blossoms and their short existence is a
most bittersweet thing. The association of the
cherry blossoms with mortality evokes the Japanese concept of mono no aware, which is a
gentle sadness, or wistfulness, about the transience of life. Cherry blossoms were of special
significance for the Samurai. In Eugen Herrigel's Zen in the Art of Archery, it is said: "It is
not for nothing that the Samurai have chosen
for their truest symbol the fragile cherry blossom. Like a petal dropping in the morning sunlight and floating serenely to earth, so must the
fearless detach himself from life, silent and inwardly unmoved."
Cherry blossoms have always held a special
significance for me. When we were children, my
father would take annual family photos of us
under the cherry tree in our backyard, which
would measure our growth and mark the passage of time. I attended law school in Washington, DC, and I would always take a muchneeded break to enjoy the Cherry Blossom Festival on the Capital Mall. Now that I have a family of my own, we repeat the experience annually in Brooklyn.
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Personally and collectively, we here at the UUFH
faced many challenges this past year. We made it
through a very rough winter. We said goodbye to
some beloved members. Individually, there have
been health issues, economic issues, and personal challenges. As a congregation, we will be facing
some hard economic and personnel choices.
Still, we have our own cherry trees. We should
give thanks for them, and enjoy their fragile beauty, and know that they will be back next year no
matter what the winter brings.
Michael Goldsmith
UUFH President
BOARD MESSAGE BOARD
I hope you noticed our gorgeous color
ads in Newsday on April 18 and 20,
inviting readers in the towns between
Cold Spring Harbor through Smithtown
to “celebrate Easter and Passover with
us.” We have also been running weekly ads in the
Religious Directory of the Times Beacon Record
newspapers. (I mentioned that in this column in
the fall.) We changed the text for two weeks to
mention our progressive Passover Seder and our
Easter Sunday service.
The board feels that this paid advertising is a
good idea to try. Other UU congregations on Long
Island advertise, so it helps us to be visible as
well. We don’t yet know if the ads have brought
people through our doors, but we make sure the
greeters are aware when the ads run. (We also
ran ads for Christmas Eve.) People don’t always
take immediate action when they see an ad of interest, but it might get them thinking, and when
they do, we hope they think of coming to the
UUFH.
Meanwhile, we rely on free publicity as well. Jennifer Sappell is our Facebook and webmaster extraordinaire, as she posts your events, updates,
and comments via our social media. And I’ve
been handling press releases this Fellowship
year, sending out information about our services
and events, like our current gallery show and the
upcoming opera night May 17. Until we hire our
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part-time communications professional to
start in August, if you have an event or service speaker you want publicized in the local
media, please contact me via email or phone
(lizaburby@verizon.net or 631-549-4483).
You can also post events to Huntington.Patch.com yourself, and be sure to include photos as that is always highlighted.
I’m a firm believer in letting the larger community know about all the wonderful things
that take place within our doors. Relying on a
combination of paid and free advertising is a
good first step.
Liza Burby
Vice President
CONGREGATIONAL MEETING, PART 2
SUNDAY, JUNE 8
The Fellowship’s Congregational Meeting,
Part 2 will be held Sunday June 8. Items for
approval include the 2014-2015 Budget, the
new Visioning Statement, recent bylaws
changes, and the minutes for the June 20,
2013 and April 27, 2014 Congregational
Meetings. Please plan to attend.
Susan Kenler
REMINDER TO ALL
COMMITTEE CHAIRS, FACILITATORS
AND CONVENERS:
Annual Reports must be sent to the Office
by May 12. Please submit your committee's
report on time. Organizing and printing the
reports for the Congregational Meeting Part
2 takes considerable time and effort, so it is
essential that your committee's report is submitted by the deadline.
Susan Kenler
REMINDER
Please send announcements to webmaster@uufh.org and indicate if it is for the Beacon, Flash or printed Sunday announcements.
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OPERA NIGHT CAFÉ AT UUFH

