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The Search Committee would like the Unitarian Universalist Fellowship to welcome The Rev. Jude Geiger as candidate for our new Minister. He has accepted our invitation, and we have started the process of his formal introduction here. You will all get
to meet him at the various events during Candidating
Week April 14 through April 21. After his second
Sunday preaching here, we meet as a congregation
after the service to vote him on formally. A yes vote
of 95% or higher will welcome him with confidence!
He comes to us with enthusiasm and solid experience in developing programs that will suit us and
enhance our spiritual home!
Your Search Committee:
Gerri Farrell, Jim McKenna, Jon Nielsen,
Joanne Polichetti, Mary Sussman,
Jim Thomas, Carlene Tockman
Rev. Jude Geiger Bio
Rev. Jude Geiger currently
serves as the Minister of
Lifespan Religious Education at
the First Unitarian Congregational Society of Brooklyn. He
has a Masters in Urban Planning from NYU Wagner focusing on Community Development, and an M.Div. from
Union Theological Seminary with a specialty in
Christian Social Ethics. Jude has worked as a consultant for non-profits advocating for Affordable
Housing and for the NYC Mayor’s Office working in
Health Insurance Outreach for low and middleincome New Yorkers. Prior to his graduate education, he worked in information technology as a supervisor, database administrator and project manager.
In addition to his ministry with Brooklyn, Jude served

as the Summer Minister for the UU congregations in Summit and Morristown, NJ as well as
the Ministerial Intern at Shelter Rock.
Active in denominational leadership, Jude is immersed in youth and young adult ministry at the
district, regional and continental levels. He also
leads weekend and week long workshops in
Youth Ministry, UU Heritage, UU Identity, and
Small Group Ministry. He currently serves on the
UUA’s Council of Church Staff Finances.
Jude regularly blogs for the Huffington Post and
can be found there at http://
www.huffingtonpost.com/rev-g-jude-geiger. You
can read his writings and listen to his podcasts
at http://revwho.com/.
Jude is partnered to Brian Brewer. Brian works
as the Director of Marketing and Communications for the Cancer Research Institute - a nonprofit located near Wall Street in Manhattan.
Rev. Jude writes to us:
I am honored to have been chosen by your
search committee as the candidate for your
next Minister. They have offered the warmest
welcome to my partner Brian and I throughout
this long search year and we are very grateful to
get to know them. We very much look forward to
meeting all of you in just a few weeks!
There are so many reasons why your Fellowship
feels like a strong fit. Your long-standing commitment to social justice - especially working toward
ending homelessness and hunger in your community - matches my own long-time commitment
to economic justice both as a minister and as a
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non-profit organizer. We share a vision for a dynamic multigenerational ministry where our children and youth are vital engaged members of our
community. I came to Unitarian Universalism, at
the end of my teens, through another UU Fellowship that likewise offered frequent Lay Led worship
and I appreciate your desire to continue this meaningful shared ministry.
Although we’ll have the opportunity to formally
meet during Candidating Week (April 14th-21st)
there are other chances to meet over the next few
months. On April 6th, I’ll be speaking locally at
Shelter Rock as part of LIAC’s (Long Island Area
Council) annual Spring dinner. The theme of the
evening is “Growing a Dynamic Multigenerational
Ministry.” I’ll be talking about the role of lifespan
religious education in the development of membership as well as how we can better attract and sustain young adults and younger families. You can
learn more about it online at http://liacuu.org/. To
R.S.V.P. or for more information, please contact
the LIAC Administrator: Gretta Johnson-Sally:
(631-387-5270).
I’ll also be co-leading a week long workshop on
Ministry with Youth twice over the Summer. The
first is July 13th-20th at Lifespan Religious Education Week on Star Island (New Hampshire), and
more info can be found here: https://
starisland.thankyou4caring.org/pages/lreregistration-page. This UU retreat camp is family
friendly and ideal for RE teachers and their families. The second time is August 20th-24th at the
Stony Point Retreat Center in Stony Point, NY.
This second week also doubles as our District’s
Youth Leadership School - so it’s open to both
Youth and Adults with age-specific programming
for all. Updates and registration info can be found
online at http://www.cerguua.org/goldmine.
In the coming year I hope to get to know each of
you. Thank you for inviting us into your religious
home!
Warmly,
Rev. Jude
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MARK YOUR CALENDAR FOR THESE
CANDIDATING WEEK EVENTS
WITH REV. JUDE GEIGER!
Please note that everyone is welcome to every
meeting! For example, if you cannot attend a
meeting at the time scheduled for your committee or cluster, please join another event. Please
RSVP to the office for the cocktail parties on
Sunday April 14 and Saturday April 20.
Saturday, April 13
4:30 – 5:30 PM - Religious Education Committee:
Meet and Greet
5:30 – 7:00 PM - Religious Exploration (including
Adult RE) Pot Luck and Meet and Greet
Children and Youth welcome and encouraged
7:00 – 8:00 PM - Youth Meeting with Jude and Austen, High School and Middle School youth and
teachers
Sunday, April 14
10:30 AM - Sunday Worship
4:00 – 6:00 PM - Open House: Home of Allyson
and Matt Barish Please RSVP to the office
Monday, April 15
5:45 – 7:30 PM - Center’s Style Pot Luck Dinner:
Bring a dish to share with 8 people
Tuesday, April 16
12:00 – 2:00 PM - Center’s Style Pot Luck Lunch:
Bring a dish to share with 8 people
7:00 – 8:30 PM - Dessert with the Resources and
Infrastructure Clusters
Wednesday, April 17
7:00 – 8:30 PM - Dessert with the Transitions and
Faith in Action Clusters
Thursday, April 18
7:00 – 8:30 PM - Dessert with the Ministry and Our
Home Clusters
Saturday, April 20
4:00 – 6:00 PM - Wine and Cheese: Home of Mary
and David Sussman Please RSVP to the office
Sunday, April 21
10:30 AM - Sunday Worship
Immediately Following: Special Congregational
Meeting
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UPCOMING SERVICES
April 7: Evolution and the Spirit of Life
Living with an understanding of Evolution changes everything about how humans view existence. Knowing that
you are a part of an arc of change, an incredibly slow and
infinite arc of change, can either help you, or send you
struggling to find your place in the Now.
Let us explore how Evolutionary Theory informs Unitarian
Universalism and guides us in achieving our seventh principle, “Respect for the interdependent web of all existence
of which we are a part.”
Rev. Nancy will be preaching at Shelter Rock as part of
the LI Ministers’ Sabbatical Program.
Andy Feigin, SPC
April 14: Start As We Mean to Continue
Join us as we welcome Rev. Geiger to the start of our
Candidating week. Fully into Spring, what are the beginnings we hope for with our new ministry together? How
can we build upon the strong community we already
have? What does our Unitarian Universalist faith ask of
us?
Rev. Jude Geiger
April 21: The Spirited Life
After a week of communal discernment - what would a
vision of our future hold? What does our religion teach us
about living a thriving spiritual life?
Rev. Jude Geiger
April 28: Interdependence Day!
Today we will celebrate the first distinctly UU holiday. Interdependence Day developed from a challenge for UUs
to create a holiday that celebrates our tradition, rather