Join us for Opera Night Café, celebrating great
opera sung by professional local vocalists, Sat.,
May 17 at 7:30 pm at UUFH.
Ten years ago, the Portofino Caffe in Northport
was the first to host a regular musical event and
because of its popularity, Opera Night soon outgrew this charming venue. Come hear an entertaining assortment of arias by Puccini and many
excerpts from famous and beloved operas, performed in a parlor setting by wonderful singers
and director/pianist extraordinaire, Isabella
Eredita.
During most of the 19th century, music was performed in parlors or in the living rooms of the
elite. This intimate setting, which pre-dated stereos, turntables, CDs and large concert halls,
was the way the great composers showcased
their masterpieces. Opera Night's beginning was
a serendipitous event, as the location was small
and informal, with local musicians, and most importantly there was a piano.
"The Opera Night events keep surpassing the
previous ones because of the superb artistry of
the singers and musicians with the love and
dedication of the Opera Night staff," says Maddalen Harris, assistant director of Opera Night.
There is a $15 donation. Proceeds will benefit
Opera Night, Long Island and the UUFH. For
more info call 631-261-8808 or visit
www.operanight.org.
For Care/Share
Needs and Concerns
Please contact Judie Gardner
631-549-9191
Judiedelano@aol.com
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UUFH WOMEN’S GROUP
The next meeting of the UUFH
Women 's Group will be on
Tues., May 6 at 7:30 pm. We
will be sharing stories of our
lives! Please join us for a lovely evening! Bring along clean
spring/summer clothing you no longer need for
the women and kids at the Huntington Women's
Shelter. Snacks will be served. Hope to see you
there!
Judie Gardner
NOT NECESSARILY SENIORS
On Wednesday, May 7, the Huntington Senior
Center Engineer Group (Don Clarke is a member) will give a talk about their experiences.
On Wed., May 21, the film “Dying in America,” by
Bill Moyers of PBS, will be shown.
Come join us from noon to 1 pm for conversation
and a bring-your-own bag lunch, then stay for the
presentations, which will begin at 1 pm. See you
all then!
Dorothy Burns, NNS

PAID ADVERTISEMENT
2006 White 6x12 Explorer trailer for
sale. Mint condition. Owned by exmarine and master carpenter. Perfect for construction, landscape or
entertainment business. $2,500 firm.
UUFH member. Contact Alyson D.
at pony13girl@gmail.com.
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MAY IN THE ART GALLERY
Peopleless Landscapes
Photography by
James P Thomas
I see photography as an extension of my interest in Architecture. For both the built world and
the natural world; photography
allows me to try and break down
and understand pattern, texture
and composition and the complex ways in which light affects
them. I always strive to capture
that moment of beauty; to see a
building, a tree, a city or landscape not as I expected to see
it; but as it showed itself to me in a brief moment
of magic when we are reminded of what beauty
surrounds us.
All Fellowshippers are invited to an art reception
on Friday, May 9th at 7:00 pm.
Jim Thomas
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PAID ADVERTISEMENT
GOLDEN PAW SOCIETY’S
GOLDEN GALA
Come join us to support our mission!
Thursday, May 29 from 7 pm to 11 pm at
The Woodlands at Woodbury Mansion.
Golden Paw Society is an all-volunteer
501c3 organization dedicated to the rescue and re-homing of cats from municipal
shelters. Our annual Gala fundraising celebration is our largest fundraiser of the year
and includes an elaborate cocktail hour,
three-course dinner, music, raffles, prizes
and top-shelf open bar all night long! A
wonderful time for a great cause!!
Tickets are $85.00 per person. For tickets/
table and sponsorship options, visit: http://
www.goldenpawsociety.org/goldengala.html or call 631-470-7483.

UU Connect presents:
LIAC’s 8th Annual Intergenerational Pasta Party/Talent Show!
Saturday June 7, 2014
Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Huntington
109 Browns Road
Huntington, NY 11743
Dinner 6:00 P.M. followed by Talent Show 7:00 P.M.
Can you sing, dance, tell jokes, play an instrument,
read poetry or have any other talent
you would like to share?
Please plan on joining us.
Children, youth and adults are all welcome to participate!
It will be a great night!!!

Please respond to David Silver at
dre@snuuc.org
for more information and to R.S.V.P.
No charge to attend this event! Raffles to support scholarships
for LIAC programs (Sophia Fahs Camp., O.W.L., and Coming of Age)
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GARDEN BLESSING AND
BELTANE CELEBRATION
Sunday, May 4
Everyone is invited to join Rev. Jude and
CUUPS as we put our energy and celebration
into the blessing of the Grow to Give Garden
(growing vegetables for the Community Food
Pantry) and a “pep rally” type ritual for getting
your own projects started and off and growing
with a bang!
What: Blessing of the Grow to Give Garden
and Beltane celebration for growing and becoming a better you! We plan to have a Maypole too!
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CONGREGATIONAL COVENANT
Our Fellowship thrives in an atmosphere of trust,
respect and cooperation.
As members and friends of this congregation,
we covenant to:
Accept

responsibility for our individual acts.

Communicate

sensitivity.
Allow

for vibrant discussion in which we
actively listen and clarify what we hear.