than just adapting everyone else’s holidays to
suit us. Interdependence Day says who we are
as Unitarian Universalists. It proclaims our unity with “the interdependent web of all existence
of which we are a part,” and it fosters our commitment “to care for our planet earth, the home
we share with all living things.” This intergenerational service will celebrate the life we share
together with story and multi-cultural music for
all ages. We will also welcome new members
during the service.
Rev. Nancy O. Arnold
FROM THE INTERIM MINISTER
Unitarian Universalism has a reputation for being a questioning religion. We probe. We ask
questions. We come together to accept and
encourage one another in our spiritual growth.
We resist accepting anything on “blind faith.”
There is a down side to this “questioning faith”
of ours. It cultivates a climate of suspicion. The
questions, and the doubts, may seep into the
rest of our lives. We may doubt that there is
anything – or anyone – in which we can place
our trust.
This attitude of suspicion surfaced at the recent congregational meeting on bylaw changes. Most notably, it arose during the discussions of whether to adopt a new method for
appointing people to the Committee on Ministry, and whether to amend/eliminate the 90day waiting period before a new member can
vote. Mistrust is born of fear – fear of the unknown, fear of how change will affect you, and
fear that the fellowship you know will be no
more.
As you prepare to call your new minister, I en-
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courage you to remember that ministry is a partnership rooted in faith and trust. As members, you are
expected to trust that the good of the whole will be
served by the leaders you elect, and by the minister
you choose. Your minister will expect that your covenant together is made in good faith, grounded in
your respect and commitment to each other and this
ministry.
Candidating Week is your opportunity to lay the
groundwork for the ministry you will share together.
Yours in faith,
Nancy
minister@uufh.org
While you are getting to know your candidate for settled ministry, I will be attending a seminar for interim
ministers in San Antonio, Texas.
Next God Group meets on Sunday, April 14,1:00 PM
in RE Room 2.
Nancy
AUSTEN’S MUSINGS
What if you slept? And what if, in your sleep, you
dreamed?
And what if, in your dream, you went to heaven
and there plucked a strange and beautiful flower?
And what if, when you awoke, you had the flower in
your hand?
Ah, what then?
- Samuel Taylor Coleridge (1772 - 1834)
Happy Spring! Spring is a time of renewal, for things
to come out of hibernation, to awaken. Already flowers are beginning to push their way toward the sun!
The Fellowship is going through a period of renewal.
New ideas are springing up like flowers, and you are
the ones to make this happen. I learned about helping to make dreams reality at the most recent training I attended. One idea revolves around the democratic process. We consider what it would mean if
we reclaimed the word power. What if we understood this as power-with instead of power-over? Part
of redefining power is being clear about our goals,
communicating clearly, and having transparent motives. Our youth and children do this when they
check in during the lighting the chalice at the beginning of Sunday RE classes. I encourage you to be
part of this redefinition - to vote! Attend the bylaw
meeting, attend and make your voice heard when it
is time to meet the ministerial candidate. The more
each of us participates, the more we all benefit. After

The Beacon

all, this is our Fifth Principle: “The right of conscience and the use of the democratic process
within our congregations and in society at large.”
Be part of the exciting renewal and blossoming at
the Fellowship this spring.
In Peace,
Austen Petersen
Transitional Director of Religious Education
VICE PRINCIPLES
Our third Unitarian Universalist Principle: is
“Acceptance of One Another and Encouragement
to Spiritual Growth in Our Congregations.”
In other words, “We are free to learn together.”
Scottie McIntyre Johnson, in a sermon delivered
at Wildflower Church, (July 29, 2007), asks a
question that we at the UUFH have wrestled with:
“Have we covenanted to create a place - a congregation - a church - a faith where those with
Christian, Jewish, Buddhist, pagan, humanist and
other theologies will all feel comfortable? Where
theists, agnostics and atheists can all sit side-byside in the pews and be certain that their views
are heard, spoken and respected?”
“For to truly show acceptance of one another’”
McIntyre-Johnson continues, “as the Third Principle requires, you must demonstrate that acceptance by being there when another person’s
spirituality comes to the fore. Of course, it might
just encourage your own spiritual growth for you to
listen for a message being delivered with a different focus than the one you prefer; it might be good
for you to try to learn from something you may not
be entirely comfortable with.”
“But that’s not the point I want to make,” writes
McIntyre-Johnson. “The point is this: whether you
get anything out of a particular worship service or
not, you should be there to support the people
whose needs are being met by that service, the
people whose spiritual growth you have agreed to
encourage, to whom you have made a promise,
with whom you are in covenant. You should not
pick and choose to attend just those worship services that promise to appeal to your personal preferences, for when you are not in the chairs on a
Sunday morning for this reason, you are saying by
your absence that you do not accept one another,
and you are not willing to encourage the spiritual
growth of those members ... different from yours.”
Michael Goldsmith
VicePresident,
Board of Trustees (BoT)