When: Sunday May 4, 2014 at Noon after the
service.

Cultivate

Where: UUFH Grow to Give at the back parking lot UUFH grounds
Bring: Your drums!

Acknowledge

Don’t forget LI Beltane in the Park is May 3, 10
-6, UUFH

Show

SPLIT PLATE FOR MAY
Tri CYA
The Tri Community and Youth Agency (Tri
CYA) is open year round. During the school
year we provide after-school, evening and Saturday programs. Included in these programs
are snacks and a sandwich or meal. During
the summer we are open six days a week from
12-5 PM.
The majority of the youth who come to our
center are living at or below the poverty line.
They receive subsidized school breakfasts and
lunches during the school year; however, in
the summer they do not. Tri CYA provides
lunch, snack and sandwiches for the youth
each day. This is a big commitment, and we
have no budget for the scope of this program.
Please help Tri CYA feed 50-60 youth each
day (six days a week) this summer. If you
need further information, or have any questions feel free to contact me at 673-0614.
Debbie Rimler, Executive Director Tri CYA

with kindness, support and

a respect for different perspectives
and opinions.

Act

human fallibility.

in good faith and assume good intentions.
respect, gratitude and appreciation.

Respect

confidentiality in our interactions with
other congregants and as appropriate in participation in Fellowship committees and activities.

Participate

and serve with compassion and
commitment.

AMAZON AND iGIVE CONTRIBUTIONS
Thank you to everyone who does their shopping
by going to our web site and using the link to Amazon.com and iGive.com. All you need to do is log
on to www.uufh.org and scroll down to the bottom
and click on SUPPORT THE UUFH AS YOU
SHOP! Go to our Stewardship Page for ways to
help. Ask your relatives and friends to shop
through our website.
Jean Marra
Treasurer
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TIME CAPSUULE #8
This column, and all future UU Time Capsuules are dedicated to our wonderful archivists, past, present and future, who
so lovingly preserved our heritage, so we can hear from our
elders, and speak to your descendents.
“Merry Christmas, Mr. Nixon”

This column and all future UU Time Capsules are dedicated to our wonderful archivists, past, present
and future, who so lovingly preserved our heritage, so we can hear from our elders, and speak to your
descendants.
I wanted to set the way-back machine to about July 20, 1969 to read about the lunar landing, but in
reviewing the old Beacons, I learned that the UUFH closed for the summer of '69, from June 21 to early September. Just as well. Hope everyone was watching the Miracle Mets.
This first gem was found in Volume XIX, No. 16, from Dec. 16, 1969:
MERRY CHRISTMAS, MR. NIXON
The Unitarians for Social Justice of the University Unitarian Church of Seattle, Washington, ask other Unitarians to join in (1) Sending a public opinion telegram to the President
urging peace in Vietnam so that it arrives at the White House on Christmas Eve, and (2)
Calling or writing two friends in other sections of the country asking them both to send
telegrams and to make two further contacts to secure telegrams for peace on Christmas
Eve.
And from the following Sun., Dec. 28, 1969:
There will be no formal service on December 28 but there will be “A Gathering” of all Fellowship people who just can’t stay away. “The Gathering” will begin at 11:00 am – please
note change of time – only one “Gathering.” This is simply a social get together. The
adults will meet in the main room in the cottage, the children will take over the main hall.
The High School and College kids are requested to bring guitars. They can meet in the
library social room for a song fest. (Editor’s note: From the “Roman Lord of Misrule” to
the Church substitute, Holy Innocents Day, when a boy from the choir school was elected “Bishop,” children “took over” on January 1st. Unitarians, being ever ahead, will trade
places four days early.
So how did our elders end the 1960’s, you may ask? By partying in the '70s, of course:
NEW YEAR’S EVE PARTY
9:00 P.M. at the Fellowship – Dancing, appetizers, vodka punch bowl, set-ups, midnight
buffet - $5 per person by check, payable to “Uni-Uni Fellowship of Huntington.” DEADLINE – December 21 – reservations close at 80 persons, so reserve early. Remember
to bring your own liquor, if desired.
Michael Goldsmith