The Beacon

2012 REPORT FROM
THE NOMINATING COMMITTEE
Below are biographical sketches of candidates
that the Nominating Committee has nominated to
serve. There is one position that has yet to be
filled: a member of the Nominating Committee,
which is for a three-year term. We will update the
congregation when we have new information.
Submitted by the Nominating Committee,
Jan Brenner, Ben Testa, Lou Koulias, Lee Kurfist,
Nancy Hume, and Grace Dwyer, Chairperson
BIOGRAPHIES OF NOMINEES
FOR UUFH OFFICE
LIZA BURBY: Nominee for Vice President of
the Board of Trustees (three-year term)
I’ve been participating in the life of the UUFH for
28 years and would be honored to be your Board
vice president. I was a Board trustee from 19992002. I’ve chaired the Nominating Committee, Services Auction, Mission Statement, Social Justice,
and RE committees; served as a member of the
Ministerial Search Committee, Long-Range Planning, Faire committee, Beacon, NNYA, choir, and
various task forces; and taught RE for 25 years.
I’ve also helped organize many services and have
often been the main speaker. In addition, I’ve represented the Fellowship in numerous services and
social justice activities throughout the MetroDistrict area, focusing on domestic violence, hunger and housing issues. I formed Mothers’ Night
Out, which had a twenty-one year run, as a social
group for mothers that was instrumental in introducing a number of new families to the congregation. In these and many other ways, the Fellowship
has long been a part of the Burby family, which
includes my husband Steve, and our two adult
daughters, Danielle and Laura, both of whom grew
up in this loving congregation.
JEAN MARRA: Nominee for Board Treasurer
(first of two-year term)
I’ve been a UUFH Friend for the past eleven years
since being invited to attend a Martin Luther King
Sunday presentation by Alfred-Roy Carey. After
Alfred-Roy was interred in the garden I joined the
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Memorial Committee and I’ve planted a yearly
Sunflower Garden in his memory ever since. Two
years ago I finally committed to signing the book.
I’ve helped at the Services Auction for the past
two years and was chairperson of our Plant Sale
last year and am again this year. Having joined
the Sunday "counters", I now look forward to becoming even more involved at the UUFH and am
pleased to have been asked to become your
Treasurer.
MELISSA WETTENGEL: Nominee for Personnel Committee (three-year term)
I have been attending the Fellowship since 2002.
I began attending regularly in 2010 with my
daughter Katerina who is ten and participates in
the RE Program. In 2011 I became a member of
the congregation. I have taught for several semesters in the RE Program, including pre-K, and
first through fifth grades. I am currently serving on
the RE Committee. I was also the RE Committee
representative on the DRE Search Committee
that helped to find and hire Austen Petersen.
I have five years of executive search experience
and have done marketing, operations and project
management work. Currently I teach English and
Mathematics at United Health Care East Union
and am in the process of getting a Master of Public Health degree at Stony Brook University.
CAROL TOWNE: Nominee for Personnel Committee (three-year term)
I joined the Fellowship in the late 1960s, and my
husband Frank and I raised our two daughters
here. In the mid 1970s I was asked to be the Religious Education Coordinator and as such served
for over two years as our first paid RE professional. Since then some of the things I’ve been involved in are: Membership, teaching Sunday
School, Queen of the Renaissance Faire, Pastoral Care, Beacon Editor, and Search Committee.
Presently I am one of the archivists, help with finance on Sunday mornings and am a member of
Nancy Arnold’s Transition Team. I hope to make
a significant contribution to the Personnel Committee.
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BILL HOUCK: Nominee for Endowment Committee (three-year term)
I’ve been coming to the Fellowship since 1998
and signed the book in 2000 (more or less). I’m
married to Jan Brenner and we have a son, Matthew, who’s a senior in college. We came to the
Fellowship, as have many, because we wanted a
non-dogmatic religious environment for our son. I
was content to take in the services, which I enjoyed, but somehow got coaxed into RE (what
were they thinking!?), first in youth worship services and then seven years of class instruction.
Despite my initial misgivings, it seems to have
worked out. I admired the work of the Sunday Program Committee and, when invited to join, accepted readily and served for three years. SPC was a
profound personal growth experience, one that
makes a person think a great deal about what tenets of faith bind UUs of various theological persuasions, what Unitarian beliefs influenced the birth of
our country, and the role of our beliefs in the world
today. I subsequently served on the Cluster Coordinating Council as Ministry cluster coordinator,
followed by three years on the Board of Trustees,
finishing up this June. I would be pleased to be
considered as a member of the Endowment Committee.
WHERE IN THE WORLD IS AUSTEN?
I recently spent three days in a convent in rural Pennsylvania! I spent the
night in my cell (it really is called that!)
in the same hallway as other professional Religious Educators in the
CERG district. This training is a Renaissance Module, which is part of my path towards becoming a credentialed Religious Educator at the “credentialed level” through a joint program overseen by the UUA and LREDA (the professional organization for DREs).
What does the Fellowship get from the credentialing process? The idea behind DRE credentialing
is that the program creates standards and levels
of accomplishment, which help congregations
meet their Religious Education needs. In a way,
this is like DRE school, so that congregations
have access to better trained, more informed staff
who are easier to identify using this system. The
Fellowship gets a DRE who is better versed in
teacher training, Unitarian Universalist history,

6

The Beacon

leadership development, and many other areas.
You also get a DRE better connected with the greater UU community, and all of these things help to
create a more vibrant program.
Austen Petersen,
Transitional Director of Religious Education
PARENTS OF YOUTHS
IN GRADES 6-12 RE CLASSES PLEASE NOTE
Youths from sixth to twelfth grade will be given permission to leave RE classes once their classes are
finished with the understanding that they go directly
to the Social Hall to rejoin their families. Of course, if
youth do not join their parents in a timely manner,
this privilege will be revoked. Children younger than
sixth grade will remain in their classrooms, and parents should pick up their child(ren) after service at
11:45 A.M. If service ends slightly before this,
please respect RE class timing and wait until 11:45
to pick up your child(ren).
Austen Petersen,
Transitional Director of Religious Education
BURUNDI NEEDS OUR HELP AGAIN
The Split-plate recipient for April is again the microloan program created by Rev. Fulgence in Burundi.
The money collected earlier this year in order to include more people in the program has had to be
used, instead, to begin to re-fund it.
Why? Because on January 27, a huge fire in the
capitol destroyed the Central Market where most of
the recipients worked. Everything was lost, both inventory and money. Most people had kept their
cash stored in the market itself, because money in
the bank in Burundi can be taxed as much as 53%.
This loss has rocked the economy of this small
country and has left the most vulnerable people in
desperate straights indeed.
With our help and that of some other UU congregations and individuals, enough money has been
raised so that 60 of the earlier recipients are again
expected to receive loans of $100-$150 each. That
will still leave 30 more people worried about feeding
their families and sending their children to school as
they await re-funding. Let’s see what we can do to
help them too.
Marilyn Kopp-Hecker
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America’s Criminal Injustice System?
[The UUA recommended that UU congregations
engage in a particular “Common Read” to raise
awareness about a serious inequity in the U.S.
criminal justice system. In response, and in the
spirit of “sharing,” this Journey Towards Wholeness Committee offers the following as Part I of
UUFH’S Common Read learning experience.]
In her provocative book, “The New Jim Crow: Mass
Incarceration in the Age of Colorblindness,”
Michelle Alexander, the keynote speaker at UU
General Assembly in 2012, sets forth her thesis
that America’s criminal justice system by actual
design creates and maintains a racial caste system—a new Jim Crow. Whether or not one agrees
with this driving thesis, the factual statistics surrounding the incarceration rates, enforcement tactics, and future entrapment stigma for people of
color are startling and deeply troubling.



In less than 30 years, the U.S. penal population
exploded from around 300,000 to over 2 million,
largely due to drug convictions. In fact, by the end
of 2007, one in every 31 adults was behind bars,
on probation, or on parole. And while cited research showed people of color accounting for
around 15 percent of drug use, the percentage of
incarceration was around 80 percent! Why?



Beginning in the 60’s with President Nixon’s
“Law and Order” policies, followed by President
Reagan’s formally announced “War on Drugs” in
the 80’s, and aided and abetted by the media
which put “a black face” on the problems, the incarceration rates of people of color rose precipitously.



Even though substantial numbers of drug
“kingpins” and “pushers” were white, the “ghetto”
communities were prime and easy targets; fraternity houses, Madison Avenue and the suburbs were
ignored.