May, 2014

8

The Beacon

SUMMER CAMPS
Sophia Fahs UU Camp in Shelter Island, NY:http://www.liacuu.org/Fahs Camp for grades 3-12, August 10-15
Goldmine Youth Leadership School:http://uumetrony.org/events/events.htm
Goldmine Youth Leadership School East, August 17-23 at Unitarian Church of Staten Island, NY
Goldmine Youth Leadership School West, July 6-12 near Oberlin College in Ohio.
Murray Grove UU Camp in Lanoka Harbor, NJ:www.murraygrove.org for grades 4-7, August 10-14
Unirondack UU Camp in the Adirondacks:http://www.unirondack.org/
BARTON youth week for ages 9-12, June 29-July 5
CHANNING I youth week for ages 12-14, July 6-12
CHANNING II youth week for ages 12-14, July 13-19
PARKER I youth week for ages 14-16, July 20-26
PARKER II youth week for ages 14-16, July 27-August 2
HIGH PEAKS ADVENTURE for ages 15-18, July 27-August2
BALLOU I for ages 15-18, August 3-9 (FULL for girls)
BALLOU II for ages 15-18, August 10-16 (FULL)
FAMILY CAMP for families of all kinds, August 17-23
Star Island, NH: http://www.starisland.org/
Youth Empowerment and Spirituality for ages 15-22,June 21-28
All Star 1 Family Conference If a Tree Talks in the Forest.Eavesdropping on the Dialogues of Plants, June 28-July 5
All Star 2 Family Conference The Wonders of Language from the Eyes of an Anthropologist, July 5-12
Lifespan RE Evolution, Devolution, Revolution: On Church, Change, and Choosing a Full Week Faith, July 12-19
International Affairs Family Conference Pakistan: Challenges and Opportunities, July 19-26
Life on a Star 1 Family Conference Playing for Social Good: Building a Better World Together, August 9-16
Life on a Star 2 Family Conference Civilized to Death,August 16-23
More at http://starisland.org/conferences/2014-conference-listing/
Southeast UU Summer Institute (SUUSI) in Radford, VA: http://www.suusi.org
Intergenerational and Family Retreat, July 20-26
UU Mid-Atlantic Community in Center Valley, PA:www.uumac.org
2014 Retreat, July 13-19 with programs for children, youth and adults
UU Camp & Conference Center in Rowe, MA:www.rowecenter.org
Young People's Camp for ages 8-11, July 13-19 & 20-26
Transitions Camp for ages 11-13, July 13-26
JR High Camp for ages 13-15, June 22-July 12
SR High Camp for ages 15-18, July 27-August 16
Adult Camps also available. Visit the website.
The UU College of Social Justice:http://uucsj.org/youth/
New Orleans Youth Justice Training for grades 9-12,July 12-20
Boston Youth Justice Training for youth grades 9-12,July 19-August 1. Apply by May 11.
Ferry Beach
Ferry Beach is a retreat, camp, and conference center located on the coast of Southern Maine. Founded in 1901 by
Universalist minister, Quillen Shinn, Ferry Beach is committed to positive personal and community transformation.
Visit their website for an array of opportunities.
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CONGREGATIONAL MEETING RECAP
On April 27, the first congregational meeting of the year, we voted in a new mission statement, slate of officers, and the revised BOW policy.
The first order of business was to vote on the new mission statement as presented by the
Committee on Ministry. After discussion, the motion to adopt the new statement was passed.
It’s short enough to memorize: In religious community we nurture our individual spirits
through caring for one another and helping to heal the world.
Next we voted on the nominations for new Board members Jennifer Thieke, as vice president,
Kim Schultze, secretary, and Brian Cohen, trustee. Andy Feigin and David Schulman were
nominated for the Committee on Ministry, and Kathryn Johnson for the Endowment Committee. All passed unanimously. Thank you for volunteering your services for the Fellowship.
The last item to be voted on was the amended Beyond Our Walls policy. There was much discussion and the vote was broken into two parts: Split Plate and BOW grants. Both passed. Michael Goldsmith, our president, then brought the congregation up to date about our upcoming
staff change. Austen Petersen will be leaving us in June to take a position elsewhere, so we
have to conduct an immediate interim DRE search. We will be looking for someone to fill the
position for at least two years, possibly three. The interim DRE search committee is already
accepting applications and we hope to hire someone by mid-May to start in July. The DRE
search committee is: Rev. Jude Geiger, Carol Towne, Susan Rizack, Lisa Moskowitz, and me.
Michael also spoke about potential parking lot plans and possibly using the earned income
from the endowment to help meet our staffing needs. The Board planned to meet with our finance team and the parking lot committee to get estimates and to come up with ideas on how
to finance the project.
Thank you to Alice Link for providing the bagels!
As always, feel free to contact board members with any questions or concerns. Our next congregational meeting will be June 8 to vote on the budget, bylaw changes, and our new vision
statement.
Liza Burby
Vice President
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