Supreme Court decisions favored prosecuting
attorneys and law enforcement, and closed doors
on racial bias appeals. Uneven application of “stop
and search,” “consent” intimidation, plus pleabargain urgings toward guilty pleas for persons unable to hire attorneys or post bonds—all these,
were putting more and more persons of color behind bars, often for minor “crimes” that carried excessive minimum sentences, decimating their
home communities.
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Entrapment? Once out of prison, the stigma of
“felon,” often for a minor crime, meant being barred
from employment, housing, education, public benefits
and jury service: tantamount to legalized discrimination.
Next month, Part II will look at ongoing responses to
this serious situation.
Susan and Paul Glatzer
for Journey Toward Wholeness (JTW)
PLANT SALE
Thank you for your past support of the UUFH Spring
Plant Sales. Here we are again even though the temperatures haven’t been warming up as much as we
would expect.
The Plant Sale Committee is
busy organizing and planning
to help make your garden
Stupendously Spectacular!
Sorry, no flats of impatiens
this year because of Downy
Mildew. Our grower will provide no guaranty that impatiens will not succumb to
that blight after planting. Instead, we’ve added several new annuals to our plant flat list this year together
with our usual offerings in 4” and 6” pots as well as
hanging baskets. This year’s prices are the same as
last year’s. Order forms will be available at the Plant
Sale table after services beginning each Sunday in
April and are currently on our website to be printed
out and submitted. Last day for order acceptance is
April 28th. Plant pickup will be Saturday, May 18 from
11 AM. to 4 PM.
We need volunteers to help for two-hour shifts on
Saturday May 18 starting at 8 AM, which is when the
plants are delivered and need to be sorted. Later
shifts will help distribute the orders to customers. We
also need help on Sunday May 19 from 9:30 to
10:30. and 11:30 to 12:30 to help distribute orders
before and after the service. Please contact me to let
me know when you can help. This is our only major
spring fundraiser and you can help to make it a success! Thank you.
Jean Marra, Chair
UUFH Plant Sale Committee
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APRIL GALLERY EXHIBIT
Marisa Comple will be displaying her photographs in
the Gallery for the month of April.
Marisa is an amateur photographer who loves the outdoors and is most at peace photographing nature's
beauty, from vast landscapes to dewdrop covered
spider webs. She's had two of her photographs selected for juried shows, placed second in the Carl
Marcellino Environmental People's Choice photo contest, and most recently had a photo published in
"Paumonok Interwoven" an anthology of Long Island
poets and photographers. She enjoys being a member of the Huntington Camera Club where she is continuously increasing her knowledge of photography.
In addition to photography she enjoys gardening,
sewing, and traveling with her family.
Lauren Singer
SERVICES AUCTION – SECOND CHANCE!
From Dust to Dreams – Opening Night at the
Smith Center for Performing Arts
Sunday, April 7 at 3 pm $20
Contact Jean Marra: (631) 673-3287
NCAA Men’s Basketball Championship Game
Monday, April 8 $10
Contact Ben Testa: (631) 269-2879
Mother Daughter (and everyone else)
Tap Dancing Workshop
Saturday, April 27 at 10:30 am $10
Contact Lauren Singer: (631) 421-7078
Vegan Family Lunch
Sunday, May 5 at 12:30 pm $35/15/10/5/
Contact Joanne Polichetti: (516) 931-0503
Susan Peters for
Services Auction Committee
POT LUCK DINNERS
We had our first round of pot luck dinners,
and what a great success they were! Nineteen people gathered in two homes to
share delicious food and camaraderie,
laughter and socializing. Our next dinners
will be Sat., April 13. Why not treat yourself to a lovely evening! If you can host a group, or if
you would like to attend one, please contact me at
hhmotivates@gmail.com or 631-427-5371.
Helene Holtz
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FRIDAY NIGHT AT THE MOVIES
7 PM, April 19
LARS AND THE REAL GIRL
This 2007 comedy-drama is
about a sweet yet quirky young
man who brings home the girl of
his dreams, a sex doll he has
ordered off the Internet. Sex is
not what he has in mind though,
but rather a deep, meaningful
relationship. Lars’ family and community grow to accept and welcome Bianca. She in turn has a profound effect on their lives.
Come, enjoy this heartwarming, feel good film. Plus
all the popcorn and drinks you desire. Your $5 donation benefits the Fellowship.
Ginny Kushnick and Joan Caly
CENTERS
Emerge from your winter hibernation and come to
celebrate spring at CENTERS on Monday evening,
April 8 at 6 PM. Bring a potluck dish. Dinner will set
you back a mere dollar. Wine is $1.00 per glass. After dining you are welcome to attend the meeting of
your choice or just to hang out and socialize.
Marty Lipnick
FOOD PANTRY
Let's maintain our reputation as generous
contributors to the Family Service Community Food Pantry. Fill the basket in the
Fellowship on Sunday or any other time in
the week and I'll schlepp it to the collection depot.
Marty Lipnick
CONSTRUCTION OF
GROW-TO-GIVE GARDEN SET
Would you like to learn how to build a raised garden
bed or just want to help build two new raised beds at
the UUFH? Then save Saturday, April 27 at 9 AM.
The new beds will be built next to the existing
ground level garden in the back parking lot that last
year was cultivated by Cynthia Chaffee, Birgit
Woelker and Susan Rizack. The plan is to open the
project to more Congregation members, young and
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old, with the expansion providing room to grow significantly more vegetables to donate to the hungry
in our town.
Lumber to build the beds will be delivered pre-cut,
and will then just need to be assembled. Both beds
will be sixteen by four feet, but one will be 24 inches high to make gardening easier for those of us
with physical limitations.
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The show follows a 7:30 p.m. Open Mic (sign up
at 7 p.m.). The audience will be invited to join the
troupe onstage at the end of the show for a jam
session. Tickets ($15 general admission; $10 for
seniors and students) are sold at the door, or are
available from brownpapertickets.com.
SAVE THE DATE

Experienced volunteers will be on hand to guide
the process. The job should not take more than 3-4
hours. All ages are welcome, but children must be
supervised.

Event: Sources Supper
Date: Saturday, May 18
Time: 6:30 PM to 10 PM
Child Care to be provided

To do the job, we’ll need three or four batteryoperated screw guns with chargers, a couple of
levels and pry bars. If you have extra long-handled
shovels and rakes to donate to UUFH for this project, please bring them as well. Contact Frances
Whittelsey (347-463-8890) or Beth Feldman (631261-1617) to let us know you plan to help.

Please join us of a night of fun, food and fellowship! The Sources Supper ritual aims to create a
deep connection with our Unitarian Universalist
heritage via storytelling and conversation around
a common meal. The stories represent four
founding events in UU history plus two key turning points in later history. The conversations occur around questions following each story. The
meal takes place after the first four stories and is
intended to be simple and informal, with conversation going wherever people take it.

Rain date will be Saturday, May 4 at 9 AM.
Frances Whittelsey and Beth Feldman
Last Licks Café and Wepecket Island Records
present
The Rolling Roots Review
April 27

The Last Licks Café presents the Rolling Roots
Review, a traveling troupe of Wepecket Records
artists featuring Don Barry, Sherman Lee Dillon,
Maria Fairchild, Hilary Hawke and Ragtime Jack
Radcliff in a concert of old-timey, blues, ragtime
and gospel music on Saturday, April 27 at the Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Huntington.

The final two stories take place after the meal and
before dessert. Like all new rituals, it will take
time and repetition for groups to feel fully comfortable and settle into a rhythm. The Sources Supper is intended to be done year after year until it
becomes part of the religious identity and collective memories of those who participate in it.
The dates of key events recounted in the Sources
Supper include:
Oct 27: Michael Servetus is executed
(1553)
Jan 10: The Edict of Torda (1568)
Sep 30: John Murray preaches in Good
Luck, NJ (1770)
May 5: William Ellery Channing delivers
Baltimore Sermon (1819)
Jul 15: Ralph Waldo Emerson addresses
Harvard Divinity School address (1838)
May 1: The Humanist Manifesto is published (1933)
Michael Goldsmith,
Vice President, Board of Trustees (BoT)
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CONGREGATIONAL MEETING DATES!
April 7:

Special Congregational meeting

Bylaw re-vote

April 21:

Special Congregational Meeting:

Vote on Candidate

April 28:

Annual Meeting Part I:

Nominating Slate

June 9:

Annual Meeting Part II:

Budget
~Royal Forest
President, Board of Trustees

THANK YOU
A heart felt thank you to the UUFH community for
holding my family in your care. Thank you for the
thoughts and cards helping us with your support. The honor bestowed upon me at the time of
my retirement contributed to my inner strength for
the past few months. Thank you for the gifts and
your words.
With sincere gratitude,
Carolyn Freud
UUFH CELEBRATES PASSOVER
WITH A SEDER
On Saturday, March 31, our fellowship was transformed into a beautiful space for our Annual Seder.
65 participants enjoyed a Seder service and a skit,
organized by Amy Edel-Vaughn,
along with a delicious dinner, prepared by Joanne
Polichetti and her kitchen crew – daughter Allie and
her cousin Dana, Finn MacDevitt, Gary McKenna,
Susan Kenler, Helene Holtz, Beth Feldman,
Brigette Zimmer, Susan Peters and Ben Vaughn.
Shopping was handled by Joanne, Sylvia and
Marty Lipnick.
The reading of the Haggadah was led by Harriet
McKenna and Austen Petersen.
Many hands helped bus the tables and restore
the main hall to order. It was truly a wonderful fellowship evening. (forgive me if I left someone out)
Susan Peters

WOMEN’S GROUP
Tuesday, April 2, 7:30 – 9:00 PM
We'll be hearing from the Adelphi
University Breast Cancer Hotline, a
wonderful source of information for
women who have been diagnosed
with this disease (and their families
and friends).
Please, put us down on your calendar for the first
Tuesday of each month!
Judie Gardner, Coordinator
FELLOWSHIP FORUM
Sunday, April 7, 9:30 AM - 10:45 AM
The well known interdisciplinary scientist
Michael Shermer, PhD wrote a fascinating
treatise on our need to consume and
trade. The Mind of the Market describes the conditions produced by the biological, psychological and
social evolution of human beings. Milt Masur will
help to guide us through the maze of trust, rules,
conflict, freedom and the pursuit of happiness, that
allows civilization to make progress.
Carla Finkel,
for the Sunday Program Committee (SPC)
MEMORIAL DAY WEEKEND
We are excited to have Musicians & Storytellers Reggie & Kim Harris with us for
both on Saturday night and our Sunday
Morning Worship Service!
Made possible by the generous bequest
of long-time UUFH member Johanna VanRoy
In loving memory of her son Peter VanRoy.

The Beacon

11

HERITAGE DAY/WEEKEND
Save the Date! Help Needed!
Heritage Weekend will be May 18 and 19 this
year.

As of now, we are kicking off the weekend with a
"Sources Supper" hosted by Michael Goldsmith
and members of the RE Committee on Saturday,
May 18.

April 1, 2013

A WORD ABOUT THE “BUTTONS”
On the Sunday when most sane people stayed
home digging out from 29 inches of snow, about 50
people came to the service titled: “Is it true? Is it
kind? Will it help?” I explained the origin of the button idea (in Akron, Ohio) and the purpose, which is
to make us more aware of how we communicate
with others, and to remind others to do the same. In
other words – to think, before we speak. People
often comment on the buttons, and ask where they
might get one. Please give them yours. You can
get another one at UUFH the next time you are
here. The basket is full, and will be replenished as
needed.
Rev. Nancy

Sunday May 19, we will have a Worship Service
dedicated to our UU Heritage, followed by our
traditional potluck lunch.
There are many ways to get involved with these
events. Help is needed to coordinate food, organize entertainment and activities during our
lunch, along with set up, clean up etc... Please
contact the office if you would like to volunteer.
Royal Forest
President, Board of Trustees

Seeking
A Small Apartment
or
Room & Bath
For $500 per Month
OR
A Housesitting Position for
the Winter Months
Call Nancy Hume
631-239-1002

PAID AD

Announcing
the opening of
the Law Offices of
Meigan F. Cooper
practice is limited to
Social Security Disability claims.
Offering
personal and experienced
handling of Social Security
Disability claims.
No fees unless benefits awarded.

For Care/Share Needs and Concerns
Please contact Judie Gardner
631-549-9191
Judiedelano@aol.com

for free consultation.
Call 516-493-2130

Special Candidate Edition
NONPROFIT ORG
US POSTAGE PAID
PERMIT #295
ZIP CODE 11743

The Beacon
THE UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST

RETURN SERVICE
REQUESTED

FELLOWSHIP OF HUNTINGTON
109 BROWN’S ROAD
HUNTINGTON, NY 11743

Unitarian Universalist
Fellowship of Huntington
109 Brown’s Road
Huntington, NY 11743
Office Hours: Monday - Friday,
9:15 AM - 3:15PM
Tel.: 631-427-9547
Fax: 631-423-1504
Email: uufhoffice@optonline.net
Website: www.uufh.org


Rev. Nancy O. Arnold, Interim Minister
Austen Petersen, Transitional Director of
Religious Exploration

UPCOMING SERVICES
April 7:
Evolution and the Spirit of Life
April 14:
Start As We Mean to Continue
April 21:
The Spirited Life
April 28:
Interdependence Day!

Richard Hyman, Music Director
Barbara Weingarten, Administrator
Royal Forest, President

Today’s Editor:
Next Beacon:
Beacon Deadline:

Judy Greene
Monday April 29, 2013
Monday, April 15, 11 AM

UUFH email for Beacon submissions
office@uufh.org
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Announcement of Special Congregational Meeting
April 7th - Immediately Following Services

The agenda of the special meeting will be to discuss and vote on a proposed change to Article 2.3.1 of the Bylaws.
Summary - The existing UUFH bylaws require an individual to be a member for 90 days
prior to being permitted to vote at a congregational meeting. A person must have attained
the age of 16 before being permitted to sign the membership book.
Issue - Should we make an exception to the 90 day rule for our youth who have been part
of our religious education program for a period of time (at least 90 days), but signed the
membership book less than 90 days prior to the congregational meeting? Also, what about
a pledging friend, who has been a pledging friend for a period in excess of 90 days prior to
the congregational meeting, but signs the book less than 90 days prior to said meeting?
Urgency - This proposed change was on the agenda at the March 3rd Congregational
meeting, but was not voted on for technical reasons. The issue must be immediately addressed because we have youth who are long time Religious Education students who just
recently signed the book, and very much want to vote for the new minister, but will not be
permitted to do so under the existing bylaws.
The agenda of the special meeting will be to discuss and vote on a proposed change to Article 2.3.1 of the Bylaws. The text of the proposed change to the existing bylaw is underlined.
2.3.1 - To vote at any Congregational Meeting after having been a Member for a period of at
least ninety days prior to such meeting. Specifically exempted from this 90 day waiting period are those who become Members upon on a date less than 90 days prior to the Congregational Meeting, but were participants in the UUFH Religious Education Program for a period
in excess of 90 days prior to said Congregational Meeting, and for Pledging Friends, who become Members less than 90 days prior to the date of the Congregational Meeting, but were
Pledging Friends for a period in excess of 90 days prior to the Congregational Meeting.

